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CHAPTER I. 

GENERAL. 

M-E- ill9 (17th August 1943—15th August 1944)- 

Travancore (Malayalam— Tirwvitanikur) is the southernmost 
Indian Stats and occupies the south-west portion of the Indian 
peninsula. It forms an irregular triangle. 
Situation and with its apex at Cape Comorin, between 8° 4’ 
Area- and 10° 22’ North Latitude and between 76° 13’ 

and 77 Q 38’ East Longitude. Travancore is 
bounded on the north by the State of Cochin and tfie British 
District of Coimbatore. The British Districts of Madura, Ramnad 
and Tinnevelly constitute its eastern boundary and on the west 
and south lie the Arabian Sea and the Indian Ocean. Travancore 
has an area of 766P75 square miles, its extreme length from 
north to south being 174 miles and its extreme width, 75 miles. 

The Western Ghats form a continuous mountain chain of. 
varying altitude from north to south, isolating Travancore from ; 

: the Madras Presidency on the east and confer- 
Physieal ring a distinctiveness on its history and culture. 

Features. Prom the mountain heights walling in the 

State on the eastern boundary the country 
undulates to the west over hills of dense-vegetation till it reaches 
the cultivated plains which skirt the backwaters and the Arabian 
Sea, Extensive tea and cardamom plantations have sprung up 
. on most of the higher elevations ; pepper, rubber, ginger and 
• turmeric flourish in the lesser uplands ; and in both regions, there 
are reserved forests of valuable timber, both of virgin growth 
and of scientific planting. There are stretches of paddy culti¬ 
vation terraced along the valleys, and , paddy cultivation is also 
extensively carried on in the irrigated areas towards the south in- 
Nanjinad and Edanad and in the. fens and backwater reclamations 
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in the north. The broad coast-belt and the shores of the back¬ 
waters are covered with dense cocoanut plantations, (while all over 
the plains are grown in addition, around homesteads, a variety of 
trees suoh as the areoa, the jack, the mango, the tamarind and 
the cashewnut. Tapioca is cultivated almost everywhere in the 
lower levels and the raising of yams, beans and. gram.is consider¬ 
able. The State reserved forests cover an extent of slightly less 
than a third of the entire area and are well timbered with' teak, 
black wood, ebony, jack, anjili, etc. The elephant, the leopard, 
the tiger, the bison, the bear, the sambur and a variety of .small 
game are plentiful in the forests. Among the characteristic 
features of the country are the ■ broad lagoons or backwaters 
, forming a cheap highway for traffic from the extreme north to 
as far south as Trivandrum, connected by navigable oanals along 
the entire littoral and numerous streams and rivers flowing 
westward to the sea. Extremes'of temperature are unknown in 
the low country, the prevailing characteristic of which is a Warm 
humidity. But the country cools as it climbs to thebraoing. 
heights of Peermade,. the Cardamom Hills, the High Ranges and 
the Ponmudi Hills. " Travancore receives a share of both the 
south-west and the north-east monsoons, the former in a larger 
measure than the latter. The sonth-west monsoon begins about 
the middle of Edavam (Mav-June) and the north-east monsoon 
commences in the month of Thulam (Ootober-November). . The 
rainfall is generally heavy, averaging about 89 inches per annum- 
Rice, fish and tapioca form the staple food of the people. 

The population of the State, according to the decennial census 
of 1941 is 6,070,018 (3,046,102 males and 3,024,916 females), the 
increase in population for the decennial period 
Population- (1931-41) being 974,045 or 19M. per cent. The 
average density of population in 1931 was 665 
per sq. mile and it rose to 792 per sq. mile in 1941 •; if calculated 
on the area of land available for cultivation, the density of popula¬ 
tion rises to 1,463 per sq. mile. Trivandrum, 
Distribution, the Capital City, has a population of 128,365. 

The principal towns are Alleppey, Nageroqil, 
Quilon, Kottayam, Changanaoherry, Tiruvalla, Attingal and 
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Par nr. Villages and village life as prevalent on the East Coast 
are practically unknown except in parts of South Travancore. 
Elsewhere,.the conditions are rural or semi-rural and the people 
live in detaohed homesteads, each nestling in its own tree-planted 
and walled-in garden. Hinduism, the religion 
Religion. of the Ruling Family, is the predominant 

religion and its followers, divided into various 
caste groups constitute nearly three-fifths (-3,671,497) of the entire 
population while the denominations of Christians, including the 
Syrian Christians, represent nearly one-third (1,963,790), and the 
Mahomedans nearly one-fourteenth (434,150). There has long 
existed in the State a small body of European and American 
residents. The number of literates per 100 of 
Literacy. the population is 47'1. The percentage of 

literacy for males is 58'1 and for females 36’0. 
Except among a small section of the population, the Purdah 
system is unknown in Travancore. Women generally enjoy great 
.freedom in the State, and this fact coupled with 
Position of their general education has brought about 
Women. their active participation in affairs. 

Erom the point of view of progressive administration and of 
literacy, Travanoore yields to no State or Province, in India and 
in point of population and revenue is next only 

Travancore to Hyderabad and Mysore. Hyderabad winch 
compared . with is nearly eleven times as large as. Travancore 
other States. is only a little over two and a half times 
as populous. Mysore, Gwalior and the neigh¬ 
bouring colony of Ceylon are nearly four timfes as extensive, but 
their popnlation is, respectively, about one and one-third and 
three-fourths 'of and the same as that of Travancore. Baroda, 
though nearly of the same area, has only less than one-half of the 
population of Travanoore. 

The early history of Travanoore is.'in great part shrouded in 
tradition; but there is'little doubt that the Maharaja is the' 
■ ’ representative of the Ghera dynasty, one of 

Historical the three great Hindn • dynasties . which 
Sketch exercised sovereignty afi one time in South 
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India. The English first settled at Anjengo which they 
obtained in 1684 on a grant from the Queen of Attingal which 

■ was subsequently ratified by the king of Travaneore. Martkanda 
Varma, the son of the Queen of Attingal, became in 1729-the 
Adhipathi of Venad. He succeeded in crushing the Euuveetil 
Pillamars , the feudal chieftains of eight desams, who had striven 
against the power of the Rajas for over a century. Thereafter 
he grew in strength and power and, having amalgamated Attingal . 
with Venad On a treaty engagement that none but the offspring of 
the Ranis of Attingal shall succeed to the rulership of Travaneore, 
proceeded on a oampaign of conquest with his minister Ramayyan 
Dala/wa 'and the Venad Valia Capittan, Eustachius Benedictus 

. De Lannoy, a Flemish soldier who had been captured in a fight 
with the Dutch and whom the Raja had befriended and raised to 
that high position. By the time of Marthanda Varma’g death in 
1758, practically the whole of modern Travaneore had been ■ 
brought under his sWay. He established order, settled the 
country and dedicated it to Sri Padmanabhaswami, and he and 
his successors, Rajas or Ranis of Travaneore, have since ruled 
as the Dasas or Sevinis of the Deity. In. the wars in which the 
East India Company were engaged in the Carnatic and in Mysore 
in the eighteenth century, the Travaneore State rendered military 
assistance to the Company. Travaneore was reckoned as one of ; 
the staunchest ‘ allies of the British Power and was included in 
the treaty made in 1784 between the East India Company and the 
Sultan of Mysore. In view of the protection of the State from 
possible inroads by Tippu Sultan, an arrangement was come to in 
. .1788 with the East India Company,, and in 1795 a formal treaty 
was concluded by which the Company agreed, to protect Travan- 
core from all foreign enemies. In 1805 a new treaty was signed 

■ and an annual contribution of Rs. 7,96,430-8 as. was fixed mainly : 
in lieu of the obligation assumed by the State towards the cost 
of.maintaining a foroe by the Honourable Company for the 
defence 'of Travaneore from foreign aggression and of the obliga¬ 
tion under the Treaty of 1795 to provide an army for effective 

' service in British India in times of war. The history of the State 
has been one of steady development and well ordered progress ■ 
under a succession of able and enlightened rulers. His Highness 
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Sri Chitra Tirunal, the present Maharaja, has adhered to the tradi¬ 
tions of his House, and has signalised his reign by a Proclamation 
throwing open the temple of Sri Padmanabhaswami and all the 
temples under his control and the temples uPder Government 
control to all Hindus including those who were commonly des¬ 
cribed as untouchable and backward classes—a reform which has 
evoked universal appreciation. 

The official year in Travaneore is reckoned according to the 
Malabar Era or the Kollam Era said to date from the rebuilding 
of Kollam, or Quilon 1119 years ago. The 
The Calendar year begins about the middle of August. The 
twelve months • are named after the zodiacal 
signs, the longest month having 32 days and the shortest 29 days. 

Travanoore has its own coinage of the silver fanam <(2*26 
annas), the copper chuckram (6'74 pies) and the ca.sh( 0'42 pie). 

It has been issuing also its own silver coin 
The Currency • formerly called half rupee but now called the 
“Chitra” (1'4 chuckranw) and a coin formerly 
called quarter-rupee (7 chuchrams)- The British Indian silver 
and nickel coins and currency notes are also in free circulation. 
The “Chitra” coins and the British Indian half-rupee are 'legal 
tender for an unlimited amount. ■ ’ 

The State has its own postal'service, known as the Anohal, 
and issues its own stamps. Its Anchal offices 
The Anchal. also transact savings bank'' business and issue 
hundies or money orders. 

The Ruling Family. 

His Highness Sri Padnianabha Dasa Vauchi Pala Sir Bjala 
Rama Varma Kulasekhara Kiritapati Manney Sultan Maharaja 
. Raja Ramaraja Bahadur Shamsher Jang, Knight Grand Com¬ 
mander of the Most Eminent Order of the Indian Empire, Maha¬ 
raja of Travaneore, was born on the 7th November 1912,And'his 
succession to the Musnad was recognised by the British: 'Govern¬ 
ment on the 1st September 1924. His Highness was invested 
with ruling powers on the 6th November 1031 (20th Thulam 
1107). His Highness the Maharaja is entitled to a salute of 
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nineteen guns, and to twenty-one guns within the State. The 
JkCarumahkatJtayani law governs the succession to the Musnad 
which, further, is confined to the offspring of the Attingal Ranis. 
Her Highness the Senior Maharani (born on the 19th November 
1895) and Her Highness Maharani Setu Parvati Bayi (born on 
the 8th November 18,96) were adopted into the Ruling family on 
the 81st August I960. His Highness the Maharaja is the eldest, 
son of Her Highness Maharani Setu Parvati B^yi. A daughter, 
the First Princess (Kartika Tirunal), was born to Her Highness 
'on the 17th September 1916 and a seoond son, the Elaya Raja, on 
the 22nd March 1922. A daughter, the Seoond Princess, (Uthram 
Tirunal) was horn to Her Highness .the Senior Maharani on the 
30th December 1923 and a second daughter, the Third Princess, 
(Kartika Tirunal) was born to Her Highness on the 23rd Ootober 
1926.. A son (Avittam Tirunal) was born to the First Prinoess 
(Kartika Tirunal) on the oth January 1938. A daughter 
(Bharani Tirunal) was born to the Second Prinoess (Uthram 
Tirunal) on the 15th .February 1940. A daughter (Bharani 
Tirunal) was horn to the Second Princess (Uthram Tirunal) on 
the 29th December 1941. A daughter (Pooyam Tirunal) was 
born to the First Princess (Kartika Tirunal) on the 7th September 
1942 and a daughter (Rohini Tirunal) was' born', to the Second 
Princess (Uthram. Tirunal) on the 18th February 1943. 

During.the year under report His Majesty the King Emperor 
was pleased to promote His Highness the Maharaja to the 
Honorary rank of Lieutenant Colonel in the Regular Army. ■ 

Honours conferred by His Highness the Maharaja. 

In connection with the birthday of His Highness the Maharaja 
in Ootober 1943,'. His Highness wa3 pleased to confer the following 
' titles :• — 

The. title, of Majakaryapravina was conferred on Mr. 
T. Raman Nambisan, SarvadMkariakar, Palace. 

The title of Rajyasevapravina was conferred on Mr. 
A. Lekshminarayaha Aiyar who was then the Financial Secretary 
to Government (since deoeased). ■ , 
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The title of Rajyaaevanirata was conferred on Mr. S. Chatta- 
natha Karayalar, Deputy President of the Sri Mulam Assembly. 

Tours of His Highness the Maharaja. 

His Highness the Maharaja accompanied' by Her Highness 
Maharani Setu Parvati Bayl, the Elaya Eaja, the First Princess, 
Prince Avittom Tirunal, Prinoess Pooyam Tirunal and Lieut. Col. 
Goda Varma Raja proceeded on tour to Madras in Dhanu 1119. 
The tour was private. The staff that accompanied the party con¬ 
sisted of Ilajakary apravina N. Krishnamurti, Private Secretary, 
to His Highness, the Palace Medical Officer and four Aides-de- 
camp. ■ ' . 

Their Highnesses left Trivandrum on the morning of the -1st 
January 1944 corresponding to the 17th' Dhanu 1119 and reached 
Madras the next day. Their Highnesses detrained at Tambaram 
and proceeded by car to the Travancore House at Adyar where 
Their Highnesses stayed. . 1 . ' . . 

During Their Highnesses’stay at Madras, Their Highnesses 
fulfilled numerous engagements. On the evening of their arrival, 
Their Highnesses attended a Kathakali performance held under 
their patronage at the Adyar theatre, by Mrs. Rukmani Arundale. 

Their Highnesses were the .guests of Their, Excellencies Sir 
Arthur Hope, Governor of Madras and Lady Hope at a luncheon 
at the Government House, Gnindy, the next day. 

Noteworthy among the other engagements of Their ’High¬ 
nesses were the two Visits paid'bo War Services' personnel in 
Madras—one on the 13th January 1944’ to the Travancore State 
Forces and the other on the 16th to another unit: On the 18th 
January 1944, Their Highnesses entertained at luncheon Their 
Excellencies the Governor of Madras and Lady Hope at the Tra- 
vanoore House. His .Highness also paid a visit to the Travancore 
State Forces Unit-stationed at Fort St. George, on’the 19th 
January 1944.- , , 

On the-evening of the 20th January, His Highness accompanied 
by Her Highness the Maharani. and the Elaya Raja left Madras by 
the Bangalore Mail on a visit to the Mysore State in response 
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to the invitation of His Highness the Maharaja of Mysore. 
Mr. K. K. Kartha, Assistant Engineer, was appointed as Special 
Officer for the visit. The officers of the camp consisted of Raja- 
karyapravina N. Krishnamnrti, Private Secretary, the Medical 
Officer, the Special Offioer and three Aides-de-Camp. The He wan, 
Sachivottama Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar, joined the camp at 
Bangalore. 

Their Highnesses and party reached Bangalore on the morn¬ 
ing of the 21st where they changed into the Metre Gauge Speoial 
Train of'the Mysore Railway for the journey to Mysore, which 
was reached at 1 p. in. His Highness the Maharaja of Mysore 
received Their Highnesses at the railway station. A salute of 
nineteen guns was fixed. After a brief introduction of officers 
and inspection of the Guard of Honour, Their Highnesses the 
Maharajas drove in procession part of the way to Lalitha Mahal 
Palace followed by Her Highness the Maharani and the Elaya 
Raja and the rest of the party in oars. 

Their Highnesses spent the afternoon and the following morn¬ 
ing in visiting the Sandalwood Oil and Silk Factories and other 
institutions in the Mysore City. Their Highnesses also worshipped 
at the Chamundemvari temple on the 22nd and proceeded to 
• Krishnaraja Sagar in the evening to see the illumination of the 
fountains. They spent the night at Krishnaraja Sagar and return¬ 
ed to Mysore for lunch the next day after seeing the dam and the 
picture gallery at Seringapatam. Their Highnesses visited the 
Jaganmohan Palace Chitrasala in the afternoon and left Mysore 
City the same night on tour to places of interest in the mofussil. 
In the course of the itinerary, they visited the temples at Belur 
and HalebiA ; the Iron Works, the Paper Mills and Cement Fac¬ 
tory at Bhadravati; the Jog Falls and the Power Scheme connect¬ 
ed therewith; and' the Kolar Gold Fields. Their Highnesses 
returned to Madras on the 28th January 1944. 

Their Highnesses spent a further busy week in Madras. The 
chief event of the week was the entertainment given at the Tra- 
vancore House, Adyar, to the different fighting forces then 
stationed in the City. No distinction of rank or race was made 
and to all the guests equal courtesy and hospitality were extended, 
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Her Highness the Maharani laid the foundation stone of the 
Umayaf Hostel attaohod to the Madras Seva Sadan. Raja Sir 
Annamalai Chettiar entertained Their Highnesses at a Garden 
Party at the Chottinad House, Adyar. 

Their Highnesses left Madras on the 2nd February 1944 and 

returned to the capital the next.day. • y 

Again, in Kumbhom 1119, His Highness proceeded on a tour 
to Bombay with Her Highness the Maharani and the Elaya Raja. 
The Private Secretary, the Palace Medical Officer and one Aide- 
de-Camp accompanied Their Highnesses. Leaving Trivandrum 
on the 11th Maroh 1944 corresponding to the 28th Kumbhom ; 
1119, Their Highnesses and party reached Bombay on the 14th 
Maroh 1944, after halting for a few hours at Madras en route. 
On the news of the lamentable and unexpected demise of the First 
Prince (Avittom Tirunal) reaching Their Highnesses at midnight 
on the 22nd March, Their Highnesses left Bombay by plane at 
1p.m. on the 23rd and reached the oapital at about 5 p. m. that 
evening. 

Demise .of the First Prince. 

His Highness the Maharaja, his family and the country were 
Blunged in grief by the unexpected and sad demise of the First 
Prince (Avittom Tirunal) on the 22nd March 1944 corresponding 
to the 9th Meenam 1119- 

The British Representative. 

In the year 1800 A. d., the first British Resident accredited to 
the Court of Travancore took up his residence in the State. 
British Residents continued until October 1923 when Travanoore 
eame into direct relations with the Government of India and the 
British Resident’s title was altered to that of “Agent to the Gover- 
■ no-General, Madras States”. From April 1937, the designation 
f the An-ent was changed to the "Resident for the Madras States”. 
H J Todd Esq.., c. i. e., of the Indian PoBioal Service who was 
-Resident for the’Madras'States from the 16 th March 1943 conti¬ 
nued as such throughout the ysar 1119. ^ y 1 



CHAPTER II. 


# war efforts. 

Prom the commencement of the war when Hia Highness 
the Maharaja placed the entire resources of the State at the 
.disposal of the British Crown, the contributions that Travancore 
has made in jnen, money and materials have been on a scale 
truly worthy of her great traditions as a staunoh ally of the 
British Power. 

A Trawler and Minesweeper—H. M. I. S. Travancore—built 
at a cost of Es. 6’5 lakhs was presented by His Highness the 
Maharaja to the Royal Indian Navy. Two Fighter Planes—Tra- 
vanoore I and II—costing nearly Rs. 1'5 lakh Were presented 
by His Highness to the Royal Air Foroe. His Highness has also 
contributed a sum of Rs. 12,34,700 to the Viceroy’s War Pur¬ 
poses Fund, Rs. 1,50,000 for Women's War Work, Rs. 1,10,000 
to the Red' Cross, Rs. 2 lakhs to the Viceroy’s Comforts Fund and 
Rs. 25,000 for the King George’s Fund for Sailors. The total 
of these and other contributions as it stood at the end of the year 
was Rs. 24,45,700. 

Her Highness Maharani Setu Parvati Bayi, mother* of His " 
Highness" the Maharaja, has provided one Field Ambulance Unit. 
Her Highness has’also made generous''contributions to tho Lady 
Linlithgow Trinket Fund. 

The First and ..the Second Infantries of the Travancore State 
Forces continued to be on active service outside the State during 
the year under report. ■ A Training Battalion 
The State has been organised to send reinforcements to 
Forces■ the First and the Seoond Infantries. 

Besides the two infantry units, a Signal Platoon of the Third 
Infantry at war establishment basis has been deputed for service 
outside the State. The Travancore General Purposes Transport 



WAB EFFORTS 


11 


Company was also raised to function as a unit of the Indian 
Army and the Company left the State on active servioe in May 
1941. Facilities were given for the training of other G. P. T, 
Companies in Travancore. 

During the year under report, Travanoore continued 
to supply many important war materials required by the Gov¬ 
ernment of India. The supplies were made 
War Supplies • from Government institutions as well as from 
private industrial concerns. Several items of 
articles have been manufactured and sent out. They include 
■ Standard T. G. huttings, Nissen twin sheddings, petrol tanks, 
hangars, cisterns, pulley blocks, water lorries, roof trusses, 
articles of wood like barrels, packing cases, ammunition boxes, 
tent-poles, drawing boards and mallets, coir and rubber goods, 
eto. The Rubber Factory and the Government Ceramic Factory 
concentrated all their efforts for meeting the demands of the 
Supply Department of the Government of India. 

The State forests supplied a ■ large quantity of timber 
required for defence purposes. Over 156,000 eft. of junglewood 
timber of superior'quality, 29,000 eft. of teak and 73,000 oft. 
of rosewood logs and scantlings were supplied during the year 
by the Forest Department and by purchase,contractors. Besides 
bulk.tiinber 469 teak poles and 645 oft. of junglewood piles were 
also supplied by the Forest Department. 

The response from the youth of the State to the call for 
service in the fighting forces was remarkable. The Central 
War Recruitment Committee established for 
War Recruit- the purpose of facilitating recruitment from 
nientr - the State functioned actively throughout the 

year. Recruitment continued with unabated 
enthusiasm throughout the year by the end of which Tra¬ 
vancore had supplied more than’70,000 reoruits to the various 
branches: of the Armed Forces besides 63 labour units for works 
in Assam and neighbouring places. The above account is by no . 
means complete, Several others—doctors, nurses, engineers, 
technicians, etc.—have also joined the war service. The State 
reoruits have distinguished themselves by their. exceptional 
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abilities, valour and. devotion to duty and three such oases have 
been reported to Government during the year as being men- 
, tioned in despatches eto. Major General R. P. L. Ranking of 
the Labour Units Headquarters, Assam has expressed great 
appreciation of the excellent and invaluable work done by the 
Travancore Labour Units on projects of the highest importance 
and priority 'such as air fields, roads, depots and railways. 

The War Technicians Training Scheme forms a significant 
part of the war. effort of the State. The Travancore Univer¬ 
sity has played an important role in this 
War Techni- soheme. -The Workshops of the College of 
dans • Engineering afford facilities for training men 

as fitters, engine drivers, boiler attendants, 
electrioians, blacksmiths, tin and oopper smiths, weldors, car¬ 
penters and textile refitters. The trainees after completion of 
their course are drafted to the Indian Army Ordnance Corps, 
the various technical branches of the Indian Army, Ordnance 
Factories or oral industry. The Government P. W. D. Work¬ 
shops and the State Transport Workshops are also utilised as 
training centres. 

• The Travancore University is also a oentre for the Indian 
Air Training Corps which has been organised with a view to 
giving pre-servioe training to persons desirous 
The Indian of joining the Indian Air Force. The I. A. T. C. 
Air Training olasses are held in the College of Engineering 
Corps • and the professional staff deputed by the Gov¬ 

ernment of India is assisted by an instructor 
from the College. The response from the students was very' 
satisfactory and two courses of training were completed during 

The continued success of the allied armies in all the theatres 
of war has been greeted with great enthusiasm by the people of 
the State and they, are putting forth a 
The War and supreme effort for the final victory. Follcw- 
the People. ing the lead given by His Highness the Maha¬ 

raja, the people have thrown themselves heart 
and soul into the organisation of war effort and they have made 
notable contributions towards the prosecution of the war. ' The 
War Purposes Central Committee, constituted in 1940, under 



the Chairmanship of Saohivottama Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar 
raised nearly. Rs. 4,32,240 (till the end of September 1944) 
for making suitable arrangements for the welfare of the fami¬ 
lies of the man serving in the armed forces. Over and above 
the contributions made by the Committee in previous.years for 
providing amenities for troops, a sum of Rs. 17,03-^. was,dona¬ 
ted by the Committee during the year under report for various 
items of war work. 

The Centra] Committee has a Wcanen’s Sub Committee 
which deals with war work among women. Her Highness 
Maharani Setn Parvati Bayi has been tak- 
The Gontri- mg keen interest in the work of this sub- 
bution of committee and is the source of inspiration for 

Women. the women’s - branch of the War Purposes 

Committee. A large number of women - 
throughout the State are working under the auspioes and 
guidance of the sub-committee and they are .turning out articles 
suoh as shirts, hand-kerchiefs, pants, jackets, swabs, dressing eto, 
for the bomforts of service personnel. Eduoated young women 
of Travancore have joined the W. A. C. (I) in large numbers. 

In order to attend to the welfare of the families of Travan- 
coreans on war service, a Welfare organisation called the Travan¬ 
core State- Sailors’, Soldiers’ and Airmens’ 
Welfare Work Board has been constituted with the Dewan 
in Travancore. as the Chairman; and an officer designated 
- the State Welfare Officer has been appointed. 
He deals with all representations from tho service personnel 
suoh as for the stay of proceedings in civil suits under tho 
Soldiers’ Litigation Act, grant of fee concessions to their school- 
going. sons and daughters, provision of medical aid to their 
relatives, grant of family pensions' and financial assistance and 
the grant of leave and discharge from the service. All 
suoh representations, after tho neoessary enquiries are trans- 
mitted to the authorities concerned with his recommendations.- 

A fund named the Travanoore State Benevolent Fund 
parallel to the Indian Army Benevolent Fund has been started 
to give immediate and temporary finanoial assistance to the de. 
pendants of deceased or incapacitated soldiers, sailors and airmen,. 



CHAPTER III. 


SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT. 

The Ruler is the souroe of all authority in Travaiaoore. For 
more than half n century, however, the Maharajas of Travanoore 
have treated the revenues 'of the State as 
The Ruler . public funds in the strict sense of the term, 

appropriating to their own use only a very 
modest civil list which is exhibited in the annual budget of the 
State. The proportion of the civil list to the total revenue is 
■small. The percentage was 8'76 in 1062, 6'86 in 1072, 6‘57 in 
1082, 4-04 in 1092, 3*83 in 1102, 3"58 in 1112 and 2’59 in 1119. 

The Government of the country is conducted in the name and 
under the control of His Highness the Maharaja. The Minister is 
designated Dewan. He is appointed by Ti Neet 
The Chief or Commission under Sign Manual. The 
Eaemtwe -Dewan is assisted by an organisedSeoretariat 

Officer. closely resembling that of the Government of 

India and a public service constituted generally 
on the British Indian model. 

The entire administration is carried on through several, well- 
organised departments. The aotiyities of these departments are 
separately and briefly described in the following 
Administrar chapters. Every administrative head addresses 
ti on , his proposals to the Government, and these 

recommendations are considered in the ,-Secre-. 
tariat and where necessary, are sorutinised by the Aocount and 
Audit Offioe. The decisions of the Government, whioh, in olden 
times, were issued over the signature of the head of the admini¬ 
stration in the form of Qhaitavanolas on palm leaves and later 
on in Malayalam and Tamil communications on paper have for 
many yoars past been issued in English by the Chief Secretary to 
Government in the form of orders, proceedings or letters. The 
commands of the Ruler are always issued in the form of Procla¬ 
mations or Neets under Sign Manual.- Except for purposes of 
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legislation and the aonduot of important ceremonies of State the 
Rulor rarely issues suoh direct commands in matters affecting 
the public administration. All notifications; proceedings and 
other matters to be made known generally are published in the 
Government Gazette which is issued every Tuesday in English 
and in Malayalam and Tamil. The Gazette is now in its eighty- 
second year. The history of Travaneore for nearly a oehtury 
without interruption reveals the faot that -the administration, 
adapting itself from time to time to modern forms of govern¬ 
ment, without abandoning its pristine characteristics and ideals 
has been conducted with a view to the progressive well-being of 
the country. A code of enaot.ments for Travanoore was first 
promulgated in 1835 A. d. Of these, Acts I to VII of 1010‘ m. e. 
provided for the working, powers and jurisdiction of law courts. 
Parts of Acts I and IV survive on the Statute Book. Both relate' 
to interest awardable under decrees. As the years have, gone by, 
‘■•he volume of legisRtion has become large and comprehensive. 

The revenue of the State is derived mainly from a system of 
( a) direct, taxation, (J) indirect taxation, (e) commercial services 
and (d) levies in connection with specific 
Taxation■ services. Taxation is covered by authority 

conferred by various statutory enaotments; 
the tax-payer’s obligations are defined and known; and collection is 
made on an established system. There are only two sources of 
revenue by direct taxation, viz-, land revenue and income tax. 
The incidence of taxation per head of the population in the case of 
land revenue was, in the year under report,”7 of a rupee. Taxes 
falling within the second category are for .the most part, duties 
on raw products or manufactured goods exported from Travan- 
core,- such -as tea, coir, fibre, yarn and other produots of the 
coeoanut palm, pepper, salted fish, turmeric, vegetable oils, etc. 
There is also , a system oT import duties, based mainly on.the 
British Indian tariff. "The general stamp revenue is also appre¬ 
ciable. Next oome indireot taxes, both fisoal and regulatory-in 
character, suoh as import duty on foreign liquor and-exoise duty 
on oountry liquor. The income derived from salt and tobacco is ' 
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considerable. The commercial and qnasi-commoroial depart¬ 
ments yielding revenue are Forest*, Anohal, Transport and 
•Railways. Under class (d) is an appreciable income derived from 
such specific servioes as registration of documents, oourt fees and 
tolls. 

The budget is framed annually and assigns most of the in. 
come of the year to the - well-being of the people. Education, 
public health, medical relief, the protection of 
. Application parson and property, the administration of 

of Be-oenue. justice and the provision of communications- 
and irrigation facilities oonsume the bulk of 
the revenue. * - . 

The Legislature. - 

Travancore was the first Indian State to have a Legislative 
Counoil; a Council with a minimum of nve members' having 
been brought into existence as early as 1888 
Early Oonsti- a. d. The strength and the powers of rthe 
tution. Council grew steadily with, the passing of years 

until as .a result of the Legislative Reforms 
Act of 1108 m. e,, (1932 A. d.), the legislature was reconsti¬ 
tuted in its present form. - 

:The present legislature consists of two Houses «rz., the Sri 
Mulam Assembly which is the lower House 
The Present and the Sri Chitra State Council which is the 
Legislature. upper House. The Assembly consists of 
seventy-two members of whom sixty-two 
’are non-officials and ten officials. The non-offioials form 83 
per cent, of the number of members. Forty-three non-official 
members are eleoted by general territorial 
The Sri Mulam constituencies and' five by special constituencies. 
Assembly . Fourteen non-offioiai seats are reserved for 

nomination by Government in order to give 
representation to minority communities and other inadequately 
represented interests. The Dewan is the President of the , 
Assembly, but a Deputy President elected by the Assembly is 
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empowered to preside at meetings in the absence of the Pre¬ 
sident. The State Council is composed of thirty 
2’b* firi seven members of whom twenty-seven or 73 
<'‘iu State per cent, are non-officials 'and ten officials. 
Goi’ocit. Sixteen non-official members are elected'by 

the general territorial constituencies and six 
t>v apeoiai constituencies. Five non-officials are nominated by 
tiro Government. The Deiran is the President of the Council 
also. A panel of chairmen is also nominated. 

The equality of women with men in the matter of voting 
and membership in regard to both Chambers is maintained. 

According to the latest electoral rules issued 
Pntnohm under the Legislative Reforms Act of 1108. 

all persons who hold lands within the State as 
registered owners, inamdars, tenants or Jcudiyans assessable to a 
tax of one rupee or more, persons who are assessed in a 
municipality to land on building or jjrofessional tax of any 
amount, persons who are assessed to inoome tax, all 
graduates of recognised universities in the British Empire 
who are not undergoing a course of instruction in a re¬ 
cognised institution, all discharged, retired or pensioned military 
officers of the Travanoore State Forces or of His Majesty’s ■ 
Army or Navy residing in Travancoro and’ all persons who are 
certified holders of fixed engines for fishing are eligible for the 
exercise of the franohiso in the general constituencies of the 
Assembly, provided they are not under twenty-one years of ago . 
The franchise for the State Council follows mainly the heads of 
qualifications for that relating to the Assembly but is fixed upon 
a higher standard. The property qualification is fixed at the 
payment of'an annual land tax of Rs. 25 or a Municipal tax of 
Rs. 5, and educational qualification is limited to graduates of ten' 
years’ standing. • Those who earn a monthly pension of not less 
than one hundred rupees on retirement from Government 
service are also eligible to vote in the general constituencies. 
Persons below the age of thirty are not eligible as voters or as 
candidates to the State Council. 
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Both houses of the legislature have the right to initiate and 
pass legislation, to disouss the annual budget and to ask questions 
and move resolutions on matters of general 
Powers of the public interest. All legislative measures 
Legislature . generally require the assent of both chambers 

before they can be passed into law. The new 
legislature not only retains all the old powers of legislation but is 
also free to consider many matters Avhich were not open to dis¬ 
cussion before. Measures affecting the Ruling Family, the re¬ 
lations with the Paramount Power and the. provisions of the' 
Legislative Reforms Act are some of the very few topics removed 
from the cognisance of the legislature. Provisions relating to 
the emergency powers of legislation and other powers vested in 
the Dewan and the Ruler’s prerogative to legislate independently 
of the legislature aro retained. The budget is presented to both 
Houses. The Assembly has a larger control than the State 
Council over finance, since the former has the fight to reduce 
or omit the grants forming part of a demand, while the latter 
has to deal with each demand as' a whole and is not entitled to 
to move for reduction of the grant or any item of the grant- 
comprising the demand. Provision is made for the constitution 
of joint committees comprised of an equal number of members 
from both chambers to settle any difference of opinion arising 
between them. A Publio Accounts Committee is constituted to 
deal with the audit and appropriation of the accounts of Go¬ 
vernment. The right of asking supplementary questions is 
extended to all members. These constitutional reforms embody 
a, substantial devolution of powers on the representatives of the 
people in the best interests of the State. 



CHAPTER IV. 


FINANCE. 

A general summary of the financial transactions of the year 
1119 as compared with those of 1118 is furnished below :— 

1118 . 1119 . 

{In lakhs of Its.) {In lakhs of Rs) 


Ordinary Revenue receipts 

... 398*08 

506*11 

Expenditure charged to revenue • 

.. 294*88 

366*20 

Contribution to Post-war Recon¬ 
struction Fund 

... 103*20 

130*91 

Contribution to Revenue Reserve 

e 


Fund* 


9*00 

Capital expenditure outside the 
revenue account 

... 32*19 

45*37 

Debt Head Transactions 

...(+ )52*-55 

( + )203*42 

Opening cash balance 

... 94.21 

114*57 

Closing cash balance 

... 114*57 

272*62 


The ordinary revenue for the year 1119 mounted 'up to 
Rs. 506*11 lakhs— vide Statement ‘A’ at the end of the chapter—a 
peak figure never attained before against 
Revenue . Rs. 398*08 lakhs only in 1118, thereby record¬ 

ing an improvement to the extent of Rs. 108*03 
lakhs. The'major heads of aoeount which mainly contributed to 
the above betterment are Customs (Rs. 7*53 lakhs), Excise 
(Rs. 14*39 lakhs), Forest (Rs. 19*32 lakhs), Taxes on Income 
(Rs. 54*85 lakhs), Railways (Rs. 3*35 lakhs). Interest (Rs. 3*29 
lakhs), Currenoy and Mint (Rs. 2*38 lakhs), Buildings, Communi¬ 
cations, etc., (Rs. 8*63 lakhs) and Receipts from Electric Schemes 
(Rs. T99 lakh). 

Larger receipts under the items'* Land Customs—Exports ’, 
‘ Duty (on Matches ’ and contribution received from the 
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Government of India on account of Match Excise Duty set off to 
some ' extent by fall under ‘ Land Customs Imports ’ and under 
‘Net Receipts from the Cochin Harbour Scheme’ explain the better¬ 
ment observed under Customs revenue. A general improvement 
is observed under almost all the sub-heads under ‘ Excise ’ and 
this accounts for the increase under the above major head of 
account. Larger sales and higher prioes obtained tor timber and 
soft wood due to war conditions have contributed to the major 
portion of the improvement noticed under ‘ Forest ’. The in¬ 
crease under ‘ Taxes on Income ’ is duo partly to the levy with 
efl'eci from 1-1-1119 of surcharge on the rates of inoome tax and 
super tax and also to the tax on agricultural incomes. The 
receipts from Railways have also increased appreciably due to 
war conditions. The larger : investments ,of surplus balances 
account for the increase under ‘Interest’. The increase under 
‘ Currency and Mint ’ was mainly due to the adjustment of the • 
gain on silver coins minted. The apjaion i m 1L aie observed 
under ‘ Buildings, Communications, etc. was due mainly to the- 
adjustment of the arrears of Road Funo. revenue which stood 
provisionally credited to ‘ Suspense Eecajt , u> me pioper head 
of account, ‘ Subventions from the Central Road Fund’ in 
the accounts for 1119. The increase ot about Rs. 2 lakhs obser¬ 
ved under ‘ Electrioity ’ was due to larger receipts realised from 
the working of the P. H. E. Scheme. 

The main items under which there was appreciable decrease 
in revenue during the year were ‘ Receipts from Miscellaneous 
Departments ’ and 4 Miscellaneous Receipts.’ Less receipts under 
‘ Mining—Royalty ’ and under ‘ Rubber Factory,’ account for 
the fall under the former head of account. There was a special 
receipt of nearly Rs. 10 lakhs in 1118 being the gain on the sale 
of certain investments and this accounts for the increased receipts 
in that year under ‘XXXVII Miscellaneous ’. Excluding this 
special receipt, the receipts 'in 1119 showsd an improvement to 
the extent of nearly Rs. 4 lakhs. 

The expenditure charged to revenue for the year—ti ide ' 
^Statement ‘B ’ at the end of the chapter —excluding the adjustment 
of Rs. 130*91 lakhs to the Post-war Recon- 
Bmpmdituve■ struction Fund and of Rs. 9 lakhs to the Revenue 
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Reserve Fund, amounted to Eg. 86G'2U lakhs from which it may 
be seen that the ordinary revenue expenditure lor the year under 
review was Rs. 71'82 lakhs more than that of the previous year. 

The increase in the rates of war allowance and the extension 
of the scope of the same chiefly account for the major portion of 
the increased expenditure under the several major heads of 
aocount. The increase oi Rs. 5 lakhs under ‘Forests’ is due to in¬ 
creased expenditure under ‘Conservancy and Works’. The in¬ 
crease under Savings Bantc balances, the payment of interest on 
t^ie overdrafts m the Imperial Rank of India and the preliminary 
expenses in connection with the flotation of the three per cent, 
loan, 1956, account tor the increase of Rs. 5’58 ■ lakhs under the 
major head *12 -interest'. Under “Education’, the expenditure 
rose from Rs. 53‘9i lakhs in T118 to ,Rs. 60“42 lakhs in 1119, 
thereby recording an excess of its. 6*48 lakhs mainly due to the 
grant of war- allowance to the Government employees as well as 
to teachers servmg m grant-m-aid schools. The increase to the 
extent of Rs. 3‘9o lakhs under ‘Stationery and Printing.’ was due 
maiuly to the prevailing high prices ot stationery articles. The 
abnormal increase in the cost - of labour and materials, the grant 
of war allowance .to subordinates, the adjustment of the arrears 
of Road Development Fund revenue by debit to the P. W. D. and 
credit to P. W. Revenue and the transfer of the unspent balances 
under ‘Original Works’ to a separata Reserve Fund for being 
utilised in subsequent years aocount for the inoreasod expenditure 
to the extent of over Rs. 19 lakhs undet the major head‘36-Build¬ 
ings, etc’. The increase in the number of personnel in the State 
Forces and the revision of salaries have contributed to the in¬ 
creased expenditure under Army. The expenditure incurred on 
Food and other various control measures accounts for the inorease 
under the major head ‘43.—Miscellaneous-Political Expenditure’. 

The revenue surplus for the year 1119 amounted to 
Rs. 139’91 lakhs asligainat Rs. 103’20 lakhs in 1118. Out of the 
above, Rs. .9 lakhs was transferred to the Revenue Reserve Fund 
and Rs. 130‘91 lakhs to the Post-war Reconstruction Fund, while 
the entire surplus of Rs. X03‘20 lakhs in 1118 was credited to the 
Post-war Reconstruction Fund. .This explains the variation 
noticed under the two heads ‘Revenue Reserve Fund’ and ‘Post¬ 
war Reconstruction Fund’. 
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The only major head under which an apparent decrease in 
expenditure is observed is ‘45,—'Miscellaneous’. Thisjwas mainly 
due to. the faot that the dearness allowances paid to Government 
servants in 1118 were accounted for in a lump under this head, 
while in 1119 the3e allo wances were classified as War Allowances 
under the several major heads oonoerned. 

The following statement gives a progressive aocount o£ the 
outlay on larger capital schemes up to the end of 1119 : — 


Bs. in lakhs. \ 

Kodayar Irrigation Project 81’34 ■ 

Qnilon-Trivandrum Railway . 54’05 

Chackai-Thampanoor Extension 21195 

Willingdon Water Works 58*16 

Bridge at Neriamangalam. 4'35 ■ ■ 

Neendakara Bridge Slob 

■ Drainage Scheme (Trivan- ' • ' . 

drum and Alleppey) 24*11 

iviofussil water supply schemes 27*40 

Town Improvement Works' 19‘71 

The Council Chamber. 2*75 

University Buildings 1*00 

Dustless surfacing to M. S. Road 15*33 

Military Buildings 15'58 

Trivandrum Electric Supply 12*19 

P. H.E. Scheme , ; 222'28 

Telephone scheme 13'05 

Radio Broadcasting . i 11*85 

Rubber Factory ' 4*73 * 

Clay Refining and Porcelain 

Factory ll'So 

State Transport 14*69 

Coastal Transport , 8*45 

Vanchi Olay Mines 1*02 

Fertilisers and Chemicals, Tra- 
vanoore, Ltd. 1*34 


The assets and liabilities in the books of the Government as 
they stood on the 31st Karkatakam 1119 are furnished, at the 
end of the chapter. 
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The fluid balances of Government- in cash and gilt-edged 
securities stood at Rs. 374*42 lakhs at the close of the year com¬ 
prising Rs. 272*62 lakhs in cash in Government treasuries and 
banks, Rs. 81*44 lakhs as investments hi Government securities at 
their purchase prioes and Rs. 20*36 lakhs aa short term deposits 
in banks. 

The balance under ‘Loans' advanced by Government for 
agricultural and other purposes stood at Rs. 55*14 lakhs as 
detailed below:— 

Rs. in lakhs. 


Loan to the Cochin Harbour 
authorities for Harbour 

works 35*86 

Do. for dredging plant 5-10 

Agricultural loans .. 5-39 

Industrial loans . 0-57 

Loan to Alleppey Municipality 

for water supply scheme 5-80 

Do. to Trivandrum Corpora¬ 
tion- 1-00 

Miscellaneous loans 1*42 

Total 55-14 
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STATEMENT B— (oontd) 


Comparative statement of disbursements under Major 
Heads for the years 1H-8 and 1119 . 
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The Statement of Assets and Liabilities in the Books of the 
Government during the years 1117 to 1119 . —( contd ,.) 


(N..B. The figures are in lakhs of Rupees ) 



Deposits not bearing interest with 











CHAPTER V. 


MAIN HEADS OF REVENUE. 

Land Revenue. 

The lands in the State, broadly classified, are of two distinct 
kinds from the point of view of ownership, tennre and incidence 
of taxation, one being pandaravaka (literally, 
Bam'of Land belonging to the Sirkar) forming more than 
Rights. seventy-five per cent, of the total area and the 

other jenmom (belonging to a jenmi or land¬ 
lord). Iu both cases the rights of the ryots are fixed and seoure 
and are governed by statntes and custom, the ryot deriving his 
title from the Sirkar or a jenmi, as the case may be. The Pro¬ 
clamation dated the 21st Edavam 1040 n. E.'2nd June 1865 a. d., 

' enfranchised the Sirkar pattom lands and declared “ that the 
ryots holding these lands may regard them fully as private, 
heritable, saleable and otherwise transferable 
Fixity of property ” and the Devaswom Proclamation 
Rights. dated the 30th Meenam 1097/12th April 1922, 

extended the same rights to holders of Sirkar 
Hevaswom lands. The Jenmi and Kudiyan Act, V of 1071, de¬ 
fined the law relating to -the respective rights of landlord and 
tenant hi regard to jenmom lands. Fundamental changes were 
made in 1108 m. e. (1933) in regard to the jenmikudiyam rela¬ 
tionship by the passing of the Jenmi, and Kudiyan (Amendment) 
Act, Xll of 1108. Under the new Act, the kvdiyan has only to 
pay jenmikaram ( jenmis ’ dues) to the jenmi through the Sirkar 
in respect of the land he holds in lieu of all and every one of the 
claims of the jenmi and the ‘payments need be made only in money. 
The kudiyan is declared the full owner of the lands with all the 
rights of ownership in the same way as the holders of pandava- 
pattorn lands* were declared owners by the Proclamation of 1040. 
There will be no occasion for the jenmi to come into contact, 
with the kudiyan as the jenmikaram is to bo collected from the 
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Teudiyan and paid to the jenmi by Government. Jenmom lands 
have been assimilated completely to the Sirkar lauds and all rela¬ 
tions of the Imdiyan with the jenmi are out off by this Amend¬ 
ment Act. His Highness Sri Ayilliam Tirunal enfranchised 
pandarapattom lands by the issue of the famous pattern Procla¬ 
mation of 1040 and His Highness Sri Chitra Tirunal enfran¬ 
chised jenmom lands by passing Act XII of 1108. 

In the case of pandaravaka lands held directly under the 
Sirkar, the tax due to the Sirkar is reailv patio in (rent) and it 
represents the share of the produce of the land 
Principlea of which tire Sirkar is entitled to. Jenmom lands 
Taxation. are either entirely tax-free or are subject to 

payment of Rajabhogam (King's dues) only. 

. In the former category are the Devaswom and Brahmaswom 
tanatu lands which remain nnalienated in the hands of the original 
jenmis (either Bra'hmaawoms or Devaswoms); but, once they 
are alienated for a money consideration, they are subjected to 
karampathippu (levy of assessment) and become liable to the 
payment of Rajabhogam to the Sirkar which is over and above 
the jenmi's due. Tile Rajabhogam levied in such circumstances 
is, however, only a light tax varying from one-eighth to one-fourth 
of the full assessment. In the oase of jenmom lands ooming under 
tlie category known as Madampimarvaka jenmom lands the 
Rajabhogam is one-eighth of the full assessment when the lands 
are in the hands of the jenmis ; but on alienation, such lands are 
subject to one-half of the full assessment. The pandaravaka 
lands are also subject to different rates of assessment varying 
from full assessment to absolute exemption from assessment. 
This peculiarity is due to historical, political and other causes. 
Favourably assessed lands date back to the remote past and new 
additions to the category are seldom, if ever, made. 

The earliest revenue settlement of the lands in the State, of 
which any records are available, was that of 914- m. e.;1738 a. d,, 
when Travancore lay within its present limits. 
Revenue Settle- There were subsequent settlements-,in 926 m. e./ 
ment- 1760 a. d., in 948 m. e./1772 a. d., in 978 m. e./ 

. • 1802 a. d., in 993 m..e./1817 a. d. and in 1012 
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m. e. ;1836 a. d. The assessment now in force was fixed at the 
last settlement which was commenced in 1883 and completed in 
1911. The tax fixed at that settlement was made permanent for 
a period of thirty years. Though: this period has long expired in 
the oase of some taluks, re-settlement has mot yet been started. 
The results of the settlement are exhibited in printed registers 
whioh give particulars of the survey number, extent, tenure,. 
full assessment ( pattam ), the net assessment (.irruppnkaram) etc., 
for eaoh holding. A scientific survey preceded the settlement of 
each taluk and every parcel of land in' eaoh village which came 
under settlement bears a separate survey number and the regis¬ 
ters in effect constitute a record of rights. 

At the last settlement, au endeavour was made to systematise 
and simplify the tenures as far as possible without generally 
. increasing the incidence of taxation. The 
Classification names of various tenures, now of little more 
of Tenures ■ than historical importance as evidencing the 

mutations of ownership, still linger in the pages 
of the Aycicut or Settlement Register. But all these tenures fall, 
into distinct and well-understood groups, whether classified aocord-. 
iug to the theoretical proprietorship of the lands or according to 
the nature of the conditions of the holding, both of which princi¬ 
ples determine the incidence of taxation. 

The assessment of wet lands is fixed, on a yield basis in paddy, 
determined by the seed or sowing capaoity of the land, and ranges 
from two-fifths to seven times the measure of 
Method of seed sown in the oase of single crop lands and 

Assessment . from three-fifths to ton and a half fold for 

double-crop lands. The assessment of other 
lands, known as garden or dry lauds, is fixed either on an acreage 
basis or on the basis of the trees grown, both not operating 
simultaneously. . For example, if a holding of an acre has twenty 
cocoanut palms and tan jack trees, each of the trees is .supposed 
to take up some space of land as “ standing room ” and a spooi- 
fio rate of tree-tax is levied for each of certain specified trees. 
The balance of the area not thus taken up is assessed on the 
aoreage basis, be it cultivated, say, with tapiooa or banana, or be 
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it uncultivated. There are fourteen tarams or rates of acreage 
assessment, based on the quality or productivity of the soil in the 
region. In fixing the assessment, care has been taken to provide 
for the lean years, and ordinarily no remission is allowed for 
failure of crops due to drought or excessive rainfall, though there 
are rules regulating the grant of seasonal remissions for proved 
failure of crops in the case of a few specified areas where it has 
not been possible to provide a sufficient margin. 

.Formerly, tax used to be collected in money as well as in 
kind such as cocoauuts and paddy. At the last settlement, all 
taxation in kind, except paddy in respect of 
Form of Ton paddy lands, was abolished and money pay. 
Payment. ments substituted. This paddy tax too was 

commuted into money in respect of pandara- 
vaka lands in 1082 M. E./1906 a. d. Payment of rent in kind 
continued in respect of K arudukrishy and Snpadarh lands. Even 
this payment in kind was changed in 11U2 m. e. 11927 a. d. and 
a system of'money payments introduced as in the case of pandora- 
vaka lands, the commutation rate being fixed annually in the 
case of Crown lands. 

For purposes of land revenuo administration, the State is 
divided into three divisions. - The general control of-the depart¬ 
ment was with the Land Revenue Commis- 
Ldnd Revenue sioner till the post was abolished towards the 
Administration, olose of the year 1116 and the statutory and 
administrative powers vested in him were 
taken over by Government, the Division Peishkars and Assistant ' 
Peishkars. Eaoh division is composed of taluks under the charge 
of Tahaildars and each taluk is sub-divided, into pakuthies which 
constitute the unit of land revenue administration, a Prove-rthikar 
being in charge of eaoh pakuthi. There are now 30 taluks and 
421 pakuthies. All the permanent Tahsildars and village offioers 
have been trained in survey. 
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!n recent years cultivation has been steadily extending into 
the interior. This is the result of the opera- 
Extent of tion of three .sets of rules which regulate the 
Cultivation. assignment of Government lands for cultiva¬ 
tion. These are 

(i) the Puduval Rules for the assignment of land for 
the older and more general forms of agriculture devoted to the 
raising of grains, vegetables, fruits, etc.; 

(ii) the rules for the assignment of lands on the Travun- 
core hills for the cultivation of ooffee and tea ; and 

(rii) the rules for the assignmeni of lands for the cultiva¬ 
tion of cardamoms. While Government are anxious to open up 
lor cultivation new areas and to enoourage maximum production 
it was considered inexpedient at the present juncture and in order 
not to handicap future policy, permanently to alienate extensive 
areas of land. It was therefore ordered that all registries of land 
should be kept in abeyanoe and that only leases for periods 
ranging from 3 to 7 years should be granted. 

The recorded total area of the State is 4,903,520 acres. The 
total area under occupation at the end of the year was 2,683,666 
acres against 2,582,798 acres at the end of the 
distribution previous year. Of the total - arable land 
of Land and 600,412 acres were wet lands and 1,983,254 

Extent of acres dry or garden lands. The average extent 

Cultivation. of arable land per head of population was 
42'56 cents. 


Until 1102, the practice was to credit the sale proceeds of 
Government land as ordinary revenue, but in that year the 
praotice was superseded by the system of 
Capital Reve- showing in the budget su.ch realisations, which 
nue—Sale Pro - are more or less in the nature of capital 

‘ aeeds °f Land - receipts derived from permanent alienation of 
the assets with the Government, as capital 
- revenue. The demand for the year under this head including the 
l alance at the .end of the previous year was Rs. 179 lakh against 
hs 3 12 lakhs m 1118. Of this a sum of Rs, 1’60 lakh was 

oolleoted and a sum of Rs, 1,206 remitted; •' 
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• The total demand under current revenue and arrears was 
Rs, 4ST6 lakhs against Rs. 48'80 lakhs in 1118, and of this, a sum 
of 11s. 44’22 lakhs was collected and Rs. I'Ol 
. Demand, Coir lakh. remitted, the percentage of collection 
lection and including remission being 93'9 against 90’4 in 

Balance. 1118. The balance outstanding at the end of 

the year was Rs. 2'94 lakhs against Rs, 4'69 
lakhs at the end of the previous year, 

The number of demand notices issued during the year fell 
from 0*75 lakhs in 1118 to 5'90 lakhs in 1119, and the number 
of distraint and attachment notices issued was 
Coercive 18,123 in 1119 against 32,228 in 1118. The- 

Action. number of defaulters whose properties were 

sold during the year was 0,704 against 13,885 
in the previous year. The percentage of sales to the number of 
demand notices was 17 against 1'9 in 11.18, The average prion 
fetched per acre was Rs. 03'S in the case of wet lands and Rs. IS'3 
in the case of dry lands against Rs. 48 and Rs. 23 respectively in 
1118. 55'8 per cent of the Ayacat revenue was paid by the 

patfadars on or before the due date against 50'ti per cent in 1118. 

'The number, of revenue cases for disposal during the year 
was 311,349 of whioh 258,919 were disposed of, the percentage of 
•disposal being 83‘2 against 76*8 in 1118, Of 
Revenue the oases disposed of 248,600 related to transfer 

Cases.. , . of registry, 4,635 were oases undfer the Land 

Conservancy Aot, 3,074 were puduval cases, 
340 were kar(imp(tl\ippu oases, 1,484 were cases under the 
Land Acquisition Act and the rest were miscellaneous cases. The 
number of. revenue appeals for disposal fell from 1,177 in 1.118 
to 777 in 1119, and of these, 732 were disposed of. 

The w. a of puduval lands assigned during the year was 797 
aores againit 2,690 acres in 1.118. Of this the area assigned by 
auction was 16 aores and that without auction 
Registry of 781 acres. The total area brought under re- 
Lands. gistry under the Waste Land Rules, Cardamom 

Rules and Puduval Rules during the year was 
999 acres against 3,569 aores in the previous year. The decrease 







was dm; to the restrictions imposed hi regard to the assignment 
of Government lands. 

The total extent of land assigned in the names of members 
of backward communities np to the end of 111.9 from both with¬ 
in and outside the earmarked area was 9,592 acres. 

The subjoined statement furnishes details of the extent of 
Conversion, of land fit for conversion, the area converted up 
Dry lands into to the end of 1118 and during 1119 and the 
Wet lands- balance available for oonversion :— 



Total . 26,726 20,924 29 j 6,773 


There were 1,557 land acquisition oases for disposal of which 
1,484 cases were disposed of. Land compen- 
Land A/ypd- sation to be paid amounted to Rs. 4‘06 lakhs of 
sitionWork* which a sum of Rs. 3'59 lakhs was disbursed 
during the year. 

The number of public markets at the end of the year was 
252 against- 247 at the end of the previous year. Of these 78 
were in the Trivandrum Division, 89 in the 
Markets- Quilon Division and 85 in the Kottayam Divi¬ 

sion ; 205 were combined fish and vegetable 
markets, 16 vegetable markets, 16 cattle markets and 15 fish 
markets ; 22 of these were evening markets, A sum of Rs. 2’10 
lakhs was realised daring the year by the leaso of public markets 
against Rs. 1' 17 lakh ill 1118. There were 392 private markets 
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at the end of the year against 382 at the end of the previous year. 
The license fees realised amounted to Es. 4,850 against Rs. 4,500 
m 1118. A sum of Rs. 7,630 was spent during the year, against 
Rs. 5,769 in 1118, on improvements to public markets and 
■wages to menials attached thereto. 

The taluks in which inspection of State boundaries has to be 
oonduoted are Tovala, Agastiswaram, Chirayinkil, Shencotta, 
Quilon, Shertalla, Vaikom, Muvattupuzha, 
Inspection of Kunnatnad, Parur, Devicolam and Poermade. 
State Bounda- The Tahsildars of all the above taluks inspected 
. rie S ' either the entire length of the boundary or a 

portion thereof in their respective taluks. The 
Division Peishkars of Trivandrum and Quilon inspected the State 
boundary or portions thereof in.their respective Divisions, and the 
Division Peishkar, Kottayam inspected. portions of the boundary 
in the taluks of Devicolam, Peermade, Vaikom and Kunnatnad. 

The Land Records Maintenance staff surveyed during the year 
2,293 porambdkes having an area of 356 acres and -5,776 puduval 
and other sub-divisions measuring 3,955.acres 
Land Records against 4,152 poramboheg measuring 10,440 
Maintenance. acres and 7,306 puduval and other sub-divi¬ 
sions measuring 5,196 aores in 1118. They 
detected 1,538 encroachments against 1,927 in 1118. The Revenue 
Supervisors who inspected the work of the staff verified and re¬ 
fixed theodolite stations, enquired into land complaints and 
attended to the work of pointing out the boundaries of registered 
■ holdings and the survey and demarcation of sub-divisions on the 
application of parties. They verified 4,557 porambohe numbers, 
5,503 puduval and other sub-divisions aud 3,245 encroaohments 
on Government lands. The Tahsildars inspected 1,772 poram- 
boke numbers, 1,813 pndwal and other sub-divisions and 1,232 
enoroachments on Government lands. There were 3,812 appli¬ 
cations for pointing out the boundaries of registered holdings 
and for the demarcation and survey of sub-divisions, and of these 
1,585 were disposed of. 

The Division Peishkars controlled the administration of the 
treasuries in the State. A new sub treasury 
' Miscellaneous . was opened at Ghengannur as a disbursing 
treasury. 
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There are 369 pakuthies in the State where there are jenniom 
lands ooming under Section 3 (1) of the Jenmi and Kudiyan Act. 

The jenmikaram registers of all these paku- 
Jenmikaram thies were completed and finally approved; 
Settlement and the collection of jenmiharam in respeot 

Work- thereof has been assumed by Government. 

The total demand for the year under jenmi¬ 
karam, was Rs. 11,80,869 of which a sum of Rs. 8,52,738 was 
collected and Rs. 3,3.32 remitted, leaving a balance of Rs. 3,24,799 
at the end of the year. 

The receipts of the Land Revenue Department during the 
Receipts and year amounted to Rs. 44’12 lakhs. The ex- 
Expenditure■ penditure was Rs. 10'03 lakhs. 


Survey Department. 

Superintendent, Travancore Mr. S. Sivarcmakrishna 
Survey. Aiyar, M. A. 

The work of the Survey Department mainly consists of 
special and miscellaneous cadastral survey, 
Work of the training of candidates in survey and lithogra- 
Department. phy of village and other maps. 

The extent of lands surveyed and demarcated during the 
year was 1,106’32 acres of cardamom lands and 2,426 - 16 aores 
of puduval lands. Miscellaneous cadastral 
Special and surveys over an area of 2,6C3'96 acres were 
Miscellaneous also conducted. Computation and mapping of 

Cadastral 55 acres of tea and rubber lands, 2,135‘18 

Survey- acres of cardamom lands and C>,325'30 acres of 

puduval lands were carried out. Joint inspec¬ 
tion and verification with the British Indian authorities of 
portions of the State boundary were conducted during the year. 
The departmental officers conducted tho joint verification with the 
Cochin authorities of portions of the single line boundary and also 
the verification of portions of the double line boundary between 
the two States. 
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miles were printed 


Sixteen-inch maps for 41*26 square 
Lithography during the year. 
of Maps• 

Including the 414 field measurement sketches pending eheok 
at the end of 1118, the total number of 
Land, Records sketohes for verification .was 4,611. Of these. 
Maintenance. 3,994 wore returned to the Xaksildars, 2,547 
after final check and 1,447 for correction. 
The balance left over at the end of the year was 617. 

There was a higher oourse of training in survey during the 
year in which 15 Government servants were 
Survey Train- trained. 396 candidates were trained, in the 
ing. Central Survey School during the four courses 

of the year and 329 were successful in the 

final examinations. 

The receipts of the Survey Department during the year 
Receipts and amounted to Rs. 7,888. The expenditure 
Expenditure- amounted Rs. 64,518. 


Income Tax. 


Income Torn CommissionerRajyasevaprctvina 
C. Pctra-mesaoaran Pillai, 
B.A.,B.L. 

Rajyctsevapravina G. Parameewaran Pillai, Chief Secretary 
to Government, exercised the powers of ‘Commissioner’ and ‘Chief 
Revenue Authority’ under the income Tax Act 
Administra- and the Agricultural Income Tax Aot and was 
i{ on . in charge of the Department. The Agricultural 

Income Tax Act (I of 1119) became operative 
during the year and to implement the working of the Aot the 
territorial jurisdiction of the Collectors was slightly modified. 
The modifications made included the creation of an additional 
oirole with headquarters at Alleppey. 
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The number of assesses under Income Tax rose from 3,428 
in J]. LS to 3,883 in 1119. 01 these, 3,541 were individuals, 322 
companies and 20 registered firms. The nmu- 
Asseasmenl her of assessments made under the Agricultural 
Proceedings- Income Tax Act during the year was 453, of 
which 399 were individuals and 54 companies. 

Tiia aggregate demand for the year under Inoome Tax 
and Agricultural Income Tax amounted to 
t Demand , Es. 94,84,903 of which Rs. 88,39,467 was ool- 

OoU-ecfiou and lected and Es. 73,086 was either remitted or 
Balance. written off, leaving a balance of Rs, 5,72,350 

pending eoEecfcion at the end of the year. 

During the year under report there was a marked increase 
in the revenue from Income Tax. This increase was due partly 
to the levy of a surcharge on the basic rates of Income Tax and 
Super Tax charged under Act X of 1119, the larger profits 
derived by the assessees and the careful and systematic scrutiny 
of their accounts by the department. The total demand under 
Income Tax inclusive of arrears was Rs. 76 - 74 lakhs against 
Rs. 36’34 lakhs in 1118. Including the remission of Rs. 70,802 
the total collection amounted to Rs. 72'31 lakhs, the percentage of 
collection being 94 - 2 against 92'7 in 1118. There was a balance 
of Rs. 4'43 lakhs pending collection at the end of the year as 
against Rs. 2’65 lakhs at the end of 1118. 

The total demand under Agricultural Income Tax was 
Rs. 18'1 lakhs out of which a sum of Rs. 16'79 lakhs was collected 
and a sum of Rs. 2,284 was remitted leaving a balance of 
Rs. T2.9 lakh pending collection at the end of the year. 

The incidence of taxation per head of population works out to 
Rs. 1-12-12, the incidence under income tax alone being Rs. 1-5-0 
as against chs. 14 cash 12 in 1118 and that under agricultural 
income tax being chs. 7 cash 12. - 

The Income Tax Commissioner had 78 appeal cases and 17 
, revision petitions for disposal of which 21 

Appeals and appeal cases and 8 revision petitions were dis- 
Bevision Peti- posed of during the year. Of the 339 appeals 
Hons • under Ineome Tax for disposal by the Deputy 

Commissioner, 153 were disposed of by Mm. 
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Under Agricultural Income Tax. the number of appeals on 
the files of the Commissioner and the Deputy Commissioner were 
5'and 96 respectively. The appeals were filed towards the ‘close 
of the year and only .one case could bn disposed of. 

EXCISE DEPARTMENT. 

Commissioner. Mr. P. G. Narayanan Umdthan, B. A., B. L, 

Salt Revenue. 

The supervision and control over the manufacture of salt in 
the factories in South Travancore and the administration of salt 
Control. revenue in the State rest with the Excise De- 

partment. 

Salt is a Government monopoly as in British India and one 
of the primary industrial concerns of the State. Tim expansion 
of the salt industry during the last few years 
System. has ma de the State self-sufficient. The Mann- 

lacture of salt in the factories is entrusted to 
licensees. In the case of the old factories, Government are 
entitled to get. free of payment GO per cent of the salt manu¬ 
factured. This is called mslvaram or Government’s share of the 
produce. The remaining 40 por cent, is the share of the lioensee 
and is oalled kudivaram■ This latter quantity is also-taken over 
by Government on payment of a fixed price called kudivila■ 
This price was 7$ chs. per maund till 1092, when it was raised to 
Hi ohs. to meet the increased cost of manufacture. In 1095, the 
kvdivila was raised to 12§ chs. per maund to cover the additional 
expenditure incurred by the licensees for weighing salt before 
storage, which was necessitated by the passing of a new set of rules 
under the Salt Act, III of 1088. In 1107, the kudivila was 
raised to 17 chs. 1-5 cash (10 annas) per maund with a view to 
provide a fair margin of profit for the licensees of the old 
factories. This price, when spread over the whole quantity 
manufactured by the licensees and taken delivery of by Govern¬ 
ment, works out to 7 chs. 2 cash per maund. As regards the 
new factories, the licensees who have to deliver to Government a 
stipulated quantity of salt every year, are paid * kudivila varying 
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from 2$ to 2f-annas per maund on the quantities so delivered. 
They have, however, .themselves to .oonstrnot and maintain' the 
necessary works in the factories, whereas the Government do this 
in the old factories. Salt for consumption was sold by Govern¬ 
ment agencies in bankshalls, depots and. factories except in the 
Devicolam Excise Division. In that Division, the consumers 
: themselves are permitted to import the salt required'by them 
from the adjoining British Districts on payment of duty at the 
' choio&eys. • * 

There were 19 salt factories in the State all situated in South 
Travaneore and they were all working under the modified excise 
system. The total extent of pan area available 
Home Salt■ for the manufacture of salt was 592’54: sores 

as in 1118. Of this area, manufacture was 
carried on only in 5GP54 sores against 56085 acres in the 
l previous year. The total quantity of salt manufactured in all 
the (Moms together increased from 798,494 maunds in 1118 to- 
; 1,675^326 maunds in 1119. Including ""the excess found at the 
time of storage and sale, the out-put during the year was 
1,749,954 maunds against 974,717 maunds in the previous year. 
The increase was due to the favourable season for salt manu- 
facture as well as to the scraping of salt for eight months during 
[ the year instead of during the Thai Pani alone as was done in 
‘previous years. The average yield per acre increased from 
1,737'93-maunds in 1118 to 3,116‘3o maunds in 1119. The total 
quantity of salt borne in the aooounts, including stock at the 
beginning of the year, was 4,786,360 maunds and 6 seers against 
. 4,719,520 maunds and 2 seers in the previous year. A total 
. quantity of 1,743,276 maunds was expended during the year 
> leaving'a balance of 3j043,084 maunds and 6 seers at the end of 
! the year. 

As. in the previous year, part of the requirements of the 
Cochin State was supplied from the. salt manufactured in this 
• State. A quantity of 242,190 maunds of salt 
Export of . was exported for. supplydo the Coohin Govern. 
Salt. *- mant as against 64 ; 900 maunds in 1118. 
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The quota system for the sale of salt in the factories and 
depots was temporarily suspended with effect from the 5th July 
1944 (22nd Mithnnam 1119). The rules for 
Sale of Salt- the issue of salt duty free for use in manu¬ 
facture were also amended." ' Under the 
amended rules all those whose requirements are below 100 
maunds of salt should pay an annual fee of B. Rs. 50 and execute 
a bond in the prescribed form with one approved surety. The 
bond is liable to renewal every financial year on payment of the 
above fee. 


The following statement compares the consumption of salt 
Salt comump- during the years 1118 and 1119 :— 
tion- 


1119 


1,561,351 


1,354 


1,562,705 


Deducting 5,880 maunds of salt issued for industrial and 
manurial purposes the total consumption per head duping the 
year was 21‘03 'pounds against 20*67 pounds in 1118. f 


The manufacture of bye-products like calcium sulphate was 
continued and a quantity of 172 tons and 9 cwts. of calcium sul. 

phate was manufactured during the year. The 
Bye-products research branch attaohed to the University 
of Salt- conducted experiments for improving the 

quality of salt and for the manufacture of 
mixed salts from bitterns. As a result of the experiments it wa» 
found that the bitterns in the salt factory could be used for the 
purification of water. 9,088 gallons of bitterns were sent to thf 
Willingdon Water Works, Trivandrum for this purpose. 
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Excise Revenue. 

The excise revenue is derived from the manufacture and sale 
of country liquor and from licenses for the sale 
Sou-roes of of toddy, country and foreign liquors, from 
Revenue . tobacco, opium and its derivatives and ganja. 

The vend of arrack and toddy is conducted on the lines of 
what is known as the ‘Independent Shop System’ under which the 
privilege of vend is auctioned shop by shop by 
Eaidse System, the Excise Commissioner and given to the 
highest bidder. The supply of.arrack.is made 
under the ‘Contract Distillery System’ under whioh a contractor 
manufactures and supplies arrack to the .independent shop con¬ 
tractors throughout the State except in the Devioolarn taluk. In 
the Devicolam taluk the right of manufacture and vend of 
arrack is farmed out to one contractor. In,regard .to toddy the . 
independent shop system with.its,accompaniment of tree-taxis in 
operation throughout the State except in .the. Devicolam and Peer- 
made taluks. Under this system the independent shop .holder. en¬ 
joys the privilege both of manufacture and vend of toddy in . the 
shops for which ha is granted license. He can draw toddy only 
from trees licensed to him for the purpose, on payment of the 
prescribed tree-tax. There is no manufacture or sale of toddy .in 
the Devicolam and the Pee.rmade taluks. 

The biennial contracts in respeot of arrack and toddy shops 
which were entered into at the beginning of 1118 oontinned daring 
1119 without any ohange in the system. The 
Abhari (Jon- contract taken by the Travancore .'Sugars and 
tract- Chemioals, Ltd., for the manufacture and 

supply of jaggery arrack ;to the independent 
shops for two years from the-beginning.of 1118 oontinued during 
1119 also. The total number of toddy shops and arrack shops 
working during the year was. 1,4.54 as. in the .previous year. 

The arrack required for the State was manufactured '-by‘the 
Travancore Sugars and Chemicals, Ltd., in their distillery at 
■ - Nagerooil. Coco-brandy was manufactured at 

Arrach. Vaikom by the Devicolam Distilleries, Ltd. 

The duty and the supply prioe of arrack was 
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B. Rs. 6-9-0 and B. Rs. 3-0-0 respectively per proof gallon till the 
15th of Vrisohikam 1119 when the duty price was enhanced to 
B. Rs. 7-0-0 and the supply price to B. Rs. 3-2-0 per proof gallon. 
The strength of the jaggery arrack and ooco-brandy supplied to 
the licensees remained the same as in 1118, viz., 2 5° U. P. and 
35° U. P. respectively. '’The spirits manufactured were subjected 
to chemical examination every quarter and certified by the 
Industrial Chemist th,at they were free from poisonous or delete, 
rious substances and quite fit for human consumption. The total 
number of arraok shops excluding the shops in the Devicolam 
taluk was 393 83 in 1118. 

The quantity of arraok oonsumed during the year was 
231,142*20 proof gallons of jaggery arrack and 4,259'91 proof 
gallons of coco-brandy as against 188,751'70 . 
Consumption proof gallons of arrack and 3,792'89 proof 

of Arrack- gallons of cooo-brandy in 1118. The increase is 

mainly due to the rise in the prices of agricul¬ 
tural produoe and the large influx of money into the State as a 
result of the war. Effective preventive measures excluded possi¬ 
bilities for leakages and this was also partly responsible for the 
increase. The average incidence of vend rent per proof gallon 
for the whole State was Chs. 21 Oa. 13 as against Chs. 27 Ca. 12 in 
1118. The incidence of taxation on country spirits per head of 
gopnlation was* Chs. 8 Ca. 10 as against Chs. 6 Ca. 12 in the 
previous year. 

The number of toddy shops working during the year was 
1,061 as in the previous year. The average 
Toddy Re- area and population per shop were 6'55 sq 
venue. miles and 5,660 inhabitants respectively. 

The rate of tree-tax remained the same as in the previous 
year viz-, |B. Rs. 2-1-0'per palmyra tree, B. Rs. 4-2-0 per cocoa- 
nut tree and B. Rs. 8-4-0 per Choondappam 
Tree-Taes. (Sago palm) tree per half year. The total 
amount of tree-tax collected rose from Rs, 5'95 
lakhs in 1118 to Rs, 7'36 lakhs in 1119. 
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The number of trees licensed for tapping during the years 
111.8 and 1119 is given below :— 

Trees , tapped. 


licensed. 


'1119 


Cocoanut 

.Palmyra 

Choonaappana 


91,970 119,747 

24,978 37-,314 

32,509 ' 40,989 


Great difficulty was experienced by the contractors in com¬ 
manding a sufficient number of tappers. But in spite of these ; 
adverse conditions the inoreaso in the number of trees licensed was 
the result of continued insistence of the department on improving 
the tree-tax revenue coupled with the demand for toddy under 
existing conditions. 

The quantity of foreign liquor including all varieties im- 
* ported into the State in 1119 was 3,626 gallons as against 9,343 
gallons in. the previous year. 32 permits were 
Foreign issued to persons othqr than licensed vendors 

liquor . for the import of foreign liquor. The liquor 

imported consisted mainly of spirits, wine, ale, 
beer, porter, etc. The Travancore Sugars and Chemicals, Ltd., 
manufactured a total quantity of 8,705 - 5 gallons'of whisky, 
brandy and gin during the year under report. 

The independent shop system in regard to the vend of opium 
and ganja continued to be in force during the yqar. The con¬ 
tract for 1118 having terminated by the end 
System of of Karkatakam 1118 fresh contracts were 
sale . of Opium entered into for 1119. But unlike in previous 
, and Ganja. years the privilege of sale of opium and ganja 
was auotioned separately and separate licenses 
were granted. This system was introduced with a view to main¬ 
tain separate aooouht3 under- opium and ganja revenue, 
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The issue price of opium was raised from B. Rs. 87 to • 
B. Rs. 102 per seer and that of ganja was raised from B. Rs. 35 
to B. Rs. 40 per seer with effeot from the 22nd Meenam 1119. 

There were 133 opium shops and 133 ganja shops in 1119 
against 131 opium and ganja shops in 1118. The quantities of 
opium and ganja issued for sale in 1119 were 
Consumption 1,985 seers 30'81 tolas and 5,423 seers 46'66 
of opium and tolas respectively, the corresponding figures 
ganja- for the previous year being 2,007 seers 50 

tolas and 5,935 seers 50 tolas respectively. 
The average consumption per head of population in 1119 was 
0"026 tola of opium and 0'071 tola of ganja against 0’026 tola 
of opium and 0'076 tola of ganja in 1118. 

The tobaoco revenue of the State is derived by the impositiQn 
of an import duty as well as by a system of control over sales 
by the issue of licenses for the ■ wholesale and 
Tobacco-System retail sale of tobaoco. The wholesale and 
of supply and retail lioense system for the vend of tobacco 
sale. including beedi and beedi tobaoco was preva¬ 

lent throughout the State during the year # 
under report as in the previous years. An import duty of 
B. Rs. 200,. per oandv was levied for Jaffna tobaoco during the 
year. The rate of import duty for Coimbatore and Tinnevelly 
tobacco was B. Rs. 120 per oandy till the 20th Karkatakam 1119 
when the duty was enhanced and fixed at B. Rs. 150 per candy. 

A fee of B. Rs. 20 is charged on each lioense for the whole¬ 
sale vend of tobacco. A fee of B. Rs. 5 is charged on a license 
> for the retail vend of tobacco of the A'olass^and a fee of B. Re. 1 
is charged on each license for the, retail vend of tobacoo of the 
-B class. 

The eonsumption of duty paid tobaoco in the State during 
the year under report was 16,30a candies as against 16,894 
candies in the previous year. Leaving out a 
Tobaoco con- third of the population as non-chewers and 
sumption■ children, the average consumption per head 

of population during the year was approxi 
mately 2'4 lbs. as against 2*5 lbs, in 1118, 
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Under the various Excise laws, 2,073 oases involving 2,242 
persons were reported during 1119 against 1,609 oases involving 
1,753 persons in 1118. The increase in the 
Excise Offeiices- number of oases was due to the effeotive detec¬ 
tion work turned out by the staff of the 
department. Including 81 oases involving 122 persons pending 
at the beginning of the year, 2,154 cases involving 2,364 persons 
were handled by the department during the year. Of these 2,044 
oases involving 2,168 persons were charged before the magistracy, 
50 cases involving 90 persons were disposed of : departmentally 
and 60 oases involving 106 persons were pending investigation 
at the end of the year. Including 50 cases pending with the 
magistracy at the beginnings of the year, 2,094 cases were tried 
by the magistracy during the year -. Of these, 2,032 eases ended- 
in conviction and 17 in acquittal while 45 oases were pending at 
the end of the year. 

Customs Revenue. 

Travancore’s right to levy customs duty is governed by the 
Commercial Treaty of 1040 m. s. (1865 a. d.) called the Inter- 
portal Trade Convention. The main commo- 
Import Duty- dities of dutiable imports by land under the 
' Convention are snuff, oigars, cigarettes, beedies 
and beedi leaves and tobaoco. Imports through sea oustoms are 
mainly ale, beer and other liquorB, wine, cement, ohemioals and 
apparatus, iron, steel and other metals, textile manufactures, etc. 
But owing to the war there was praotioally no import through, 
sea-customs during the year. 

The total receipts under imports during 1119 were Bs. 8'02 
lakhs against Bs. 9‘13 lakhs in the previous year. The deorease . 
is mainly due to the fall of B. Bs. 2'01 lakhs under beedi tobacco. 

. In regard to exports, the State is free to levy duty on any- 
commodity. Under the Interpo-rtal = Trade Convention,. however,. 

the rate of-duty on tariff valuation shall not- 
Export-Duty. exceed 5 per .cent, on all ordinary exports, 
10 per cent, on timber and Bs. 15 a candy on 
pepper and areoannt. The i most important of the articles on 
which export duty is levied are copra, coir, coooanut oil, 
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coooauuts, tea, pepper, ginger, areoauuts, oardamom, rubber and 
hides. 

The .total export duty collocted during the year was Rs. 

. 46*18 lakhs against Rs. 33*71 lakhs in 1118. The export duty 
collected during the year is the highest so far on record. The 
various articles produced from the cocoanut palm, viz;, copra, 
cocoanut., coir, cocoanut o'd, punma etc., yielded B. Rs. 16*21 
lakhs or .-S3 per cent, of the total export duty collected during 
the year. The*large increase under export duty is Mainly due to 
the greater demand in British India and the greater purchasing 
power of the people outside. 

The levy of .an excise, duty on matches having been given 
effect to by the Government of India in 19S4, the Travancore 
State along with other Indian States agreed to 
Duty on Mai- levy a corresponding duty on matohes manu-. 
ekes- . factored in the State and to pay the proceeds 

thereof into a oominon pool along with the 
proceeds of the British Indian duty for ultimate distribution bet¬ 
ween Britisli India on the one hand and the various States that 
have agreed to come into the arrangement on the other on the 
basis of population. 

During the first quarter of the year under review six matoh 
■factories were working in the State. During the second quarter 
a. new factory on cottage type basis was started. ' The seven 
factories were’working throughout the year. Out of these seven 
factories four were manufacturing matches as cottage industries 
and one on an ordinary type basis. The. remaining two factories 
were manufacturing splints and veneers only. Messrs. West 
Coast Chemicals and Industries, Ltd., who were running their 
ordinary type of matoh factory at. Mudichal gold it to another - 
Company viz., the Vanjinad Matches and Industries Ltd., and the 
purchasers started the manufacture of matches on an ordinary 
type basis. 

The total receipts, under duty on Matches during 1119, 
deducting refunds, amounted to Rs. 8*81 lakhs agaipst Rs. 4*73 
lakhs M 1118. The .contribution from the Government of India 
during, the year amounted to Rs. • 3*14 lakhs against Rs, 4*23 
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ialdia in 1118. The excise duty on matches, deducting refunds, 
realised in this State during 1110 was Rs. 3*66 lakhs against 
Rs. 49,084 in 1118. This increase under excise duty on matches 
collected in the State was mainly due to the increase in the large 
30ale manufacture of matches by the Vanjinad Matches and 
Industries, Ltd. 

The'Sugar control scheme as laid down in the Sugar Control 
Order, 1117 continued to be in force during the year under 
report and the Excise Commissioner continued 
S'ur/ar Control■ to J’unotion as Sugar Controller. Sugar con¬ 
trol is being carried on generally as in British 
India. The control instituted on sugar under the Sugar Control 
Order, 1117 was extended during the year to all forms of refined 
sugar containing 90 per cent, of sucrose and also to sugar pro¬ 
ducts under a revised order called the Sugar and Sugar Products 
Control Order, 1119, following a similar order passed in British 
India. 

The Thuckalai Sugar Factory which is the only sugar re¬ 
finery in the State and which was remaining dosed from the 30th 
September 1942 for want of raw material, viz., palmyra jaggery, 
resumed working on the 27th May 1944. 

The supply of sugar from North India was generally regular 
throughout the year and with the restarting of manufacture in 
the Thuckalai Sugar Factory, the sugar position in the State 
improved considerably. A total quantity of 85,958 bags of sugar 
was distributed during the year as against 47,360 bags in 1118. 

The restrictions imposed on the ■ export of tapioca, tapioca 
flour, jaggery, fish, bones of animals, sugar oane, laurel and 
niarotti oh cakes and seeds, tender cocoanuts, 
Miscellaneous• all cattle including, bulls, cows and buffaloes, 
all food grains specified in the Food Control 
Order, 1117, all machinery and other iron, steel or copper goods 
or material including scrap, gunny bags, banana flour, products 
of paddy or rioe, straw, ragi or its 'products, tamarind iucluding 
tamarind seeds and poultry including ducks, were continued dur¬ 
ing the year under report, * In addition to this, Government also 
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imposed restrictions on the export of Kodappwm or C'hoondap- 
■pana pith or flour, eggs, coir yarn, qocoanut oil cakes, mango- 
wood and jack-wood planks and logs, fire-wood, fuel and charcoal, 
gingelly seeds and oil, rice husk, ashes and dung of all sorts, 
ground-nut oil, chillies and drugs. 

The excise duty imposed on kerosene at the rate of 4 annas 
and 6 pies per Imperial Gallon continued to be in force during 
the year under report. 

The following statements show the receipts and expenditure 
of the department for the years 1118 and 
Receipts and 1119: — 

Expenditure. 

Receipts. 


Abkari & Opium 


Custom. 


1118. ! 1119. 


22,03,C 
37,39,.*] 
65,21,1 


Duty on Matches (after deducting refund:*) 


3,50,896 


Total 


Expend!! 


Ills. ; 1119. 


■1,176 i 1,68,368 

2,603 | 6,38,707 

1,664 j 1,36,53S 
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Forest Reyenue. 

Conservator . Jiao Bahadur T. V. VenMteswara 

Aiyar, M. A- 

Government have laid it down as their definite policy 
that the denudation of forests and the wholesale registration and 
fragmentation of forest areas should be 
Forest Policy, rigorously oheoked. The disafforestation of . 

forest lands for the purpose of cultivation has 
thus been completely stopped. Swampy and grassy areas within 
forests will be granted for cultivation only on short term leases. 
Special attention is also being paid to the regeneration of the exist¬ 
ing forests. With the fall of Burma, there has been a pheno¬ 
menal rise iii the demand for teak, blackwood and various kinds 
of softwood from Travancore, particularly for meeting the re¬ 
quirements of the Supply Department of the Government of 
India. Investigations have also been made into the possibility of 
utilising the softwoods of the State for industrial purposes within 
the State, with the result that a plywood factory has already 
been started in the State, and various varieties of softwoods are 
also being made use of for manufacture of matohes, pencils, etc. 
While every attempt is being made to meet these demands to the 
fullest possible extent, systematic action is at the same time being 
taken to conserve judiciously the existing resources and to re¬ 
generate the available forests. 

The area of reserved forests increased from 2,401 square 
miles 297 acres in 1118 to 2,401 square miles 369 acres in 1119 
by the addition , of 72 aores of forest lands as 
Extent of reserved forests. The area of non-reserved 
Forest Lands . forest lands thereby decreased from 40 square 
miles and 445 aores in 1118 to 40 square miles 
and 373.acres in 1119. The area of proposed fuel and fodder 
reserves remained the same as in the previous year, viz. y 404 
acres. Bight proposed regular reserves and two fuel and fodder 
reserves were pending settlement at the close of the year. 145*06 
miles of forest boundary and 1,021*5 acres of forest area were 
surveyed' during the year against 195*75 miles and 85*85 aores 
in 1118, .. ■ ' ■ 
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The scheme for leasing out suitable swampy and grassy lands 
within reserved forests for cultivation of food crops was continued 
during the year. Including 329'47 acres leased 
Lease of Lands out in 1119, 3,265'5 acres of forest land were 
for Food Pro - cultivated during the year with paddy and 
duation . tapioca. 

Forest exploitation is regulated by working plans and work¬ 
ing sohemes so as to bring all important forests under, systematic 
management to ensure continuity of treat- 
Wofkvng merit arid orderly and economic working on 

Plans. an organised basis as well as to ensure forest 

regeneration in the interests of posterity. Out 
of a total area of 2.401 square miles and 369 acres there were 
sanctioned plans or schemes for an area of 1,037 square miles 
and 200 acres. No working plans or schemes are required for 
an area of 1,075 square miles and 498 acres and schemes have 
been taken up for 238 square miles and 311 acres. 

Including the 328 cases pending disposal at the end of the 
previous year, there were 1,424 cases of breach of forest laws for 
disposal during the year against. 1,342 in 1118. 

■ Forest Of this 212 cases were disposed of by the 

Protection■ . Magistracy, 784 were compounded and 22 
were withdrawn, leaving 406 oases pending at 
the close of the year. Of the oases disposed of by the Magistracy, 
208 ended hi conviction and 4 in acquittal. 

There were four cases of minor forest fires but practioally 
no damage was caused. 

Grazing in the Government forests is regulated by special 
rules issued in'that behalf. An extent of 2,161 square miles and 
281 acres of reserve was thrown'open to the 
liemilation grazing of all animals. A sum of Rs. 15,274 

of Grazing. was realised as the revenue for grazing during 

the year. 

Natural regeneration of valuable timber species was on the 
whole satisfactory. The area under teak plantations at the com¬ 
mencement of the year was 18,295 acres and 
Sylviculture, an area of 684 acres was planted during the 
year. The average cost of planting per aore 
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was Rs. 2'3 against Rs. 1*7 in the previous year. The planting 
was done by taungya lessees, the department undertaking the 
opening of nurseries and the supply of plants. The receipts from 
teak plantations by the sale of logs, saplings, etc., rose from 
Rs. 90,619 in 1118 to Rs. 2,77,492 in 1119. Thinning operations 
were carried out in 2,750 acres as against 1,547 acres in 1118. 
Resides this, mechanical thinning was carried out over a total 
area of 555 acres. Peats made their appearance in a.few planta¬ 
tions and did some damage. The Forest Entomologist collected 
specimens of these pests and conducted experiments to find out 
ways and means for their control. 

The following statement shows the area under principal 
plantations other than teak :— 



Ked (ill 


Casuarin 


88-75 

513*23 


88*75 

588*48 


. The experimental cultivation of Pyrethrum in one aore at 
Peer made showed that Pyrethrum could be. cultivated on a large 
scale in the State. The grass lands in Pam- 
Experiments, padanshola reserve at an elevation of about 
6,000 feet were considered as the most suitable 
place for growing Pyrethrum and a nursery of 2 acres was 
opened at that place. The seedlings obtained therefrom were 
transplanted over an- area of 25 aores during the year. The 
experimental cultivation of Cinchona progressed satisfactorily 
during the year. Experimental sowing done in the previous year 
with Pithecolobium dulce was found to be a failure and the areas " 
where Pitheoolobium failed were planted with either' cashew or 
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jack. The cultivation of lac and. Mahogany progressed success¬ 
fully during the year. 

As in the past, the extraction of timber from the forest was 
entrusted mostly to contract agencies except in the High Ranges 
where timbers were extracted under the 
Exploitation mellabhom system. Motor lorries and oarts 
of Timber- along land routes and rafts along water-ways 
were employed for the transport of forest pro¬ 
duce. Elephants were employed for dragging timber from areas 
away from road sides or river banks. The quantity of timber ex¬ 
tracted and removed from forests during the year was 1,652,616 
c. ft. Of the timber extracted royalties formed 431,794 c. ft., and 
junglewood 1,220,822 c. ft. Inclusive of the stock at the com¬ 
mencement of the year, the quantity of timber available for dis¬ 
posal was 2,821,414 c. ft., of which 1,428,425 c. ft., made up of 
589,314 c. ft-, of royalties and 839,111 c. ft. of junglewood were 
disposed'of during the year. The balance in stock at the end of 
the year consisted of 565,176 c. ft. of royalties and 827,S13 c. ft. 
of junglewood. The receipts on account of royalties and jungle¬ 
wood amounted to Rs. 46’15 lakhs against Rs. 27'53 lakhs in 1118. 

Firewood, charcoal, cardamoms, sandal, bamboos and ivory 
are among the most important items of minor forest produce. 

The receipts from the disposal of minor forest 
Minor Forest produce during the year amounted to Rs. 3*36 
Produce . lakhs against Rs. 2*49 lakhs in the previous 

year. Besides these, articles such as reeds 
rattans, honey, wax, rubber etc., were also sources of revenue 
from the forests. 

The operations for the capture of elephants were successful 
during the year under report. There w-ere 20 elephants (9 
tuskers and 11 cows) in the possession of the 
Elephants■ department at the beginning of the year. Ten 

elephants (5 tuskers and 5 cows) were captured 
during the year and one tusker was received from the Govern¬ 
ment Zoo. Throe tuskers and two oows were sold in auction and 
one tusker was transferred to His Highness the Maharaja’s 
Garage and Stables. Two tuskers died during the year. There 
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were thus 23 elephants (9 tuskers and 14 cows) in the possession 
of the department at the close of the Tear. 

In the Ascii treating plants at Shencottah and Pallom 
22,838 c. ft. of poles and-cross arms and 1,285 c. ft. of other 
timber were treated with Ascu during the 
Ascu Treat- year. The receipts from the Ascu treatment 

ment- of timber amounted to Its. 23,729 against 

Es. 18,288 in the previous year- 
The net receipts of the department amounted to Rs. 5TI2 
lakhs against Its. 8T80 lakhs in the previous year. The increase 
is due to the high prices obtained for all classes 
Receipts and of timber and to the supply of a large quan- 
j Expenditure. tity of timber to the Defenoe Department of 

the Government of India. The expenditure 
of the department during the year was Rs. ll'ST lakhs. 

Game Department. 

Game Warden• Mr- 8• G- II■ Robinson . 

In order to encourage the preservation of wild life in the 
State and to check its indiscriminate destruction, the Government 
appointed a Game Warden in 1933 and measures are being taken 
for creating game reserves in suitable places. A Game Sanctu¬ 
ary was established at Nellikampatty Isthumus in the Periyar 
Lake. A Game Association was also organised at Peermade with 
a view to regulate hunting, to prevent poaching and other forest- 
offences and to introduce new and varied species of animals and 
birds from othdr countries. There are various animals and 
birds in the Sanctuary of wkioh mention may bo made of- the 
elephant, the Indian bison or Gaur, the Sambur, the mouse deer, 
the ibex, the tiger, tho panther and the bear. 

The Game Sanctuary received the special attention of the 
department during the year. The Game Department and the 
Game Association were very vigilant, in the preservation of wild 
life and in thb prevention of poaching. The various species of 
wild animals and birds increased considerably in number during 
the year. Rare specimens of animals and birds were reared 
suooessfnlly in the Edapalayam nursery. 
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As ill the previous years many distinguished persons visited 
the Sanctuary during the year. 

Stamps. 

The administrative control of the Stamps Department is 
vested in the Financial Secretary to Government who .is ex-officio 
Superintendent of Stamps. The Stamp Manu- 
General• factory is under the immediate charge of a 

Superintendent and the Central Stamp Depot 
is under the Divisional Treasury Officer, Trivandrum, who is the 
officer in charge of the Depot. Stamps are printed at the manu¬ 
factory' and sent over-to the depot wherefrom they are issued to 
the various treasuries of tho State. 

The volnme of stamp printing work done during 1117, 17.18 
and 111'-! is shown in the subjoined state- 


M aimfact ure ment: 
of Stamps- 



The value of stamps in stock on the first day of the year was 
Es. 6T23 lakhs and the value of stamps manufactured in 1119 
was Rs, 58‘31 lakhs. Stamps to the value of Rs. 46‘03 lakhs 
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were issued during the year from the Central Stamp Depot. The 
value of stamps converted into ‘Service’ and ‘Medical Revenue’ 
stamps amounted to Es. 4'o5 lakhs. Stamps to the value of 
Hs. 68*96 lakhs were in stock at the close of the year. 

Thu subjoined statement shows the receipts and expenditure 
of the department during the past three 


Receipts and years:— 
Expenditure, __ 


■ [ 1U7. | 

ms. 

J 1119. 


R, 

Rs„ 

| Its. 

Gross Receipts 

21,02,622 

86,20,362 

i 36,47,335 

JJtdncL —Refunds 

67,351 

72.373 

35,OSS 

Net Receipts . 

| 23,35,271 

. 35,18,48!) 

’ 85,62,247 

Expenditure • 

1,17,901 j 

j. 1,38,560 

| 1,3S,700 

Ikilji d—■'Share debitable to 

| l 



(i) Aii'-bal Department 

10,126 | 

5-1,907 

j 62,209 

(ii) Medical Department *: 

! 78 

3« ' 

j 32 

Net; Expenditure .. 

77,787 | 

S3.627 

1 1,26,459 



JUSTICE AND CRIME. 


Okie/ Justice, High Court. Mr. T. M. Krishnaswami 

Aiyar, B. A., B. L, 

Judge,High Court. * Mr. 6.1). Mokes, LL. D., 
Barnster-at-Laui. 

» n Mr. K- Sankarasubha 

Aiyar, B. A., B. L. 

» „ Mr. H. Bamalrishna 

Aiyar, B. A., B. L. 

(from 1-1-1119 to 31-2-1119.) 

o » Mr. C. Madhavan Pillai, 

B. A., B. L. 

» ■ „ Mr. K. C. Abraham, B. A., 

B. L. 

» •>, M Puthupally 8. Krishna 

Pillai, B. A-, B- L■ 

» >5 Mr- 8■ I- Sathyanesan, 

■ M. A; B. L. (:Tool 
charge on 30-12-1119.) 

The judioial administration of the State rests with the High 
Conrt except in the matter of offences committed by European 
British snbjeots for which there is apeoial pro- 
Judicial cedure prescribed by Law, The High Court 

System- is the highest civil and oriminal court in the 

laud and has the power of adjudication over 
suits of the highest value and criminal cases of the most serious 
nature. Decisions iff some important civil and criminal oasos 
suoh ashlecreos in suits to the value of five thousand rupees and 
above and capital and life sentences, aro subject to confirmation 
by the Ruler, application for whioh is transmitted through the 
Dewan, suoh confirmation being a matter of course. Until 1894, 
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there was a “ Royal Court of Final Appeal ” corresponding, more 
or less, to the judicial committee of the Privy Council in England, 
This Court- has since been abolished, but the functions of suoh a 
floininittee are to some extent exercised by a Full Ranch of the 
High Court-which, when so acting, passes judgments in the form 
of advice to the l.tuler. Relow the High Court are the District 
and -Sessions Courts and below them- are the courts of the 
Munsiffs and the Village Panchayat Courts for the trial of civil 
oases and the courts of the Magistrates including benches of 
honorary magistrates for the trial of criminal cases. Munsiffs’ 
Courts and Village Panchayat Courts have only original juris¬ 
diction; and generally speaking, the jurisdiction of the Munsiff 
extends up to suits to the value of two thousand rupees, and 
that of the Village Panchayat Court up to fifty rupees. Suits 
tried by the Village Panchayat 'Courts are of a small cause 
nature and the decisions are not subject to' appeal, although the 
Distriot Courts have the power to .revise them to a limited extent. 
Munsiffs also try some classes of suits as small oause suits, the 
decisions being subject only to revision by the High Court. The 
decisions of the Munsiffs in other suits are subject to regular 
appeals which lie either to the High Court or to the District Court 
according as the value of the suit is above one thousand rupees 
or not. For the administration of criminal justice, there are 
below the Sessions Courts, magistrates of three classes,, some of 
whom are honorary. The chief magistrate of a district is the 
District Magistrate who is a magistrate of the first class 
and under him are other magistrates of the first class and 
those of the seoond and third classes. The latter have only 
original jurisdiction while magistrates of the first olass, including 
District Magistrates, have original as well as appellate jurisdiction. 
The appellate authority over magistrates of the seoond and third 
classes is" the District Magistrate and, if specially authorised, any 
other First Class Magistrate. The. .appellate authority over 
First Class Magistrates, inolndihg the District Magistrates, is the 
Sessions Court. District and certain First- Class .-Magistrates are 
Laud Revenue Officers as well hut except in a few oases where the 
Tahsildars are empowered to exercise 1 magisterial functions in'' 
their respective, taluks, - ; all magistrates of the second or 
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third clam arid aoino of tho First Class Magistrates are nw»i- 
s'tratos exclusively and have no revenue f (motions. 'TIib 
stipendiary magistrates are mostly graduates-in-law, 1’hn 
criminal judiciary in the State in respect oi: offences com¬ 
mitted by European British subjects consists ot Special Magi¬ 
strates and a special Appollate Judge appointed under Siam 
Manual by virtue of certain Proclamations. Special Magistrate? 
exercise original jurisdiction : and the Special Appellate Judge- 
exercises appellate and revisional powers over them. None ol 
them can, however, award any punishment higher than imprison¬ 
ment extending up to three months*'or fine up to one' tcousand 
rupees or both. If, in the opinion of the Special Magistrate 
taking cognisance of a, case, the offence is one that cannot be tried 
by him or be adequately punished by him, he has to commit the 
offender for trial to the High Court of Madras. 

The entire judiciary is recruited from the ranks of duly 
qualified members of-the service or the bar. Judges of the. 

High Court are appointed by IIis Highness the 
Recruitment. Maharaja and they are ordinarily selected 
from among the District Judges or leading 
' members of the bar. District Judges are appointed by Govern¬ 
ment in consultation with the High Court. Munsiffs are likewise 
appointed by Government on the recommenda- 
Secuvit-y of tion of the High Court. District .fudges and 
Service- Munsiffs are removable for misconduct only 

after a formal enquiry by a commission duly 
appointed by the High Court, with the sanction of His Highness 
the Maharaja. The Judges and Munsiffs are, without exception, 
graduates-in-law or barristers-at-law. The courts are free from, 
interference on the part of the executive authorities.'/ Suits 
against Government are a common feature: and they have 
always regarded the decisions as binding on them, the courts 
being authorised by law to issue execution against Government. 

Criminal Justice. , 

There were 74 criminal courts during the year under report 
comprising the High Court, 7 Sessions courts, 8 Additional 
Sessions courts, 3 District Magistrates’ oourts, 
Tribunals • 18 First Class Magistrates’ /courts, 26 : Second 
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(■Lp= v’agistraws courts, 6 First Class Bench .Magistrates’ courts 
a ! (, 'i-eijond t'la-t /end .\la_. j,rams c,,iur 
Cranes. 

The,total number of oneuces reported during fch■ i Tear was 
"l.-ITn »2a.inst 2J.,u3S in 1118 and the namli-rr el: oases returned 
as true was 21,217 asaiust 2\1(>1 m tl e pre- 

rufmt**. vions year. The peromitacre u£ offend s under 

the Penal Code to the tdsai number or offence* 
fell from oO'SO in 1118 to 43-02, while that or offences under 
special anrl local laws rose from 4920 m HI 3 to of/! 8 m 1119. 
Vh.- total number of cases r»ji oiert in hmine < 11 from "" in 1118 • 
ro 257 and those struck oft the'rolls: as false, frivolous or vexa¬ 
tious also fell from 107 in,1118 to 2 in 1119 "h i u’ i rise 
in the- -percentage pc true to reported cases, which was 98'79 in 
1119 against-OT'TS in the previous year. 

Out of 45,548 persons brought to trial during the year 
1?,340 or 29'29 per cent, were convicted against 27’66 per cent, 
in th« previous year. The uercentage of persons convicted to 
tin- total population of the State was 0*22 against, (rl8 in 1118. 

During the year under report, a,712 women were involved 
hi the cases for disposal, and thev formed 7 - 96 per cent, of the 
total number of: accused persons, the oorres- 
Women ponding figures for the previous year being 

Offender*. 4,38? and 8*38 respectively. The number of 

women convicted during the year was 1,459 or 
BU'fib per cent, of the total number of women involved as against 
58b or 13 - 37 per cent, in 1118, 

59 juvenile offenders (all 'boys) were brought to trial during 
the year and 37 of them were convicted. 

Juvenile ■ ■ 

Offenders- ' ■ H ' 

Five public servants were prosecuted in 1119 against four in 
1118 and one of them was convicted as against 
Public none in the previous- 1 year. 

Servants- 
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Magistrates’ Courts. 

The total number of eases for disposal in the Magistrates' 
courts rose from 24,380 in 111S to 2S,315 in 1119 and the 
number uf persons involved in criminal oases 
Original Work, also ros? from 52,299 in 1118 to -58,704 in 
1119. Of these, 2-3,219 cases involving -14*480 
persons were disposed of during the year leaving -5,096 cases in¬ 
volving 14,274 persons pending at the end of the year. 

The number of cases for disposal in the Bench Magistrates’ 
courts rose from 5,152 affecting 5,633 persons in 1118 to 7,253 
affecting 8,232 persons in 1119. Of these 6,611 
Bench Magi- cases affecting 7,509 persons were disposed of 
stmte.?’ Court*.. against 4,712 cases affecting 5,076 persons in 
1118. The average duration of disposal of a 
case from the beginning of the trial was IS davs against 22 days' 
in 111S. 

In the Stipendiary Magistrates' Courts there were 21,062 
cases affecting 50,472 persons for disposal against 19,234 cases 
affecting 469176 persons in the previous year. 
Stipendiary Of these, 16,003 cases affecting 36,921 persons 
Magistrate s’ were disposed of during the year. The aver- 
Covrts. age duration of a case from the commence¬ 

ment of the enquiry to the close of the trial 
was 64 days in respect of preliminary enquiries and 30 days for 
trials against 57 days and 27 days respectively in the previous 
year. 

The number of appeals for disposal and of'those disposed of 
in the 1 ; ! Magistrates’ courts exercising appellate jurisdiction 
was .427 and 292 respectively, the oorrespond- 
Ap peltate ing figures for 1118 being 446 and 312. The.. 

Work. average duration of an appeal rose from 35 

days in 1118 to 41 days in 1119. The follow¬ 
ing statement shows the results of appeals disposed of in 1118 and 
1119 
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Three applications for revision under Section 362 of the 
Criminal Procedure Code were filed during the year. Including 
. . one left pending at the end of the previous 

Revisional year there were four such applications for 
'WorTc. disposal during the year and all. of them were 

disposed of. 2,465 calendars were . reoeived 
during the year in addition to the 60 calendars left pending at 
the end of the previous year. Of these 2,452 calendars were dis¬ 
posed of leaving a balance of 73 at the'end of the year. 

Sessions Courts. 

• The total number of oases for disposal iu the Sessions Courts 
during the year was 218, involving 521 persons of which 206 
cases involving 501 persons were disposed of. 

Original The average period taken for the disposal of 

Work- a sessions case from the date of receipt of re¬ 

cords was 27 days against 18 days in 1118, 
while the time from the commencement to the dose of the trial 
was 11 days against 9 days in the provious year. The number of 
persons convicted during the year by the Sessions courts was 213 
and formed 40‘88 per ceirt. of the total number of persons in¬ 
volved. • 
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The number of appeals for disposal in the Sessions courts 
rose from 277 in 1118 to 37o in 1119 and the number disposed 
of also rose from 231 to 260. the average 
Appellate duration of an appeal was 81 days against 47 
Work. . days in 1118. In 43'46. per cent, of the ap¬ 

peals disposed of, the findings and sentences of 
the superior magistrates were confirmed ; in o'39 per cent, of 
cases the findings and sentences were altered and a re-trial was 
ordered in 6T-5 per cent, of the oases. 

.. . High Court. 


There were 27 referred trials involving 1 do persons for dis¬ 
posal during the year. Of these, 'A cases involving ou persons 
were disposed oi. Deat-n sentence eras con- 
' Appellate • firmed in the case of 8 persons and commuted 
Work. to life imprisonment in the case of one person 

rigorous imprisonment was confirmed m the 
case of 11 persons: conviction altered to one of less-heinous : 
offence and lighter punishment awarded in-the case oh 4 persons 
and convict-ion was quashed -and acquittal ordered in the case of 7 " 
persons. 1-1 persons at referred trials were defended at the cost 
of Government un account of their poverty as against 39 in the 
previous year. -The average duration of a referred fcrialTell 
from 173 days iu 1118 to 93 days in 1119, 

The number oi appeals for disposal including the arrears of 
the previous-yea r, was 213 against 371 in 1118 and the number 
disposed ofwas 198 against 29!) in the previous 
Appeal#. near. Tile average duration of an appeal fell 

from 285 days in 1118 to 164 days in U19., 
The number of appeals, dm ended at. the cost- u! Government was. - 
43 against 77 in the previous year. Tile statement below shows 
the results oi appeals disposed of in 1118 and 1119 ;— 





(ii Included in the list of long 



The total number of oases for revision was 734 of which 512 " 
were disposed of during the year. The percentages of cases in which 
the sentence or order was confirmed, modified 
Miscellaneous■ and quashed were 63'52, ■ 7*55 and 28'93 re- 
° neons agaiDgt 73-36,0-72 and20’92 respec¬ 


tively in the previous year. 
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The total number oE calendars and appeal statements for 
disposal during the year was 583 of which 385 calendars were 
disposed of leaving a balance of 203 cases at the end of the year. 
SS applications for transfer of cases from one court, to another 
were filed dur mg the year. Of these, SC were disposed of, nine be¬ 
ing in favour of the applicants. The number of miscellaneous 
petitions for hail rose 'from 169 in 1118 to 22G and all of them 
were allowed. 

The High Court inspected 19 oriminal courts during the 
year and all these were surprise inspections. 

Extradition. 

The number of persons extradited to British India and the 
Cochin State at the instance of the Resident for the Madras States 
■was 10. and the number of persons surrendered to this State 
from British India and the Cochin State was 37. 

Civil Justice 

The number of courts exercising civil jurisdiction was 84 as 
in the previous year, comprising the High Court, 7 District 
Courts, 4 Second Judges' Courts, 4 Temporary 
Number of Second Judges' Courts, 31 District Munsiffs’ 
Civil Court*. Courts, 4 Munsiff-Magistrates' Courts, 5 Tem¬ 
porary Munsiffs’ Courts, 6 Additional Tem¬ 
porary Munsiffs', Courts and 22 Village Panehayat Courts. 

The volume of litigation in the years 1118 and 1119 is shown 
in the following statement:— 
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= Tke total volume of litigation during the year under report 
has fallen from that of the previous year by 7,670 suits or 13'32 
per oent. The file of the' original suits including small causes 
shows a fall by 8,116 suits or 15*85 per cent, while the file of 
appeal suits shows a' rise by 446 suits or 6*98 per cent. 

The aggregate value of the suits filed during the year was 
Rs T52 crore as against Rs 1*24 crore in the previous year, the 
average value of a suit being Rs 352 as against Rs 242 in 1118. . 

Original Litigation. 

The number of suits for disposal by the Village Panehayat 
Courts fell from 6,697 in 1118 to 4,801 in 1119 and the number 
disposed of also fell from 5,333 in 1118 to 
. Village Pan- 3,890, leaving a balance of 911 cases at the 
cha-yat Cow'ts- close of the year as against 1,384 at the close 
of the previous year. The average duration 
of a contested suit was 203 days and of an unoontested suit 50 
days against 218 days and 70 days respectively in the previous 
year. 

The number of suits for disposal hi the Munsiffs’ Courts fell 
from 79,683 in 1118 to 79,234 in 1119 and the number of dis¬ 
posals also fell from 42,918 to 41,314. Of the 
Munsi,fs' cases disposed of on the merits, 14,180 were 
Courts- decreed in favour of the plaintiffs against 11,688 

in 1118. The average duration of contested 
ordinary suits and unoontested suits fell from 710 days and 144 
dain 1118 to 620 days and 140 days respectively in. 1119. 
There were 37,920 suits pending at the end of 1119 of. which 472 
wore suits in which proceedings were stayed under the provisions 
of the Soldiers’ Litigation Act. 

Tbe number of suits for disposal in the District Courts rose 
from 3,022 in 1118 to 3,403 in 1119 of wbioh 1,241 or 36*47 per 
cent, were disposed of against 1,068 or 35*34 
District Courts- per cent, in the previous year. The number 
of contested original^suits disposed of formed 
66*29 per cent, of the total disposal of original suits against 68*82 
per oent. in 1118. The number of references received undor 
the Land Acquisition Act was 118 against 91 in the provious 
year, 
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During the year under report the High Court began to 
exerase original jurisdiction consequent on the enaotment of 
the High Court (Amendment) Act, IV of 1119. 

High Court- In exercise of the powers vested in the High 
Court under this Act, 4 suits were withdrawn 
from the subordinate courts for trial in the High Court. Three 
of these suits, were disposed of leaving one case .pending at the 
end of the year. 

A comparative statement of the number of applications for 
execution of decrees for disposal, the number 
Execution of disposed of and the number pending at the 
Decrees• dose of the year is given below :— 

| | | Balance pending 

' j No. for disposal. | No disposed of ( at-the close of 

Name of Court. j ’ j ! ye* r * 

Ills ! 111!) | 111S j 1110 1118 . | 1119 * 

Village Panchayat Courts 6,712 I 4,946 5,955 4,409 757 537 

Munaifie’ Courts 114,925 101,552 ; 77,004 67,098 37,921 i 34,451 

District Courts -! 4,599 I 4,453 j 2,235 2,209 2,364 ; 2,154 

. Total .,126,236 !ll0,951 j .85,194 73,806 41,042 I 37,145 

The percentage of' petitions in which full satisfaction was 
obtained to the total disposal was 17‘54 and that of petitions in 
whioh-partial satisfaction was obtained was 12 - 1S against 14 - 80 
and 13’75 respectively in the previous year. The number of 
petitions found wholly infructuous was 47,842 or 64‘82 per cent, 
of the total disposal against 57,114 or 67'04 per oent. in the pre¬ 
vious year. 

The number of decrees received for execution in -Travancore 
courts from the Cochin State was 5 against 8 in 111S and the 
number received from British Indian courts was 7 against 24 in 
the previous year. Decrees in 6 cases were sent to Cochin courts 
for execution and in 2 oases to British Indian courts against 9 and 
3 respectively in 1118. 
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The number of petitions for disposal under the Debt Relief 
Act was 7,1.31 of which 2,701 were disposed 
Petitions under of. 
the Debt Relief 
Act • 

Appellate Jurisdiction, 

The number of appeals (inclusive of cross objections and mis¬ 
cellaneous appeals) for disposal rose from 7,731 in 1118 to 8,362 
in 1119 and the number disposed of was 4,926 
District Courts- against 4 ? 360 in the previous year. The aver¬ 
age duration of regular appeals, contested and 
uncontested was 232 days and 107 days respectively against 293 
days and 153 days respectively in 1118. 

The total pendency of regular appeals in the District Courts 
at the close of the year was 2,598 out of which 5 were of more 
than 5 years’ duration, 57 between 2 and 5 
Pendency of years and the rest of less than 2 years' dura- 
Appeals- tion. Proceedings in 15 appeals were stayed 

under the provisions of the Soldiers’ Litigation 

Act. 

The number of appeals for disposal fell from 4,247 in 1118 
to 4,161 in 1119 and the number disposed of also fell from 1,602 
in 1118 to. 1,504 in 1119. The percentage of the 
High Court- ' number of appeals disposed of to the number 
for disposal was 36‘15 against 37'72 in 1118. 
The number of appeals disposed of on the merits rose from 1,411 
in 1118 to 1,437 in 1119. Out of the total disposals 84 first 
appeals, 14 second appeals and 20 miscellaneous cases were heard 
and disposed of by a Pull Bench of three Judges. 

The number of cross objections and miscellaneous appeals 
for disposal was 433 and 674 respectively, the corresponding 
figures for the previous year being 351 and 658. One hundred 
and thirty one cross objections and 263 miscellaneous appeals 
were disposed of during the year against 99 and 314 respectively 
in the previous year. There were 103 applications for review of 
judgments against 83 in the previous year and 26 out of the 103 
applications were disposed of during the year. 
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There were 8 Full Bench sittings of five judges, 68 Full Bench 
sittings of three judges, 400 Division Bench sittings, lit single 
sittings and 16 Departmental Full Bench sittings during the year- 
The percentage of appeals from, decrees of Munsiffs to the 
number of contested original suits disposed of hv them fell from 
29*54 hi 1118 to 24*32 hi 1119. The percent- 
Quality of work ago of appeals 'against decrees passed by 
of the Oo-urU. District judges and Second judges in such suits 
fell from 39*50 hi 1118 to 29*86- in 1119, while 
the percentage of appeals against- the appellate decrees of Distriot 
and Second judges rose from 19*93 to 21*91. There was a slight 
fall in the percentage of confirmation and reversal of Munsiffs’ 
decrees from 56*85 and 33*49 respectively in 1118 to 56*50 and 
82*29 in 1119, while there was a rise in the percentage of modi¬ 
fications of Munsiffs’ decrees from 9*66 in 1118 to 11*21 in 1119. 
With regard to the original work of the District and Second 
judges, the’percentage of confirmation rese from 55*05 in 1118 
to 57*17, while that of modification and reversal fell from 20*58 
and 24'37 in 1118 to 20*21 and 22*62 respectively in 1119. With 
respect to the appellate work of the District and Second judges, 
the percentage of confirmation rose from 64*21 hi 1118 to 69*56, 
while that of modification and reversal fell from 10*04 and 25*75 
in 1118 to 7*71 and 22*73 respectively hi 1119. Of the deoreea of 
Munsiffs modified and reversed by District and Second judges, 
the High Court- in second appeals restored the decisions hi -53 
cases as against 55 in the previous year. In 508 appeals the suits 
were remanded to the Munsiffs' courts by the Distriot and Second 
judges for trial and decision de novo and in 3 appeals revised find¬ 
ings, were called for from the Munsiffs’ courts. 

The number of suits in the District Courts to which Govern¬ 
ment was a party was 532 against 54-5 in 1118 and the number 
of appeals in the High Court was 270 against 
Government 266 in 1118. The disposals hi the Distriot 
suits and Courts and High Court wore 155 and 71 rns- 

uppeahs- pectivoly against 181. and 61 in the previous 

year. OJ' the total disposal 63*87 per cent, of 
the suits in the Distriot Courts and 56*34 per cent, of the appeals 
were decreed in favour of Government. 




CHAPTER VII. 


THE LEGISLATURE. 

A brief aocount of the constitution and powers of the State 
legislature has been given in Chapter III. The Second Sri Mulam 
Assembly and the Second Sri Chitra State 
Second A seem- Council constituted under Act II of 1108 and 
hly and the Be- composed of members returned at the general 
cond Council . eleotion held in Medom 1112 were dissolved in 
Kumbhom 1119. The life of the Second 
Assembly and the Second Council had been extended for three 
years, one year at a time. 

A. general election was held in Mithunam 1119, and the pro¬ 
minent features of the election are detailed below.. The total 
. number of electors for the Sri Mulam Assem- 
The General hly according to the final electoral roll was 
Election — Sri 500,583 which forms 16'9 per cent of the 
Mulam As'sem- adult population. Of the total number, 331,374 
])ly. electors were men and 169,209 women. Of the 

17 general constituencies and 5 special consti¬ 
tuencies scheduled to return 43 and 5 members respectively, no 
poll was necessary in respect of 2 general seats and 5 reserved 
seats and also for 1 special constituency (Planters). The per¬ 
centage of the number polled to the total strength of electors is 
46'9. Taking the percentage of the voters who polled to the total 
voting strength for each constituency, the highest percentage was in 
the Edavaga constituency—97'2, followed by the Municipal Coun¬ 
cils Constituency—95'8, and then the special constituencies,'the per¬ 
centage varying from 84 to 88. In the general constituencies the 
highest percentage, vis-, 7Q - 8 was polled in the Muvattupuzha 
cum Dovioolam and the lowest, viz., 23*9 was polled in the Nevya- 
ttinkara cum Trivandrum.constituency. 
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For the Sri Chitra State Council, the total number of electors 
was 35,230 or 1'8 per cent of the population of the State above 
the 30 years age-limit. Of these, 29,180 were 
The General men and 6,050 women. Of the 10 general and 
Election—Sri 6 special constituencies scheduled to return 
Chitra State 16 and 6 members respectively, no poll was 
Council■ necessary in respect of 1 general seat and 1 

■> reserved seat and also for 3 special consti¬ 
tuencies (Jenmies, Planters and Commerce and Industry). The 
percentage of the number polled to the total strength of electors 
is 6O'5. In all the general constituencies exoept in the Yaikoni, 
Kottayam and Ohanganaoherrv cum Peel-made constituency more 
than 50 per cent of the voters polled, the percentage polled in the 
latter constituency being 46'5. 

The first meeting of the Assembly during the year was held 
in Dhanu 1119 (January 1941). The Assembly sat for 2 days of 
which the first day was devoted for offioiaj 
Meetings- business and the second day for non-official 
business. The first meeting of the Council 
during the year was also in Dhanu 1119 (January 1944). The 
Council sat for 2 days, one day for the transaction of official 
business and the other for non-official business. Since the Seoond 
Assembly and the Second Council were dissolved with effect from 
the 18 th Kumbhom 1119 (1st March 1944), the subsequent 
meetings of the legislature could be held only late in the year (i. e., 
towards the end of Karkatakam 1119) after the general elections 
were over. The first meeting of the newly constituted Third 
Assembly was held on the 12th Karkatakam 1119 (27th July 
1944) and of the new Council on the 13th Karkatakam 1119 (28th 
July 1944). A joint sitting of the two Houses was held on the 
30th Karkatakam 1119 (14th August 1944) for the presentation 
of the Budget for 1120. 

Twenty-three Acts and five Proclamations were enacted 
during the year. Of these 2S enactments, 7 Acts Were , p a88e d 
through the legislature, and the rest were pro. 
Knactme-nts- mulgated direct by His Highness the Maharaja. 

These latter enactments related mostly to war 
emergency measures on the lines of British Indian enaotments. 
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A motion for the continuance of the Hindu Women’s Eights 
to Property Bill was passed by the Council at its meeting held on 
the 29th Dhanu 1119 (13th January 1944). 

Business Forty-four questions were answered in the 

transacted by Assembly and five in the Council during the 
the Legislature, year. Demands for supplementary grants* 
totalling Rs. 4,47,365 in the Budget for 1119 
were voted by both the Houses during the year. The Budget for 
1120 M. E. was presented at the joint sitting of the Assembly and 
the Council held on the 30th Karkatakam 1119 (14th August 
1944). One resolution and two adjournment motions were 
moved in the Assembly and one adjournment motion was moved 
in the Counoil. 

A condolence motion on the demise of His Highness the late 
Maharaja of Cochin was passed by the Assembly at its meeting 
held on the 26th Dhanu 1119 (10th January 1944). A condolence 
motion on the demise of the First Prince (Avittam Tirunal) was 
passed at the joint sitting of both the Houses held on the 30th 
Karkatakam 1119 (14th August 1944). 




CHAPTER VIII. 


PROTECTION. 

Police. 

Inspector-General o f Police. Bajyasevapravina Khan 

Bahadur G. 8. Abdul Karim 
Sahib Suhrawardy. . (Till the 
26th Kanni nig) 

Mr. V. Sivasanhara Pillai, 

B. A-, B. L. ( From the 27th 
Kanni Hl9 till the 28th Maka- 
* ram 1119.) 

Mr- S. Parthasarathi 
Aiyangar , B. A., M. L-, ( From 
the 29th Makar am Hl9 till the 
end of the year-) 

Tho sanctioned strength of the permanent police force on the 
last day of the year 1119 was 2,691 officers and men as against 
2,673 on the last day of the previous year. 

Strength of the The increase was due to the addition of 4 
Police Force — Inspectors, 4 Head Constables and 10 Consta. 
Recruitment bles sanctioned during the year. There was 
and Discipline, ono member of the permanent force to every 
2’85 square miles of the area of the State and 
to every 2,256 of its population. The strength of the temporary 
foroe was enhanced from 1,049 in 1118 to 1,508 in 1119, consist¬ 
ing of 2 Assistant Superintendents of Police, 11 Inspectors, 20 
Sub Inspectors, 100 Hoad Constables and 1,375 Constables. This 
lar^e increase was necessitated by the additional work in 
connection with Rice Escort Duty. The standard of efficiency of 
the force was high and discipline was well maintained. 
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During the Tear the Maharaja’s Police Medal for gallantry 
was awarded posthumously to Mr. P. M. Koshi, Inspector of 
Police, who lost his life while in the discharge 
Regards- of his official duties.. The deooration of the 

Travancoro Police Medal for distinguished 
service wa3 conferred on Mr. P. Krishna Pillai, Deputy Inspector 
General of Police and on Messrs N. S. Sankaranarayana Aiyar, 
K. Madhavan Pillai, P. R. Snbramouia Aij~ar and V. Narayana 
Pillai, Inspectors of Police. One Constable was given special pro¬ 
motion for exceptionally, good work. A sum of Rs. 943-14-0 was 
spent on rewards. 

The health of the force was very satisfactory, the percentage 
of admission into hospitals and that of men absent on duty daily 
on acconnt of illness being only 8'7 and 0‘44 
Health , Educa,- respectively. All officers and men in the per- 
tion and Train- manont force were literate and of these 35.9 
ing. per cent were literate in English. In the 

Recruits School at Trivandrum 212 men 
completed their training during the year leaving 927 rooruits for 
further training at the end of the year. In the departmental 
tests held during the year for promotion to the rank of Head 
Constables, 4 out of 32 candidates who sat for the examination 
were declared successful. 

There was a fall in the number of grave crimes reported 
during the year., as may be seen from the. statement given 
below :— 

Crimes■ 


Culpable homicide • 

Robbery 

House-breaking and theft 
Cattle theft 
Theft (simple') 


1118 1119 

119 104 

6 15 

22 ■ 19 

102 73 

594 5G8 

. 132 133 

962 788 

L937 1,740 
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» No case of communal tension was reported and the politioal 
situation was comparatively quiet. 

Three cases of counterfeiting coins were registered during 
the year as against one in the previous year. One case of posses¬ 
sion of dies for counterfeiting currency notes 
■ Counterfeiting was reported and it was pending enquiry at 
Coins and Cur- the close of the year. 
reney Notes- 

There was an increase in the detection of cognisable crimes, 
the percentage of detection being 53 as against 47 in the previous 
year. The number of casos prosecuted by the 
Detection and prosecution staff rose from 1,532 in 1118 to 
Prevention of 1,647 in 1119 of which 532 cases ended in 
Crime- conviction. Ten prisoners escaped from lock 

ups and five from other police oustody in 1119 
against fourteen and eleven respectively in 1118. Eleven of the 
above prisoners were recaptured. The police officers responsible 
for the escapee were punished dep’artmentally. 

202 habitual criminals were brought under surveillance 
during the year and 66 were removed from the rolls on account 
of death, infirmity, etc. The number of bad 
Habitual Cri- characters at large on the last day of the year 
rninals- was ®60 of whom 266 were out of view. 

The Criminal Intelligence Bureau worked 'in co-operation 
with the Intelligence Bureaux of the neighbouring Districts and 
States in the collection and dissemination of 
Criminal information regarding crime and criminals. 
Intelligence Of the 696 history-sheeted inter-district crimi- 
Bureau- nals that remained at the end of the previous 

year, 9 were struck off by reason of death and 
5 criminals addicted to property crime were newly registered. 
The closed history-sheets of 8" inactive criminals were reopened 
■ during the year as the persons concerned were found to have 
resorted to crime. The history-sheets of 4 criminals were closed 
as they were inactive. The Bureau pointed out to the station 
house officers 9 habitual criminals for being registered as known 
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depredators and kept under surveillance. In many cases of 
house-breaking and theft the'station house officers concerned 
ware furnished by the Bureau with lists of probable criminals 
adopting the same modus operands • The Bureau also helped in 
the apprehension of many deserters from the Indian Army, 
Navy and Air Foroe. The photographer attaohed to the Bureau 
took several photographs of suspected persons, unidentified dead 
bodies, letters, finger prints, etc. 

There were 26,695 finger prints on record at the beginning of 
the year and 1,354 finger prints were received for record daring 
the year. 1,639 finger prints were received 
Finger Print for search of which 354 were traoed. At the 
Bureau. end of the year there were 27,828 finger 

prints on record after elimination of 221 
finger prints during the year. Expert evidence was given by the 
Bureau in 129 oases as against 109 in 1118. 

The re-registration of motor vehicles consequent on the 
introduction of the new Motor Vehicles Act 
Registration and the rules passed thereunder was continued 
of Motor Vehi- during the year. Surprise checking of motor 
cles. ’’ vehicles all over the State was conducted and 

manyhelinquents were brought to book. 

The subjoined statement compares the number of motor 
vehicles registered during 111.8 and 1119 :— 

Type of Motor Vehicles. 1118. 1119. 

Cars 2 

Stage Carriages ... ... 23 

Goods Vehicles ... 4 48 

Motor Cycles ... 1 

Ambulance Van ... 1 

Total ... 8 71 

The increase was due to the release of controlled chassis during 
the year. 
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23 vehicles were registered during the year as _ public con¬ 
veyances. The-number ox ire®}). permits issued during the year 
was 310 against 333 in 1118. Fresh licenses 
' Public Con- to drive motor vehicles and learners’ licenses 
veyances , Licen- issued during the year numbered 282 and 476 
sea and Badges■ respectively against 238 and 159 respectively 
in 1118. Besides,' 2,207 driving licenses were 
renewed and 751 .wore re-issned ; thus working out a total of 
3,716 as against 2,739 in the previous year. 150 drivers’ badges 
were issued in 1119 against 125 in 1118 and the total number of 
badge holders at the end of the year was 5,549. The total 
number of conductors’ pass books issued.during the year was 151 
against 120 in 1118 making thereby a total of 6,058 pass book 
holders at the close of the year. 

The ‘Flying Squad’ organised for the prevention and detec¬ 
tion of offences under the Motor Vehicles Act and Rules worked 
for some months in the year when it was stopped as it was found 
that their services could be better utilised for laying speed-traps. 
Special precautions were taken for the control of vehicular and 
pedestrian traffic in the Trivandrum City and in all important 
towns and the one way traffic system which was introduced with 
a view to minimising accidents in places were there was congestion 
in traffic worked satisfactorily. 

The subjoined statement shows the number of fatal accidents 
caused by motor vehicles during the past 
Motor Accidents, three years :— 




Sackney Car 734 in the previous year. The number of 
riages• persons to whom licenses were issued to drive- 

such carriages was 713 against 625 in 1118. 




VIII-] 


79 


No prosecution was instituted during the year under the' Cine¬ 
matograph Act. 318 certificates were issued 
Cinematograph under the Act and a. sum of Rs. 1,779-11-8 was 
Act- realised as fees therefor. 

The total receipts of the Police Department amounted to 
Rs. 1,08,692 against Rs. 1,14,257 in 1118. 
Receipts and The expenditure of the department, rose from 
Expenditure .. Rs. 9*56 lakhs to Rs. 12*39 lakhs in 1119. 

JAILS. 

The Central Prison. 

Superintendent. Mr. S. B. Krishnaswami Rao, 

B.A., R. L- 


The following table shows the number of prisoners under 
different classes in 1119 :— 

Strength. 



Of the 938 convicted prisoners admitted during the year 929 
were males .and 9 females. Bight hundred and seventy : seven 
males and 7 females were those convicted for 
Convicted offences under the Penal Code and 52 males 

Prisoners. and 2 females were those copvicted under other. 

laws. Of the males, 567 were Hindus, 226 
Christians, 133 Mahominedans and. 3 other classes; 21 of them 
were above 60 years of age," 135 between 41 and 60 years and 
773 between 16 and 40 years of age. 493 Were illiterates. Of 
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the females, 5 were Hindus and 4 Christians. Eight of them 
were illiterates. Of the convicts admitted during the year, 22 
were those sentenced to rigorous imprisonment for life against 
26 in 1118- and 6 were under sentence for rigorous imprisonment 
with solitary confinement for varying terms as against 8 in the 
previous year. Capital punishment was meted out to 3 persons 
against 14 in the previous year. Those sentenced to simple 
imprisonment numbered 60 including 4 females. During the 
year 271 habitual criminals were admitted against 250. in the 
previous year. Of these 164 had one previous conviction, 41 had 
two previous convictions and 66 had more than two previous 
convictions. 

The number of prisoners released on remission was 141, the 
maximum of remission earned being 11 months and 23 days. 

The number of punishments inflicted for offences committed 
while -in prison was 465 against 441 in the 
• Discipline. previous year. 

Classes were held for one hour in the morning and one hour 
in the evening every day for the education of 
Education of youthful offenders. Religious and moral in- 
Gowvicts• str notion was given to the prisoners. 

The number of prisoners admitted and treated in the jail 
hospital was 108. The number of deaths was only 6 against 14 
in the previous year. Cases of mal-nutrition i 
Health and and vitamin deficiency were given speoial 

Mortality. attention and suitable dietetio treatment and 

vitamin therapy were conducted soon after the 
. admission of such cases. Of the 952 prisoners discharged during 
the year 58‘82 per cent, gained weight, 3’5.7 per cent, lost weight, 
while the weight of 37 - 61 per oent. was steady. 

The Advisory Board constituted for re-oonsidering the sen¬ 
tences of long term prisoners held two meetings during the 
year and recommended 45 cases out of which 
Miscellaneous. 41 were released with the sanotion of Govern¬ 
ment. ■ 
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Cooking, sweeping, sea\w.oii2, road repairing, masonry, etc. 
absorbed a daily average ot j.00 Driaoners while do did vegetable 
gardening and 77 wore engaged in rodder cnl- 
Employment tivation. Oi toe remaining, about 120 were 

of Prisoners — employed m sie mil press as compositors. 

Jail Services. maohme-mon.-nook-cinders. etc., and an equal 
number or prisoners were employed daily in 
the jail manulac'corv as weavers, leather workers, carpenters, 
tailors, etc. A scheme lor giving gratuity to prisoners employed 
on remunerative labour ana who worked m excess ot the pres¬ 
cribed scale oi tasks, was introduced during toe wear. 

The cost per head under dieting charges rose from 
Es. 101-11-3 ill 11 lo to l;s. j.ib-no-7 m 1119. The increase is 
due to tue general rise m tor* prices oi dietary 
Cost of Mam- articles owing to war conditions. The aver- 
tenanee. age hosmtal charges was Ba. 9-9-12 'against 

Rs. 12-1-1 in the previous year. The cost 
under bedding and doming charges per Head was Es. 1-5-1S-12 
against Rs. 23-26-13 in the previous year. The total cost per 
head including all- items was IT- .job-Iu-I an against Rs. 303-3-11 
in the previous year. 

The subjoined statement shows the receipts from and 
the expenditure on the Central Prison during 
Receipts and 1118 and 1119 : 

Expenditure. 


{ Jail Manuiactuve 
Receipts ■s Central Prison Pres* 
( Miscellaneous 


40.411 70,651 

210 | 210 

1.103 [ 3,455 


Expenditure 











S4 REGISTRATION 

The receipts of the department amounted to Rs. lo‘24 lakhs 
and the expenditure was Rs. 4'86 lakhs. 

Receipt's and 
jlixpenditure. 

The receipts from the fees realised under /the Weights and 
Measures Act during the rear amounted to Rs. 11,270-16-0 
against Rs. 8.970 in 1118. The expenditure incurred during the 
year was Rs. 1.136-1,5-12 against Rs. S97 in the previous?year. 




CHAPTER, IX. 


PRODUCTION AND INDUSTRY. 

Season and Rainfall. 

The year under report was characterised by lrrtmular and 
scanty rains throughout the State. The total rainiail during the 
year was below normal, the average for the whole State beiio 
g{I«G« inch.* against 109'42 inches in 1118. In certain centres in 
South Travaucore the rainfall during the North-Past .Yionsoon 
was slightly above the average. The South-West. Monsoon was 
very irregular and was practically a failure. The reports of 
heavy rainfall., exceeding 3 inches, from various centres, during 
the latter part of the year numbered only 83 as compared with 
76 received during the North-East- Monsoon period. The heaviest 
rainfall recorded in-24 hours during the year was 7*S8 inches ou 
tlie 24th Kamii 1119, at Pechipara. 


Agriculture. 

Director■ Mr. K. Submmonia Pilla-i, L. Ag. 

The Department of Agriculture was organised in 1083 si. e. 
(1908 a. n.) and since then it has steadly grown in scope. The 
State is divided into three agricultural divisions, viz., the South¬ 
ern, the Central and the Northern, which are 
General. further sub-divided into ranges and sections, 
each section constituting the unit of adminis¬ 
tration in respect of agricultural propaganda. Each division is 
placed under a Divisional Agricultural Officer who is entrusted 
with the work of planning, guiding and controlling all agricultural 
experiments, demonstrations and propaganda in the division. 
Thel-e is an Agricultural Marketing Offioer for the purpose of 
improving the. methods of marketing the agricultural product* 
of iln State in co-operation with the ftovernniHit of fwiiu. 
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The seasons were generallyjinfavourable for the growing of 
important crops like paddy, eocoanuts, arecanuts and pepper. 
The' irregular iiioidence ot rainfall and its uneven distribution 
were disadvantageous to the ryots. The failure 
General Ayri- ot the South-West monsoon adversely affected 
cultural Condi- the Kaimi crop of paddy and delayed the trans¬ 
itions. plantation of paddy for the subsequent crop as 

well. The prices of almost all products except 
paddy, rice and tapioca whioh were controlled by Government 
soared up considerably. The main exceptions were pepper and 
ginger the prices of whioh marked a steady fall during the year. 

The survey of plant diseases was continued under the control 
of the Plant Pathologist. A new focus of infection of' the cocoa- 
nut palm was noticed in the littoral tract of Chellanam in Cochin. 

Kanayannur taluk of the Cochin State. Vigor- 
Reiseurch-Piant ous control measures were started for prevent- 
Pathology. ing the spread of the disease into the State. 

Inoculation experiments to test for resistance 
were conducted in pot culture on seedlings raised from trees 
showing a high degree of resistance to the disease under normal 
field conditions. Inoculation experiments with leaf pathogens .were 
also conducted on the tender shoots of trees in the open under 
field condition;-. The manurial experiments at Oachira Farm 
were continued as in the previous year. The comparative effect 
o , ^ n al i unpcwLe was te'ted and 32 soil samples -were subjected 
to chemical analysis during the year. The two paddy breeding 
stations opened at Monoompu and Adoor in 1116 were continued, 
beventeen types ot paddy were maintained for trial and obServa- 
tions were made on them and the results were recorded. 

The Village Project Scheme which -was started at Thaxhakudy 
in the Thovala taluk in 1118 under the auspices of the Imperial 
Council of Agricultural Research functioned 
Village Pro- satisfactorily during the year. Particular 
ject Scheme . attention was paid to improvements by way of 

better seeds, implements and manures, the 
improvement, of livestock and the introduction of subsidiary 
industries like bee and poultry keeping. The work in these direc¬ 
tions progressed well during the year. 
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Preparation under report-, a w«al uuujtwv <n lor.evii 
„t i'onpeu Vs ? 1 J of 'ompo t manure was m cue In th 
nVre close of the vear and it was sola out to a-wi- 

culturi&ts. 

important agricultural products in tne btate. .naannai an& 
cultural experiments in respect- ot pmfdT and cocoaimt cultivation 
were conducted in the (lovernraent lanns. As 

Crops- a result of the experiments it was round that 

.the yield of paddy from plots treated with 
nightsoil compost was uniformly the best. A. manure mixture 
consisting of oil-cakes, bone-meal and ashes was found to be very 
effective for the cocoanut palm. Milling and boiling tests oi ::I 
varieties oi sugar-cane were earned out to determine the yield oi 
jaggery and the proportion of jaggery to canes. In order to con¬ 
vince the ryots of the advantages of using better manures 4fi 
manurial demonstrations were conducted on the ryots fields in 
various parts of the State. 11,391 lbs. oi selected paddy seeds 
were sold to the ryots fur cultivation. 

Cotton was cultivated as an experimental measure in an area 
of 100 acres of land at Aramboly. The experiment Was a success 
and a total yield of 9,000 lbs. of cotton Was obtained till the end. of 
the year. 

In the dry crops farm at' Aramboly groundnut, cholam, 
bajra and horse-gram were the important 
Dry Farming- crops raised during the year. 

The Grass Farm at Chuliamalai continued to function satis¬ 
factorily during the year under report. A- 
Fodder Crops- total quantity of 68 tons of fodder to the value 
of Re. 471 was raised in the Farm and sold to 
cattle owners in Trivandrum. 

The important fruit trees cultivated in the .Fruit Farm at 
Cape Comorin were graft mangoes, grapes, * 
Fruit Culture- sapodillas,. pomegranates, etc. The demands 
for fruit seedlings from all parts .of the State 
wore met as far as possible, ■ 
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Travanoore during the year. Effective measures. were adopted. 

to bring these pests under .Control. The 3ties 
Control o f stem borer in Nanjinad, Mites on chillies, bud 
Pests and Bis * rot on eoooanut, mango hopper and minor 
ernes. pests on a variety of crops were successfully 

combated in South Travancoro. Vigorous 
control measures were adopted to combat the ’‘Bunchy . top’ dis¬ 
ease of plantains that appeared in Kottayam and neighbouring 
places. The ‘Mahali’ disease of arecanut which made its appear¬ 
ance in the taluks of Changanaoherry and Meenachil was brought 
under control by spraying the bunches with Bordeaux mixture 
prior to the monsoons. 

There were two Agricultural Schools, one at Kottarakara 
and the other at Koni. The final examination of the Kottarakara 
school was conducted in the month of Kum- 
Agricultural bhom and 20 out of '21 candidates who sat, for 
Education- the examination came out successful. A fresh 

batch of 20 students was admitted to the school 
in Medom. The school at Koni had a strength of .23 at the begin¬ 
ning of the year. This batch will complete its training during 
1120 . ' . 

■ The livestock improvement scheme in the Trivandrum City 
had to be stopped temporarily towards the middle of the year, as > 
the stud bulls under the scheme, became un- 
. Cattle Breeding . serviceable and could not be replaced in time 
, owing to the difficulty of securing .pure bred: 

Sindhi bulls. Before the middle of the year the stud bulls served. 

. 104 cows of which 84 were newly registered ones, ■ 51- cows pre- 
viously served by these bulls calved during the year. The .two 
Murrah stud buffaloes stationed in the buffalos grading station at 
Koovapady served 43 ske-buffaloes. The two stud buffaloes were 
- auctioned towards the close of the year as they were found unfit 
^or stud purposes. A stud bull farm with 10 Sindhi calves was. 
started at Puliyara in the Shencottah taluk during'the year. The 
owners of 29 stud bulls of approved quality wars awarded grants 
at the rate of Rs. 50 per annum. As an aid to the improvement 
1.;. of livestock in the State 1,585 scrub bulls were castrated during 
the year. : ‘ 
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With a view to preventing indiscriminate slaughter and thus 
conserving the useful stock, the Veterinary . Inspectors of ^ the 
department were authorised to issue permits 
Slaughter of for the slaughter of cattle. Accordingly they 
Cattle. issued 3,398 permits during the year and 

detected 14 cases of illicit slaughter. The 
offenders in these cases were prosecuted before the magistrates 
and cosvioted. , 

The Milk Recording Scheme which was introduced towards 
' the dose of the year 1117 was continued during the year under 
report. Altogether 325 cows were registered 
Milk Record- under this scheme and the complete lactations 
ing Scheme. of 65 cows were recorded. The staff attached 
to the scheme carried on propaganda work for 
the improvement of livestock in the Trivandrum City. 

The Veterinary Department continued the policy of giving 
free veterinary aid and medicines to all agricultural livestock. 
Particular attention was paid to see that proper veterinary aid 
was placed within easy jeaoh of the ryots even 
Veterinary Aid. in the remotest rural areas. The total num- 
. . her of veterinary institutions during the year 

was 27. New veterinary dispensaries were opened at Varkalai 
and Vaikom and itinerant Veterinary Inspectors were appointed 
at Muvattupuzha, Nagercoil and Peermade. The examination of 
olinical material for correct diagnosis was done in the Clinical 
. Laboratory. 29,661 oases underwent treatment during the year 
in the veterinary hospitals and dispensaries in the State. The 
number of castrations performed was 1,191 and the number of 
surgical operations conducted was 1,914. During the year 49 
oases of disease among elephants were treated as against' 38 in 
tho previous year. The veterinary officers of the Department 
visited 555 villages and rendered veterinary aid. 

A survey was started to estimate the annual production of 
fruits* especially mangoes and citrus varieties. As required by 
the Central Marketing Department, an effort 
Marketing. was made to improve the marketing condi¬ 
tions of speoial commodities. The Egg Market¬ 
ing Expansion Board continued to-function during the year under 




INDUSTRIES 


91 


IX.] 

report. Towards the latter half of the year an Egg Control 
Order was promulgated and the export and trade of eggs were 
placed under control. 

The receipts of the Department amounted to Rs. 29,979 
against Rs. 19,309 in 1118 and the^gxpenditure' 
Receipts and was- Rs. T83 lakh against Rs. 1'46 lakh in 
Expenditure. 1118. 

INDUSTRIES. AND GEOLOGY. 

Director■ Mr- E-I. Chaoho, B- A-, B- L- 

Minerals. 

During the year under report intensive work was done on 
mica, on account of the great demand for the mineral. The 
deposits of mica located in the prospecting 
Mica- centres at Vattiyurkavu and Neyyur were 

worked to increase the output as far as possible.' 
There was steady improvement in the quality of the mineral 
mined, A sum of nearly Rs. 9,000 was realised during the year 
by the sale of mioa. 

Prospecting work for graphite was continued during the year. 
Besides meeting the demands of the local pencil factories and the 
Government departments, sales of graphite 
Graphite. were also effected. Exploratory work was 

conducted, in order to locate fresh deposits of 

graphite, 

. Industries. 

Mr. K. N. Madhava Panicker continued to be in .charge of 
the factory throughout the year. jQuring the first half of the 
" year the production and refining of clay was 

Ceramic Faa- rather slow due mainly to the change in the 
tory, Kundara- system of mining from the underground to 
the open cast method. Dearth of labour was 
also a serious faotor affecting'production. In all, only 1,644 tons 
of first and special quality clay could be produced against 2,386 
tons in the previous year. The factory concentrated its attention 
■ mainly on .the manufacture and, supply of articles required by the 
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Supply Department of the Government oi India. Crockery, 

. electrical goods,' etc., formed the'main items of manufacture. 
Orders to the value of Rs. 2’69 lakhs were received of which 
supplios to the value of Rs. 2‘30 lakhs were made. 

There was a marked improvement in the manufacture and 
sale of goods in the factory. The total value of manufactured 
articles sold during the year was Rs. 2‘53 lakhs and that of china 
clay was Rtf. T05 lakh. 

The Rubber Factory continued to work under the manage¬ 
ment of Sir Chinnubhai Madhowlal Ranchodlal, Baronet of 
Ahmedabad in partnership with the Govern- 
Rubber Fac - ment. The chief items of manufacture were 

iwy. rubber-inserted khaki sheets, ground sheets, 

surgical tubings and hose pipes. 

The Plywood Factory was opened by the Elaya Raja of 
Travancoro on the 7th Vrischikam 1119 and regular work began 
from that date. Water resistant plywood. 
The Travan- wood wool, chair seats and teapoys were some 
core Fh/ivood of the items manufactured and sold from the 
Industries- factory. 

The Punalur Paper Mills made steady progress during the 
year. The usual quantities of brown, badami, match and 
coloured papers were manufactured and sup¬ 
ple,. Mamr plied to the Travancore and Madras Govern- 
facture- ments, Printing Presses, Match Factories, etG, 

The Mills had a steady supply of power from 
the hydro-electric system during the year. The position in 
regard to the supply of spare pa^ts and essential chemicals ini' 
proved to some extent in the latter half of the year. 

The Sugar Factory at Thnekalai continued to work under 
the management of the Travancore Sugars and Chemicals, Ltd,, 
with Messrs. Parry & Co., as the Secretaries 
Swjdr Manu- and T reasurers, The year under report was 

facture . the seventh year of its working. The factory . 

Worked for 66 days against 64 days in the 
previous year. 687 tons of sugar were manufactured and sold 
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afc the Government controlled price. 355 tons of treaole were pro¬ 
duced as a bye-product in the refining process and transferred to 
the Distillery at Nager.coil for being distilled into ; arrack. 

The Match Industry was resuscitated in Travancoro by the 
Vanjinad Matches and Industries, Ltd., which is a new concern. 

The manufacture of safety matohes was eom- 
Matoh Indies- me need about the middle of Thulam 1119 
p r y, under the management of Messrs. Moti Ltd. 

Notwithstanding the difficulty in obtaining raw 
materials and chemicals the factory maintained steady progress 
during the year. The- factory produced goods worth Rs 9'12 lakhs. 
The high olass safety matches produced in the factory have earned 
the appreciation of the consumers in general. 

In addition to matches the factory manufactured packing 
cases, wood wool, wood flour used for Bakelite materials and dry 
cells. There is a well-equipped workshop attached to the factory 
and it undertakes all kinds of turning and drilling job works. 

Operations of the Aluminium Reduction works of the Com¬ 
pany continued throughout the year. Production for the period 
amounted to lj586.tons, this being the maximum 
Aluminium output obtainable with the present limited 
Go-, Ltd. amount of power available. During the year 

the electrode plant was put into operation. 

The Travancore Ogale Glass Manufacturing Co., Ltd., 
Alwaye, commenced working during the year. Large orders for 
glass wares required for the fighting forces 
Glass Manu- were booked. Artioles suoh as bottles, tum- 
faoture. biers, chimneys, globes, plates and dishes were 

manufactured. 

During the year under report the Quilon Pencil Factory 
made good progress in the manufacture of blacklead and coloured 
penoils. The faotory supplied 150 gross of 
Pencil Manu- pencils to this Government and 2,000. gross to 
facture . the Government of India. Ip ordel- to increase 

the output and thereby meet the growing 
deihand-for pencils the faotory - was extended and additional 
machines installed. 
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Owing to the scarcity of red cedar and coal the Bhnpati 
Pencil Factory at Qnilon was not able to work in full swing 
during the major portion of the year." 

About 1,000 gross of pencils were produced during the year 
in the Golden Industries at Chingavanam. 

During the year under report the Company commenced the 
construction of a sulphuric acid factory at 
Knndara on the land leased to them by Gov¬ 
ernment. The faotory building wag nearing 
completion at the close of the year. The con¬ 
struction of a fertilizer 'factory at Alwaye was 
in progress at the end of the year. 

Cottage Industries. 

The important cottage industries carried on during the year 

1. Hand-made paper manufacture. 

2. Manufacture of carpets out of low count yarn. 

3. Manufacture of tape of different varieties. 

' 4. Hand-spinning and weaving industry. 

-5. Manufacture of writing chalk and distemper paints. 

6. Manufacture of mats with kora grass. 

The Sales Depot continued to function as an agency for the 
. advertisement and sale of the products of the cottage industries of 
the State. The produots of the various cottage 
■ Sales Depot) industries of the State Vere displayed in the 
Trivandrum. depot along with wooden toys and the articles 
of the ceramic factory. 

At the beginning of the year there were 24 students on the 
rolls of this institution. Sixteen students appeared for the final 
examination and 12 of them came out success. 

The 8-M- ful. Twelve students- were newly admitted 
R. F. Institute, during the year and the strength of the insti- 
Nagerooil■ tution at the end of the year was 19. The 

students were given instruction en the theory 
and praotioe of weaving and spinning according to the prescribed 
syllabus of studies. Demonstrations in warping and sizing‘were 
also given. ' - 


The Travan- 
core Fertilizers 
& Chemicals, 
Lid. 
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At the end of the year there were 92 aided and 60 unaided 
technical schools and 19 approved commercial schools. The 
subjects taught in the technical schools were 
Industrial weaving, carpentry, smithery, mat-weaving, 
Schools . drawing, rattan industry, etc. Weaving was 

taught in the majority of industrial schools. 

Besides the 19 approved commercial schools, there was a 
Government School of Commerce at Alleppey which gave instruc¬ 
tion in commercial subjects like book-keeping, banking, short¬ 
hand and typewriting. 

The Itinerant Weaving Party camped in selected localities for 
giving instruction in weaving to the pupils of the backward com¬ 
munities. During the year under report the 
Itinerant party camped at Karakad in the Tiruvalla taluk 
Weaving Party • and Kadambanad in the Ivunnathur taluk. 

The Board of Industries met once during the year and 3 
applications for loans were disposed of and an 
Miscellaneous, aggregate amount of Es. 2,000 was granted. 

The receipts of the department amounted to Rs. 12,342 and 
the'expenditure was Rs. 98,736. 

Receipts and - 
Fwpenditure, 


Factories and Labour. 

Seven labour laws were in force at the close of 1119. The 
working of these measures has secured many advantages for 
labour and has brought about closer and heal- 
Labour Laws • thier relationship between the employer and the 

employee. ^ ' 

All the factories wherein power is used and more than 19 
workers are employed, have come under the purview of the 
Factories Act. The number of factories on 
The Factories the register increased from 215 in 1118 to 225 
in 1119 of which 97 were seasonal ahd'128 non- 
seasonal. 24 new factories were registered 
and 14 factories were removed from the operation of the Act- 
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The number of accidents which, occurred in factories during the 
year was 423 as against 383 in the previous year. Of these 6 
accidents were fatal, 32 were serious and 385 were of a minor 
character. 

A general exemption was granted for a period of one year 
to cashew factories from the restrictions in respect of employ¬ 
ment of child 'workers. Two printing presses were exempted 
from the provisions of certain sections of the Act for a period of 
twenty days to enable them to do some urgent printing work in 
connection with the general election to the Legislature. 

In August 1943, the workers in the Engineering Department 
of Messrs. Harrisons and Crossfield Ltd., Quilon went on strike as 
the result of a dispute between the Company 
Trade Disputes■ and the Labour. Union regarding the scheme 
for distribution of contractor’s profits in the 
Engineering Department. The dispute was referred, for arbitra¬ 
tion, to the District Judge, Quilon. 

Complaints were received from the representatives of the 
Coir Factory Workers’ Union at Shertalai regarding the low 
rates of wages paid by the employers. These were enquired'into 
and discussed at a meeting of the representatives of employers and 
employees held at Shertalai on the 21st Ohingom 1119. The 
employers agreed to pay suitable dearness allowance to the 
workers. A Committee ■ called the Industrial Relations Com¬ 
mittee was ccnstituted with seven representatives of the owners of 
factories and seven representatives of the workers, with the 
Tahsildar of Shertalai as the President, to settle matters in dispute. 

There was a strike in March 1944 in the A. D. Cotton Mills 
Ltd., Quilon. The main points of dispute were in respect, of 
demand for increase of wages, night-shift and dismissal of workers. 
Negotiations were carried on and the dispute was amioably settled 
and the strike was called off. 

There were some labour troubles of a minor character in 
the Aluminium Company and the Standard Pottery Works at 
Alwaye. The disputes were amicably settled. 
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Daring the* war eight, eases of fatal accidents were roported. 
There were I:!i cases for the payment of compensation during 
file year. Of these the payment of compensa- 
Workm-fi'.-t tion was sanctioned in respect of 14 cases and 
(Jompeiwif-ion, a .sum of 11s. 5,359-5-3 was disbursed to the 

Act- dependants of the deceased workmen. The 

claims in. respect of eight cases were decided 
and the award made. But the money due could not be disbursed 
as the enquiries relating to the investment of the moneys for the 
advantage of the beneficiaries were not completed. The remaining 
cases were in various stages of enquiry. 

24 cases of accidents resulting in permanent or temporary 
disablement were reported during the year. Compensation in 
respect of these cases was settled by. agreement between the 
parties. 

There were 89 registered. Trade Unions at the end of the 
previous year. During 1119 ten new Unions were registered. 

Most of the Trade Unions relate to workers in 
The Trade factories such as coir factories, cashew 

Unions Act- factories, textile factories, oil mills, etc. 

Recently there has been a move among labour¬ 
ers engaged m other industries also to organise themselves into 
Trade Unions and a few such Unions have been registered. 

The chance m economic conditions brought about by the war 
has greatly affected labourers and there has been a persistent 
demand for increase in wages and for tho 
Labour payment of dearness allowance. The employers 

Welfare. generally speaking were not behind hand in 

coming'to the aid of their labourers by open¬ 
ing cost-price grain shops and co-operative stores attached to 
d'aotories and'by suitably enhancing the rates of wages. A number 
of large industrial establishments have also opened food cantoone 
for their workers. . .. 

Economic Development. Board. 

The Economic Development Board constituted in the State is 
intended to* co-ordinate the activities of the, several development 
departments and to secure non-official advice on the devolopliaoiit 
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of the economic resources of the State, the improvement of agri¬ 
culture, the establishment of new industries and tlio expansion 
of old ones. There were on the Board 25 members of whom 7 
were officials and 18 non-officials. The Board was in session for 
two days during the year, while the sub-committees of the Board 
met three times. The Board considered several matters of 
public welfare and made recommendations to Government chiefly 
on the need for : 

(1) an investigation into the. cultivation of the forest 

lands thrown open for the production of food crops; 

(2) provision of lands for hill-paddy cultivation ; and 

(3) stocking of paddy seeds, establishment of depots for 

distribution of seeds, fixing up a definite quota of 
food grains for each taluk. 

Control of Capital Issues. 

The control of capital issues was introduced in the State 
during Kumbhoin 1119. 

. Till the end of the year 86 applications for . previous consent 
to the issue and 7 for the condonation of unauthorised issue were 
received. Seventy applications of the 'former class and 6 appli¬ 
cations of the latter clas3 were disposed of during the year. The 
remaining 17 applications were pending with the applicants from 
whom further information and documents were due. 

Of the 70 applications for previous consent disposed of, 
consent was given in 61 cases involving an aggregate oapital of 
Re. 3.65 croros and refused in 9 cases involving a capital of Rs. 28,8 
lakhs. No application for the condonation of unauthorised 
issuo was refused. The refusals amounted to 12.8 per cent of the 
total number of applications and 8.7 per cent of the total amount 
of capital asked for. Of the 61 proposals for which consent was 
granted, 23 cases were initial issues by companies to bo newly 
incorporated, 26 in this State, 2 in British India and 1 in Cochin 
and the remaining 38 cases wore for further issues by existing 
companies. 
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Joint Stock Companies. 



Jiegktrar. 

Mr. K. Mudhara 

Kurui 

,M. A. 

The total nu 

mber of companies on the rolls 

at the 

end of 

1119 wai 072, 


nit',5, 

67 com- 


panies in liquidation and 4 deft 

net co 

mpanies 

Number of 

against C37 in the previous ye 

ar. The num- 

Companies- 

her of companies registered fe 

11 froi 

82 in 


1118 to 54 in 1119. Of these. 

8 wer 

limited 

by shares and 

were associations not for profit* lii 

nited by 

guarantee. 




There were 

■36 companies limited by shares t 

n the 

rolls at 

the end of the 

year of which 250 were public 

nd 18f 

private 


companies, as against. 403 companies 

at. the 

Companies 

end of the previous year. The authorised, 

limited by 

subscribed and paid up capitals 

of tl 

ese 436 

shares. 

companies taken together w 

re R 

. 19-91 


croros, Rs. 6'08 crores and R 

s. 5'0 f 

crores 

respectively. Tb 

e companies limited bv shares 

rare en 

gaged in 

various spheres c 

f business as follows : — 





Ills 

1119 

Banking, loa 

n and insurance 

137 

138 

Transit and Transport 

17 

18 

Trading and 

manufacturing 

142 

167 

Mills and presses 

8 

10 

Tea and other Planting Companies 

87 

89 

Mining and 

quarrying 

2 

2 

Breweries a 

ud distilleries 

1 

1 

Sugar (inclu 

ding iaggerv) manufacture ■ ■. 

2 

2 

Hotels, theatres and entertainments 

2 

3 

Companies 

ther than those specified above; 

6 

6 



403 

436 

There were 

165 companies in various stages 

of liquidation 

at the close of 

the year 1119, including 14 companies ti 

xat went 

into liquidation during the year, 
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Thu TiTUnbnr 1 1 t<iiopi tluu- it work at the l*«4nning of 
1119 was 49. 01 these, one became delunet 
Assoe-Uilionx during the wear. Including six associations 
■not for Profit . newlv registered, the number of associations 
working at the end of the year was 54. 

There were 84 companies having places of business in the 
State at the end of 1119. Of these, 14 were.engaged in banking 
and loan, 7 in insurance, 2 in transit and trans- 
• Companies o f port, 32 in trading and manufacturing, 2 in 
Foreiun Incur- mills and presses, 10 in tea, 11 in rubber, 2 in 
poration. mining and quarrying and the rest in miscel¬ 

laneous work. Twenty two companies were 
those incorporated in England, 5 in Scotland, 1 in Holland. 3 in 
the United States, 1 in Newzealand, 4 in Colombo. 40 in British. 
India and 8 in the Cochin State. 

The offices of 39 companies were inspected by the Registrar 
against' 32 in the previous year, while 313 companies were 
inspected by the Senior Inspector against 2G3 
Inspection ami in 1118. The prosecutions launched against 
7 ’rosecutio/o 8 companies were pending at the end of 1US 
and 13 companies were prosecuted during the 
year. The prosecutions against 8 companies were withdrawn 
during the course of the year as they subsequently filed all the 
overdue documents and paid the costs of proseoution. 

Co-operative Department. 

Registrar- Mr-fiK- MctdhavaKumj>,M- A. 

The State is divided into three co-operative divisions, the 
Southern, Central and Northern and each division is- further 
divided into circles. As in the previous year 
General■ the department followed the policy of rectifi¬ 

cation and consolidation of societies and also 
made substantial progress in laying the foundations for the future 
development of the 00-operative movfcment, ' : 
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1. Central Bank .. I 1 

2, Central Institute •.. 1 1 

3. Central Wholesale Society 1 1 

4, Central Weaving Society ... 1 1 



10. Non-agneultural Credit 

Societies ... 20® 1.98 

11. Do. with production and 


sale ... 25 32 

12. Distributive Societies ... 91 218 

13. Multipurpose Societies • ■ ■ 32 47 • 

14. Other types ... 81 42 

Total ... 1,473 1,634 

The total number of members in all the societies together 
roso from 184,061 in 1118 to 200,091 in 1119. Of these, 24,700 
were women members.. The proportion ■ of 
Membership- women To men members was 1 to 7. Women 
, , members, formed 0'8, per cent of. the total 
women population of the State. . The total membership of the 
movement represented 3‘3 per cent of the population of the State, 
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Th« following statement indicates t-hc financial condition of 
tlio movement during the j'ears 1118 and 1119, 
Finance*. in respect of share capital, deposits and working 
capital of societies :— 

(RUPEES [N LAKHS.) 



The phenomenal increase in the receipts under deposits 
during the year testifies to The readiness with which advances 
were made to co-operative societies for business purposes and in¬ 
directly affords an hides to the growing confidence of the in¬ 
vesting public in the soundness of co-operative societies. The 
total turn over of all the societies together was Its. 6*05 orores 
against Rs. 2'33 orores in 1118. The average turn over par 
society was Rs. 88,736 and per member Rs, 302, the »corres- 
pondiug figures for the previous year being only Rs. 16,469 and 
Rs. 129 respectively. 

The societies -were managed by committees, the strength of 
which varied from 5 to 11, elected by the General Body. All the 
societies together had 10,596 committee mem- 
Management bers. Of these, 8,838 or 83'4 per cent were 
of Societies. non-officials, The cost of management incur¬ 
red by the societies was Rs. 3'46 lakhs. The 
percentage of cost to the aggregate working capital was 3'8 
against 3'o in 1118 and the average cost per society was Rs.185 
against Rs. 164 in the previous year. 
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Tho Trivandrum Central Co-operative Bank was the' first 
oo-operativo society to be registered in the State and it was desi¬ 
gned to serve as the apex bank for the so- 
The Central cieties in the State. The Registrar of Oo- 

(Jo-operative operative Societies assumed charge as the 

Bank , Ltd-, Chairman of the Bank on the 9th Chingom 

Trivandrum• 1119 for the purpose of re-organising the 

bank which was not working very satis¬ 
factorily. The Bank made all round progress during the year. 
The total receipts under deposits amounted to Rs. 6‘67 lakhs 
against Rs. 2‘50 lakhs in 1118. The loans issued to societies 
amounted to Rs. 7‘18 lakhs. The total collections under loans 
including principal and interest amounted to Rs. 2*86 lakhs. The 
total turn over increased from Rs. 9’51 lakhs in 1118 to Rs 59 - 49 
lakhs in 1119. The Bank earned a net profit of Rs. 18,-173 after', 
re-couping the losses of the previous years and declared a divi¬ 
dend of 4 per cent to members for the first time after 1198 m. b. 

Taluk Banks constitute the financial agency interlinking the 
apex bank with the primary societies. Including three banking- 
unions the number of Taluk Banks designed to 
Taluk Banks. serve as intermediary financing agency bet¬ 
ween the central bank and the primary so¬ 
cieties was 19; They had a working capital of Rs. 13-11 lakhs 
against Rs. 12'79 lakhs in the previous year and a paid up share 
capital of Rs. 4‘57 lakhs against Rs. 4'88 lakhs in 1118. They 
issued loans to individuals and societies to the extent of Rs. 0’98 
lakh and Rs. 4‘85 lakhs respectively. 

Urban Banks form the principal agency providing co-opera¬ 
tive finance for the middle class population inhabiting the urban 
areas. The number of Urban Banks was 17 
Urban Banks . as in the previous year. The working capital 

• and paid up share Gapital of the Urban 'Banks 
wore .nearly Rs. 5*5-lakhs and Rs. 2*1 lakhs respectively, the 
Corresponding figures for the previous year being Rs. 5'24 lakhs 
and Rs. 2’09 lakhs respectively. 
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Thf primary agricultural credit societies cohstitute the bulk 
of co-operative organisations in the State and 
Ar/riculiural the soundness of the co-operative structure 
Societies- depends on the soundness of these primary 

societies. The following figures show their 


position :—- 



Particulars- 

1118 

1119 

Number of societies 

o. 1,085 

1,122.- ■ 

Number of members 

114,618 

127,370 

Paid-up sha/o capital 

Rs. 14-86 lakhs 

Rs. 15"85 lakhs 

Working capital 

Rs. 29-18 ,, 

Rs. 34- 21 ,, 

Reserve Fund 

Its. 6-94 „ 

Rs. 7-01 „ ■ 


There were 467 non-agricultural societies during the year. 
The following figures show their position 

Non-agrimltvral 
Societies• 


Particulars- 
Number of societies 
Number of members 
Paid-up share capital 
Working capital 
Reserve Fund 


1118 1110 


363 
(i 0,7 90 

Es. 12'69 lakhs 
Es. 31-00 „ 
Es. 3-19 „ 


467* 

70,209 

Rs. 16'30 lakhs 
Es. 38-13 „ 
Es. 3-58 „ 


* Including 19 taluk banks and banking unions. 


As a result of the change in economic conditions' brought 
about by the war, credit was no longer the need of the average 
ryot. Tile demand, for commodities was 
Non-credit greater and the work of distribution 1 caught 

Activities- the imagination of co-operators generally, 

People rallied round co-operative societies and. 
utilised them for ensuring the equitable distribution of ..con¬ 
trolled articles. 8-50. societies were engaged in the work of the 
distribution of controlled articles. 44 societies took part in the, 
food production drive and eultivatea 1,380 acres of land while 14 
societies engaged themselves in cottage industries. Eight societies 
maintained stud bulls and six had cattle pounds. 
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The 27 taluk supervising unions (including the three Banking 
Unions) and the Travanoore Co-operative Institute Ltd., con- 
, stituted the main agency on the non-official 

Non-official side for supervision and propaganda. The 
Supervision■ supervising unions supervised and regulated 
the work of distribution of controlled articles 
undertaken by the societies in their respective jurisdictions. 

Audit is a statutory function of the Registrar and accordingly 
the entire work waa undertaken by the departmental officers. 

Out of 1,683 working societies (excepting the 
Inspection and Central Bank) all except 44 were audited 
Audit- during the year. The ■ records of 38 societies 

' were not made available for -audit and those 
of 6 were in civil courts. The Registrar was on tour for 104 
days and inspected 84 societies. The total number of societies 
inspected-by the Assistant Registrars was 488. 

' The cost to Government during the year in working the Co¬ 
operative Societies Act was Rs. 1,15,116 as 
Cost of worHn* against Rs. 97,464 in the previous year and 
the Go-operative die average eoh Government per society in 
Societies Act. 1U ’) " is Rr. >5 5 at amst Rs. t>3’9 m J.118. 

A-co-operative training class was started during the year 
for training co-operative workers. The course of study in the 
class lasted for 21 months. 73 students were 
Miscellaneous .. admitted to the mass. Lectures were delivered 
by experienced Insoecaors of the department, 
a few qualified non-official co-operauns and some officers of the 
Agricultural and Public Health departments. 69 students sat 
for the final examination of whom 43 .oamf out successful, 

Patents and Designs. 

Controller of Patents and Mr. GtP. Qopala Panicker, 

Designs and Registrar of B-A.,B-L . 

Trade Marks- 

Thirty patents in respect of the following inventions were 

sealed during the vear under report 

' 1, Recovery of kernels , and: cashew shell liquid from 

cashtiwyiut-s. 
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2. Reclamation of rubber waste for producing substitutes 

of bard and soft rubber, vulcanite and other 
powders. 

3. Process for making collapsible and flexible containers 

and other articles without using metals or rubber. 

4. An improved kitchen stove. 

5. Extraction of cashew nut shell oil. 

6. ' Process for the extraction of resinous material from 

the milky juice of the plant Saroostemma Brevi. 
-stigma, etc. 

7. A duplicating ink and the process for its preparation. 

8. Conversion of Bhilavan shell liquid to a non-vesicating 

drying product. 

9. Do. Do. (another process). 

10. Conversion of cashew nut shell liqnid to a drying pro¬ 

duct. 

11. Improvements in plastic compositions. 

12. Preparation of rubber composition for the manufac¬ 

ture of artificial cork, oto. 

13. Conversion of Bhilavan shell liquid to a non-vesicating 

drying product. 

14. Do. Do. (another prooess). 

15. Improvements in or relating to the degradation of 

proteinous materials. 

16. Improvements in or relating to laminated boards. 

17. Improvements in or relating to the degradation of 

proteinous materials (another process). 

18. Process for the preparation of a depolarising agent for 

dry cells. 

19. Prooess for improving the meehanioal and physical 

properties of wood. 

20. Improvements in or relating to laminated corrugated 

boards. 

21. Improvements in or relating to containers, reoeptacles, 

utensils and the like. 




Kj 

22 . 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

' 29. 

30. 

Of the above, one patent was registered in favour of a 
Travancorean and the rest in favour of British subjects, British 
Indian subjects, British Ceylon subjects and subjects of Mysore 
and Bhavanagar States. 

The number of applications for patents received during the'* 
year was -24 against 35 during the previous year. 36 patents 
were renewed against 31 in 1118. Three patents lapsed owing to 
non-payment of renewal fees. 

No design was registered during the year. 

Under Seotion 80 of the Travanoore Trade Marks Act which 
enables deposit of trade marks in the Patent Office by intending 
applicants for registration, 442 applications were reoeived during 
the year for deposit of trade marks. Including 190 such appli¬ 
cations which were pending sorutiny at the close of the previous 
year, there were 632 applications for disposal. Of-these, certi¬ 
ficates of deposit were issued in respect of 199 applications and 
the rest were pending scrutiny at the close of the year. 
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A process for the transformation of castor oil gel into 
a soluble viscous liquid. 

Improved process for the production of lubricating 
oils. 

Improved hydraulio fluids. 

Improved process and apparatus for producing lami¬ 
nated bodies and articles therefrom having a basis 
of vegetable fibres. 

Improved outlet attachment for inflators. 

Improvements in and relating to hospital bed steads. 

A process for obtaining resin from agricultural wastes 
such as Bagasse and jute waste and the resin so 
obtained. 

Improvements in or relating to folding legs of beds 
and the like. 

Improvements in or relating to roofs, and tiles there¬ 
for. 
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The total receipts in the year on account of the working of 
the Patents and Designs Act and the Trade Marks Act amounted 
to Es. 4,032 and the expenditure to Ba. 594, the corresponding 
amounts for the previous year being Bs. 8,612 and Es. 408. 

Uplift of Backward Communities. 

Protector of Backward ' Mr-E- Vamdeva PoduvaU 

Communities- * B- A- 

The main items of work undertaken by Government for 
the uplift of backward communities Comprised the following; 

viz., assignment of lauds on concessional terms, 
General establishment of colonies and centres for in¬ 

tensive ^melioration work, provision of.. 
common buildings for social and religious congregations, grant 
of' educational concessions, maintenance of free hostels, organi¬ 
sation of thrift societies, popularisation of industries and other 
miscellaneous items of ameliorative work., 

Land ia assigned on concessional terms to individual fami¬ 
lies of baokward communities and’ also to families living in 
compact blocks. Under the scheme of in- 
Assignmeni of creased food production an extent of 191 
Lands on Conoesr acres was leased out to the backward com- 
sional Terms- inanities during the year under report. , 

Colonies for backward communities were in existence in the 
following places, viz., Sachivottamapuram near Kottayam, Nari- 
kulani, Ve'liathiinad, Paeode, Elanthoor, Ma- 
Oolonies nickamangalam and Anchamada. The .Sachi¬ 

vottamapuram Colony is the largest of the . 
colonies having an extern; of about 113 acres of land. The thrift 
society organised m die colony worked sawslaotorily during the 
year. The construction oi a we&viug factory cn the colony was' 
completed during the year. Tno work m connection with the 
opening of "a colony at rfadainbanad (Kunnathur taluk) was in 
progress and .16 houses were constructed during the year. 
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Provision of common buildings for social and congregational 
purposes was one of the important items of work attended to by 
the Department. Common buildings were con- 
General Ame- sirueted in Nemom, Nettayam, Thazhakara, 
liorative Mea- Haripad, Manickamangalam, Elamgaman- 

sures- galam and Edayaranmula during the year 

under report. In pursuance of the policy of 
providing drinking water in centres inhabited by backward 
communities 15 new wells were sunk and 26 old ones were 
repaired. Eighteen burial grounds were also provided in 
different parts of the State." 

Fee concessions were granted as usual to pupils of backward 
communities- in schools and colleges. The amount covered by 
such concessions is estimated at Rs. 63,157. 
E ducaiioual Three students of the University College and 
Concessions. one student of the Engineering College were 
exempted from payment of their tuition 
fees. 27 students who appeared for the University Examination 
were exempted from payment, of their examination fees. Poor 
and deserving pupils of the backward communities in the 
English, Malayalam, Tamil and Sanskrit schools wore exempted 
from payment of fees for their examinations. Stipends and 
scholarships were also given to deserving students. The free 
supply of Malayalam and Tamil Readers to all the ohildren of 
backward communities'"reading in classes III and IV of the 
Malayalam afid Tamil schools of the State Was continued during 
the year. A sum of Rs. 900 was available during the year by 
way of interest on the endowment of Rs. 76,489 made by the 
Temple Entry Proclamation Memorial Committee to afford better 
facilities for,the higher education of members of the backward 
communities 

The free Harijan hostels at Trivandrum, Kottayam and 
Nagercoil continued to function during the year. Grants were 
paid for the maintenance of 20 institutions 
Hostels, comprising hostels* orphanages, reading rooms, 

' Orphanages, etc. libraries, eto., intended for the children of the 
backward communities. 
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A distinct advance was made towards the popularisation of 
. cottage industries in tire colonies of backward communities. All 
the various activities of the Uplift Department 
Industries during the year were designed to bring about 
the economic and social development of the ■ 
backward communities and thereby to raise their standard of 
living and general welfare. 

The expenditure incurred in 1119 for the uplift of backward 
Expenditure . communities amounted to Rs. 1'36 lakh. 



CHAPTER X. 


PUBLIC WORKS. 

The Public Works Department. 

Chief Engineer. Mr. J. W. Chaeko, Chief Engineer, 
Workshops and War Industries till 
the 4-th Meenam, 1119. 

Mr- LG. Chaeko, B. So-, Chief Engineer 
. - Roads, Irrigation and Miscellaneous, 
till the 4th Meenam \1119 awl Chief 
Engineer of the whole P. W- D . from 
that date. 

A sum of Rs. 52’97 lakhs was spent on pnbliG works during 
1119 excluding a stock suspense of Rs. 5'30 lakhs and the cost of 
contribution works executed by the depart- 
Outlay. ment on which a separate expenditure of 

Rs. 7'56 lakhs was incurred. Of the total ex¬ 
penditure a sum of Rs. 4^'79 lakhs was spent on ordinary public 
works charged to revenue including the Road Development Ftind 
against Rs. 28’98 lakhs in 1118. A net sum of Rs. 10'16 lakhs 
was spent on capital works not charged to revenue. This expendi¬ 
ture was mainly under the following items :— 

■ Rupees in lakhs. 


Military works 0’97 

Town Planning Scheme, Trivandrum ... 1‘78 

Acquisition of lands for the S. M. V. 

School, Trivandrum ... 0 - 28 

Cost of lands etc., for the use of the 
Chaokai Thampanur extension of 
the Railway .... , 6*66 

Constrnoting a godown for storing food 

.. grains at yafjathurai ... 0*64 
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The development of communications has always formed an 
important item in the State’s programme of Public Works. 

Funds are provided from the general revenues 
Oonmamica- for the construction and maintenance of roads. 
ti on g. ' A Road Development Fund has been instituted 

for the purpose of opening- and improving 
trunk roads. The existing road system which is well co-ordinated 
within the State is connected with the road systems of the 
adjacent British Indian Districts and the Cochin State, so as to 
ensure through traffic. 1 There are main arterial roads through¬ 
out the length and breadth of the State to which is linked a net¬ 
work of subsidiary and feeder roads. The road. system also 
connects the internal waterways and ports. It has further been . 
constructed in such a manner as to open up and serve important 
planting areas and industrial centres. The phenomenal increase 
in motor traffic during recent years has led to the elaboration of 
a programme for widening the old highways to suit modern re¬ 
quirements and the allotment of increased maintenance grants. 
The major portion of the expenditure incurred by the P. W. D 
from year to year has been under the item of communications. 
The expenditure on communications during the year under report 
was Rs. 25'73 lakhs against Rs. 16‘34’ lakhs in 1118. Of this a sum 
of Rs. 8'28 lakhs was spent for the construction of new reads and 
bridges and lor improvements to the existing ones and the balance 
of Rs. 17 - 45 lakhs was spent for the maintenance of the existing 
means of communication in the State. The length, of the roads 
newly opened and of those newly improved during the year was 
11 and 63 miles respectively against 9 and 58 miles respectively 
in 1118. The total length of communications maintained during- 
the year was 5,568 miles consisting of 1,293 miles of metalled 
roads, 2,394 miles of umnetalled roads, 989 miles of village roads 
including cart-tracks, 62 miles of planters’ roads, 439 mills of 
traces and 39.1 miles of navigation canals and back-waters. The 
average cost of maintenance per mile was Rs.. 755 for metalled 
roads, Rs. 221 for unmetalled roads, Rs. 17 for village roads, 
Rs. 129 for planters’ roads, Rs. 37 ,for traces and Rs. 245 for 
navigation oanals and backwaters. 
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Till recently Government alone were responsible for con¬ 
structing and maintaining roads in the State. Within the past 
few years, however, private enterprise has ' 
Ryots’ Roads■ voluntarily come forward to co-operate with 
Government in opening new line3 of communi¬ 
cation. There is a system of “ryots’ roads” under which the 
roads are opened by the people themselves, the department merely 
advising alignment and constructing the necessary bridges and 
culverts. The roads if satisfactory are subsequently taken 
over and maintained by Government who assume the lands 
covered by the roads on payment of nominal compensation and 
record them as porambohe- 

The expenditure incurred on buildings was Rs. 6‘32 lal^hs 
against Rs. 4*80 lakhs in the previous year. Of this a sum of 
Rs. 4‘00 lakhs was spent on the construction of 
Buildings• - hew buildings and special repairs and improve-. 

ment.s to the existing ones, and the balance was 
spent on annual repairs and maintenance. 

The expenditure incurred on protective irrigation works 
during the year under report was Rs. T58 lakh against Rs. T22 
lakh in 1118. Of this a sum of Rs. 1*19 lakh 
Irrigation — was spent on the construction of new irrigation 

Protective • works and preservation of existing ones, and. 

the balance on the maintenance of the existing 
sources of irrigation. 

The Kodayar irrigation system is the most important irriga¬ 
tion work in the State. The gross outlay on the work up to the 
end of the year was Rs. 88*21 lakhs and npt 

'Productive outlay was Rs. 81*39 lakhs.. The gross revenue 
Irrigation- The from the project during the year was Rs. 2’01 
Kodayar Ini- lakhs and the net revenue was Rs. 0*32 lakh. 
gation System . A total length of 3$ 6' 94 miles of irrigation 
channels was maintained within the system and 
the area of assessed lands which had the benefit of water from 
the Kodayar Reservoir during 1119 was 56,624 acres against 
56,596 acres in 1118. 
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The outlay on establishment during the year , was Rs. 5'01 
lakhs against Ra. 4’3S lakhs in 1118' and the cost of establishment. 

was 11"7 per cent, on the gross outlay exclud- 
Esitabli&hnent- rag that on. capital works not charged to re¬ 
venue against 14*9 per cent, in the previous 

The P. W. D. Workshops undertake works for Government 
and also for private .parties. The number of work orders for' 
■* execution during 1119 was 2,711 and of these 

P.W.D-Worl- 1,998 orders wero oompleoed before the dose 
shops- ■ ol the year under report. The total value of 

supplies mace bv the Workshops during the 
year to other P. W. D. Divisions and departments and for private 
parties worked out to Rs. o'bb lakhs. 

The P. W. D. Advisory Committee aeid two meetings. The 
members ot the aun-committees travelled as 
P- D r . D- A dm- usual to Hie different parts ot the State to 
sory Committee, study at- Jirst iiand. tile requirements of the 
various localities. 

The Standing Committee for restoration ol tanks and storage 
reservoirs also functioned throughout the year. 

The Maramath Branch of the P. W. D. which attends to 
works connected with Devaswoms, Oottupuras (feeding houses), 
satroius and cither charitable institutions was 
Maramath reconstituted during the year and placed under 
Worhs- the charge of the two Sub Division Officers, one 

at Kottayam and the other at Trivandrum 
under the direct administrative control of the Chief Engineer. 
The expenditure incurred on account Government Maramath 
works during the year amounted to Rs. 1,12,683 and that on 
account of Devaswom Maramath works amounted to Rs. 66,172. 

Waterworks and Drainage. 

At a capital cost of about, Rs, 58 lakhs Government have 
provided the Trivandrum City with a protected water-supply 
which is one of the ..most complete and up-to-date water supply 
projects in India, The project is worked by Government through 
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the Water Works and Drainage Engineering Department and the 
Trivandrum Corporation maims an annual contribution towards 
the working expenses meeting the cost by levying a water tax at 
the rate of 3 per cent, on the annual rental value of all the build¬ 
ings situated within its limits and from the metered rating from 
house connections and other miscellaneous water receipts. In 
point of chemical and bacteriological purity, safety and clarity, 
the water distributed from the Water Works stands comparison 
with the .water in any other town supply in the world and is 
decidedly superior to the water distributed in many Indian towns, 
the standard of purity of water distributed being similar to that 
adopted by the Metropolitan Water Board, London for its supply. - 
Samples of the filtrate and water from the street fountains are 
collected daily and examined in the laboratory. A total quantity 
of 3S7*88G million gallons of w r ater was sent down for distribution 
during the year against 357*451 million gallons in 1118. The 
cost of maintenance and operation per 1,000 gallons of water in 
1119 was chuckrams 7 and cash 12 against chuckrains 7 and cash 
6 in the previous year. The rate charged for 1,000 gallons was 
chuckrams 21 (annas 11 and pies 9) if the supply was for domestic 
purposes and double this rate if the supply was for non-domestic 
purposes. 

The number of street fountains during the year was 624 
against 620 - in_ the previous year. There were 2,349 meters in 
service in 1119" against 2,263 in the previous year. 

The reservoir was overflowing the dam on all days of the 
year and the maximum level of water iu the reservoir was 151*00 
feet and the minimum level was 145*25 feet. t 

■ The gross receipts from the Willingdon Water Works for the 
year 1119 amounted to Bs. 1,56,529 and the cost of maintenance 
and operation amounted to Rs. 1,07,235. 

Mciussil Water Works. 

Her Highness Maharani Setu Parvabi Bay! Water Works at 
Alleppey was brought into service in 111-5. * The Alleppey Munici¬ 
pality collects the water tax and pays' to 
Alleppey Water Government the maintenance charges under 
Works• special agreement with Government that half . 

the capital cost of the project with 4£ per cent. 
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interest will be repaid to Government in 36 equal instalments. 
The Municipality is making the annual payment under the agree¬ 
ment in addition to meeting the maintenance charges. Free 
supply of water through street fountains which was started after 
the inauguration of the scheme in 1115 was continued during the 
year 1119 also. The supply of good protected water in the town 
contributed much towards the prevention of" the spreading of 
cholera. A 

The project was nearly completed by the end of the previous 
year. Temporary supply of water to the low 
Nagercoil level area of the town was started from Vris- 
Water Supply ohikam 111 9 and fountain post connections in 
Scheme. the high level area were in progress; 

The installation of pumping plant, electric motors, venturi- 
meter's and the 10” hose pipe line between the pump house and 
the venturi meter house was completed. The 
Shencottah erection-of chlorionome plant- was also com- 
Water Supply pleted during the year undar report. The 
Scheme. supply of water through the street taps was 

maintained in steady condition. 

The laying of sewers was in progress throughout the year 
with the pipes available. The total length of sewers of various 
sizes laid till the end of the year was nearly 60 
Trivandrum miles against nearly 59£ miles at the end of 
Drainage 1118. The man-holes, lamp holes and other 

Sche/ne. masonry works in the portion of the sewers 

laid during the year were also constructed.' 
House connections were given .to the sewers already laid with 
syphon traps. The total number of house connections 'completed 
by the end of the year 1119 was 4,784. The expenditure incur¬ 
red'on the Trivandrum Drainage Scheme till the end of 1119, 
including investigation, was Es. 24’20 lakhs. 

’ Railways, 

The total length of the railway line in the State is 98 miles 
excluding the portion . of the Coohin-Shoranur railway running 
through the Travanoore territory in the. Always Public Works 
. Division, 
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- • The Quilon-Sheneottah Section is worked under a guarantee 
^'iu respeot of interest on the capital , 3pent on that Section by the 
British Government. The capital required for the Quilori-Trivan- 
drum (Chakai) line was met by this Government while the Exten¬ 
sion from Ghakai to Trivandrum Central was constructed by the 
State and handed over to the South Indian Railway for working 
'as part of the Quilon-Trivandrum (Chakai) Section. 

The capital outlay up to the end of March 1944 was as 
follows:— 

Sheneottah-Quilon Section. 11. Rs. 139.80 lakhs. 

Quilon-Trivandrum (old station,at 
Chakai) „ 50.86 „ 

Ghakai-Thambanur Extension „ „ 2T53 „ 

A sum of B. Rs.,6.44 lakhs out ox the capital ^outlay of 
B. Rs. 27.96 lakhs under the Ohakai-Thambanur Extension to the 
end of Karkaiakam 1118 was written off the Chakai-Thambanur 
Extension < accounts by debit to the P. W. D. in the year under 
review in accordance with the terms entered into with the 
South Indian Railway Administration for the working of the 
Ohakai-Thambanur Extension as part of the-Quilon-Trivandrum 
.Section. 

The Gapital expenditure lor the year ended March 1944 on 
the Quilon-Trivandrum Section excluding the Chakai-Thambanur 
Extension was B. Rs. 3,007 (credit) against B. Rs. 1,19,436 (credit) 
in-the previous year. 

The working of the Travancore . Railway during the year 
under review resulted in a gain of B. Rs. 7.01 lakhs including in¬ 
terest at 4 per cent on the capital of Quilon-Trivandum and 
Chakai-Thambanur Extension (viz., B. Rs. 2,89,811) against 
B. Rs. 5-11 lakhs in 1118. 

The working of the Travancore Railway was, Consequent on 
the acquisition of the whole South Indian Railway system by the 
Government of India from 1st April 1944, taken. up by them 
from that date. ' - 
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The Financial Secretary to Government continued to repre¬ 
sent Government in the South Indian Railway Advisory Commit¬ 
tee Board, 


Electrics! Department, 


Electrical Engineer 
to Government. 


Rajymevapravina K. P. Padmcmabha „■ 


r . r. a. v... u j v 


The Department maintained steady progress during the year 
although the difficulties in the matter of obtaining supplies of 
material from abroad and from available 
General- sources in India continued to persist on 

acoount of the war. Extensions of supply 
lines were carried out during the year mainly for operations 
connected with food production and war industries. Power was 
made available at two more centres in the State malting the total 
number of centres served 32. 

The aggregate demand on the Government Electric Supply 
systems during the year was 10,070 K. W. with a total generation 
of 65'08 million units. The total number of consumers including 
. the Aluminium Company and the Goohin Supply was 9,157. 
The total number of consumers in the Licensee’s areas taking 
supply fronfthe Government system was 1,735. 

Some requisitions for supply of power for industrial pur. 
poses could not be met during the year owing to the shortage of 
power at the P. H. E. Project. The power position at the projeot 
is expected to improve with the availability of a fresh block of 
3,000 K. W. of power by the middle of 1945. 

As there was hardly any surplus power for release to meet 
civilian needs it was found necessary to postpone further supplies 
of power till supply from other sources became available. The 
Electricity (Emergency) Proclamation was therefore issued on 
’the 22nd Kumbhom 1119 empowering the departmental autho¬ 
rities to restrict, regulate or refuse the supply and consumption 
of electrical energy. 
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The P. H. E. Projeot completed ita fourth year of operation 
in Medo.ni 1119. All the works comprising the first stage of the 
Projeot have been completed and are function- 
P. H■ E- mg satisfactorily. The Ramaswami Aiyar 
Project . Head Works were inangurated by Dewan 

Sachivottama Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar on 
the 12th February 1944. The second stage of operations made 
satisfactory progress during the year. In connection with the 
second stage of development of the scheme, sanction was obtained 
from the Government of India for the release of a 7,500 K. W. 
set, the connected switch gear and a third pipeline. Butin 
view of the need to supply power to the large Fertilizer Industry 
which is proposed to be established and also in view of the further 
requirements of the Aluminium Factor}- and the Government of 
Cochin, negotiations were started with the Government of India 
to obtain sanction for the s release of two more generating sets 
7,500 K. W. with connected switch gear and-also for tfio fourth 
pipe line. As a result of these negotiations sanction was obtained 
for the release of the fifth generating set (7,500 K. W. capacity) 
and also for the fourth pipe line. 

The total generation of power during tire year was 64;4 
million units and the total peak load about 9,600 K. W. The 
capital outlay on the Project at the end of the year _ was Rs. 2'22 
crores. The net revenue realised during the year amounted to 
Rs. 7‘80 lakhs and the working expenses amounted to Rs. 7’77 
lakhs. ' 

In order to accelerate the food production drive the supply 
of power was further extended in the reclamation area of the 
Kottayam Division. An extent of about 8000 acres was utilised 
for paddy cultivation with the aid of electrically driven pumps. 
Lift irrigation in the paddy fields on the sides of the Periyar 
River was arranged in nine centres and 520 acres ^vere irrigated. 

As in the previous years, the supply in the capital, was fed 
partly from hydro-eleotric system and partly from the local 
thermal station. The total generation from 
Electric Supply the thermal plant during the year was about 
in the Capital. 7 lakhs units aiicl the energy supplied from 
H. E. station amounted to 1*61 million units, 
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The engines in the thermal plant -,ver e maintained very satis¬ 
factorily throughout the year notwithstanding- the difficulty in 
securing spare parts. 

There was a growing demand for house service connections 
and the clemai im , Mi to the extent possible having regard to 
the availabmtv oi service connection materials. During- the year, 
478 domestic consumers and 20 industrial consumers were con¬ 
nected up, making a total of 4,089 consumers at the end of the 
year. The supply to the City was maintained satisfactorily 
throughout the year. ' 

A few towns and villages in the State are supplied with 
eteotric 'power by private agencies who either make their own 
arrangements for the generation of power or 
Other Electric purchase' -power in bulk from Government. 
Supply Under Power from the P. H. E. Project was supplied 
taking* to .the K. D. H. P.* Company distribution area 

in the High Ranges and to the Kottayam 
Electric Supply Agency (for the Kottayam town), while the 
supply of power to Nagereoil and Sheneotta was undertaken by 
licensees who worked their own thermal plants. These agencies 
continued to supply power in their respective areas as in the 
previous year. 

The All-State Trunk Telephone. Scheme- was completed and 
linked up with the general Trunk Telephone system of India in 
111-5. The demand for telephone connections 
Trunk Tele- was steadily on the increase and several appli- 
phones. cations had to be kept, pending owing to the 

shortage of equipment. The linking of the 
towns oi Chavara and Kayamcolam by a new line was effected 
during tho year and this minimised the, delay in putting through 
calls. Another important work taken .up and completed during 
the year was the teleprinter line between the Router’s office and 
the General Post Office. ‘ 

. The total length of. trunk lines at the end of the year was 
730 miles, the number of subscribers 1,003 and the number of . 
public call offices 38, the corresponding figures for the previous, 
year being 714, 979 an<lT>7 respectively. 
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The capital outlay on the telephone till the end of the year 
was Rs. 13’05 lakhs and the net revenue for the year amounted 
to Rs. I - 08 lakh. * 

The Broadcasting House was completed during the year. 
Two studios, one for music, and the other for talk, were fitted 
out. In all, 1,185 possession licenses under 
Radio and the Wireless Telegraphy Act wore issued during 
Broadcasting . the year, of which 235 were new licenses. The 
expenditure on this scheme till the end of 111? 

was Rs. T85 lakh. 




CHAPTER XI. 

COMMERCE 

Trade. 

Thu prevailing war conditions have influenced the course of 
trade during the year under report. The most important factor 
which governed the volume of the export and 
Volume of import trade of Travancore during M19 m. e. 
Trade. was the heavy rise m the price of almost all 

the articles that entered into the trade of the 
country. This genera] rise in prices together with the improve¬ 
ment in the import of articles luce rice, paddy, sugar and textiles 
and the export of articles like oocoanut oil, coir, cashewnuts, 
betelnuts, cardamoms, rubber, tea and timber resulted in a 
striking increase in tho volume of trade of the State. The total 
value of the import trade rose from Rs. 14*34 crores in 1118 to 
Rs. 23'89 crores in 1119 and that of exports from Rs. 16’54 
crores to Rs. 25*52 crores. The balance of trade in favour of 
the State, however, fell from Rs. 2*20 crores iu 1118 to Rs. T63 
orores in 1119. 

Of the total import trade, 547 per cent, was oarried oh by 
land, 26‘26 per cent, by rail, 57‘80 per cent, by backWater and 
1C'47 per cent, by sea. Of the total export 
Gar Huge of trade, G’81 per cent, was carried on by land, 

Trade. 23'31 per cent, by rail, 66'89 per cent, by 

backwater and 2‘99 per cent, by sea. This 
fall in sea borne trade is a war time feature. 

Compared to the previous year, the import of almost all the 
chief items under merchandise such as food grains, oashewnuts, 
textiles, metals and dres, sugar, etc., reoorded 
Imports■ a slight- improvement during the year. Con, 

siderable fall was noticed under the imports 
of mineral oils especially kerosenfe and petrol. This fall was due 
to war restrictions. The subjoined statement shows the quantity 



and valuo of the most important articles imported during the 
years 1118 and 1119 — 



The exports of tea, cocoanuts and coeoanut products, betei- 
nuts, cardamom, cashew-kernels, rubber and lemongrass oil 
showed remarkable improvement during the 
Exports. year. The other important articles of export 

like pepper, fish, hides and skins recorded a 
fall. The following statement shows the quantity and value of 
the important articles of export for the'years 1118 and 1119 :•— 





CHAPTER XII. 

.VEDICAL RELIEF, PUBLIC HEALTH AND VITAL STATISTICS. 

Medical Department. 

Surgeon General'- Mr- S. John, L. M. & 8., L- R. 

G.S. E-, L. R. F.P..& S„ 
M. R. G- P-, D. T. M. & E. 

The policy of Government lias been to- see that proper 
medical aid is plaoed within easy reach of all 
System of olasses of people in tie State. 

Medical Aid- 

A very encouraging feature in the working of the Medical 
Department is the rapidly growing co-operation of the public. 

in providing greater facilities in hospitals. 
Demotions- Several donations were received from the 
public in recent years for the construction of 
operation theatres, maternity wards, pay wards, eto. Donations 
totalling Rs. 34,500 were received from the public during the 
year for the construction of maternity wards and pay wards. 
At the close of the year under review, 23 of the dispensaries in 
the State were held in buildings provided by the publio. 

The number of Government medical institutions in the State 
rose from 111 in 1118 to 115 in 1119 comprising 32 hospitals, 
70 dispensaries and 4 leprosy survey and 
Medical Jnsti- treatment groups. The number of medioal 
tutions- institutions receiving gran^in-aid was 23 as in 

the previous year. 

The permanent professional staff of the department during 
the year consisted of the Surgeon General, 5 Surgeons, 17 Deputy 
Surgeons, -45 Assistant Surgeons, 89 Sub 
Medical Assistant Surgeons and -16 Honorary House 

Officers- Surgeons. 

.During the year 10 medical officers from the department 
accepted emergency commissions in the Indian Army Medical 
Corps and 3 medical officers accompanied the Labour Units for 
Assam. There was a pauoity of qualified medical men to take 
the place of those who thus left the department on war service. 
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The following statement shows the extent of medical relief 
afforded during 1118 and 1119 

Medical 

Relief■ . 


Particulars. 111S. 1119. 

Number of in-patients treated . 96,753 98,709 

Number of out-patients treated . 2,096,994 2,165,928 

Daily average of in and out-patients . 18,634 19,$56 

Number of beds available . ' 4,325 4,426 

Percentage of mortality . 4*53 4*16 

Number of surgical operations . 113,605 93,655 

Post-mortem esaminations-Medico-legal • 677 715 

Do. Pathological . 29 28 


The General Hospital, Trivandrum ranked foremost in the 
matter of out-patient attendance, the number being 79,918. The 
Fort Hospital, Trivandrum, the Women and Children’s hospital, 
Trivandrum and the Victoria Hospital, Quilon followed.next in 
order with an attendance of 66,038; 62,450 and 62,170 respec¬ 
tively. In regard to in-patient attendance also the General 
Hospital, Trivandrum stood first with 14,023' patients, followed 
by the Women and Children’s Hospital, Trivandrum (12,337), 
the Victoria Hospital, Quilon (6,080) and the Government Hos¬ 
pital, Peroorkada (6,169). 

The department bestowed particular attention on the treat¬ 
ment and care of expectant mothers and mothers with infants. 

One hundred and six midwives were attached 
Maternity and to the Medical Department during the year 
Qhild Welfare, and 11,043 labour cases .were attended to by 
them showing an average of 104'17 cases per 


There were 35 European inrsing sisters, 8 Indian nursing 
sisters, 1 staff nurse, 98 trained nurses and 40 sick nurses oh 
Nursing staff- ■ the nursing staff of the department at th« 
close of the year. 
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Thirty-throe girls were undergoing the second year of 
Nursing Glass- training in the nursing class attached to the 
General Hospital at Trivandrum. 

During the year a few classes were opened for the training 
of oompounders, midwives and dhais. These classes were at- 
Classes for tached to the various hospitals hi the State. 
the training of In all 23 candidates underwent training in 
compounders, compounding and 40 in midwifery while 21 
midwives and candidates were given training in the olasses 
dh,ais- for dhais. 

Anti-rabic treatment was given at 8 centres ; seven of these 
Anti-raMc being in the mofnssil. 

treatment- 

The General Hospital, Trivandrum is the premier hospital 
General Nos- in the State where the most up-to-date systems 

jritali Trivan- of treatment and appliances are available. 

drum- 

The number of surgical operations performed in this hospital 
rose from 13,044 in 1118 to 17,035 in 1110 while the percentage 
of mortality among the operated cases fell to 0*45 from 0*59 in 
1118. ' 

In the X-Ray and Electro-Therapeutic section of the hospital 
2,409 patients were examined and treated against 2,330 in the 
previous year. 

The Dental section treated 1.0,922 patients against 10,485 in 
1118 and the Ear, Nose and Throat section treated 3,414 patients 
against 2,824 in tli9 previous year'. The number of patients 
treated in the Radium Ward was 407 against -236 in 1118. The 
number of cases examined in the Clinical Laboratory was 31,084 
against 35,794 in the previous year. 

The number of in-patients treated in cilia hospital fell from 
12,625 in 1113 to 12,337 in 1119 while the number of out-pa dents 
rose from 57,280 to 62,450. Obstetric and , 
Women and gynaecological cases numbered 3,146 and 
Children's Nos- 13,640 respectively. The number of surgical 
p-ital. Trivan- operations performed in the hospital was 9,600 
dram- against 10,489 in 1118, the mortality among 

operated cases being 0'1 per cent. 
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The number of in-patients and out-patients treated in the 
Ophthalmic Hospital increased from 1,851 and 32,700 in 1118 
Ophthalmic to 2,681 and 42,605 respectively in 1119. The 
Hospital , Tri- number of surgical operations performed also 
vandrum- . rose from 1,551 in 1118 to 1,650 in 1119. . 

The number of patients treated in the Hospital for Mental 
Diseases during the year was' 223 of whom 17 were cured, 9 
improved, 2 were discharged without im- 
Hospiial for provement and 31 died. Thus there were 
Mental Diseases, ' 164 patients in the hospital at the close of 
Trivandrum- the year. 

The Leper Colony is not only an asylum for lepers but also 
a hospital where the patients are treated medically.. In order to 
make the atmosphere of the colony wholesome 
The Leper and congenial to the inmates, facilities are 

Colony, Nom- provided for their recreation, education and 

nod. religions worship. 939 in-patients were treated 

in the hospital during the .year. In the case 
of 21 patients the disease was arrested; 38 patients improved 
while 379 patients did not improve and 72 died. The number of 
patients in the hospital at the end of the year was 429 against 
350 at the end of the previous year. 

The number of in-patients and out-patients treated in the 
Tuberculosis Hospital rose from 235 and 4,718 in 1118 to 282 
Tuberculosis and 7,760 in 1119.. Surgical operations per- 
Hospital, formed in the hospital also rose from 2,712 in 

Xagercoii. 1118 to 3,766 in 1119. 

The receipts of the department during the year amounted to 
■ : Receipts and Rs. 49,250 and the expenditure was Rs. 13'89 
Expenditure. lakhs. 
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Ayurveda Department. 

Honorary Director• V aidyasastranipuna L- A- 

Ravi Varma,M■ B. & G. M. 
( Madras )> D. O- M- 8. ( London ) 
(From 1-1-1119 to 22 -1-1119-^and 
from l-o-1119 to the end of the 
year) Mr- C- N. Narayanan 
3 loose (From 23-1-2H9 to 

29-4-119). 

An Ayurveda Patasala (school) was first established in 
1065 m.e. (1889. a. p.) and a system of grant-in-aid to qualified 
liaidyans'w&s also. sanctioned. In 1093 h. e. 
General. (1917-191S a. d.) the present Ayurveda De¬ 

partment was constituted; the curricula of 
studies in Ayurveda Schools were revised on a scientific basis to 
suit modern requirements and an Ayurveda Hospital and Dis¬ 
pensary was established at Trivandrum. The Ayurveda Patasala 
was subsequently raised to the status of a college. 

During the year under report there were two Government 
Ayurveda Hospitals, viz., at Trivandrum and Neyyattinkara and 
and four private hospitals receiving grant-in- 
Ayurveda Hos- aid. The temporary Ayurvedic Dispensary at 
pitals and Dis- Ooruttambalam for the trea tment of malaria 
pensaries- was continued during the year. 

One hundred and sixty four grant-in-aid Vaidyasalas func¬ 
tioned in the various parts of the State during 1119. Of these 
, 21 were Vishavaidyasalas (for the treatment 
Vaidyasalas. of poison), 2 for Balachihilsa, 1 for Marma- 
cMhilsa , 2 for eye treatment and the rest for 

general diseases. 

As in the previous years, temporary Vaidyasalas were 
opened at seven plaoes -in connection with 
Temporary festivals. 

Vaidyasalas • 

The total number of patients treated in the various Ayur¬ 
vedic institutions in the State was djgtributed 
Relief. as follows:— 
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Institutions. 


1118 ^ j 1119 


Government Ayurveda Hospital 


537 


598 


Out-patii 

Total 


76,581 


0,664 


77,1 


81,260 


Saohivottama Shashtiabdapurtlii In-patients 
Memorial Ayurveda Hos¬ 
pital at Neyyattinkara Out-patienti 

Total 


20 

5,399 


Temporary Dispensary, ai 
tambalam. 

Grant-in-aid hospitals 
Do. vaidyasalas 
Temporary vaidyasalaB 


i Oornt- 


17,648 

54,698 

539,065 

15,909 


14,752 

55,792 

545,732 

17,738 


The number of patients-treated in this ‘ hospital rose from 
77,118 in 1118 to 81,§60 in 1119, of which 596 were'in-patients- 
The average daily attendance of patients in- 
Government eluding repetitions was 706 against 636 in 
Aywveda Host 1118. The average duration of treatment 
piial and Bis- undergone by each' patient w,as 20'5 days 
pensary at Tri- against 23-5 in 1118 and the average daily cost 
vmdrum. of dieting per, head .was chs. 7 o. 15 against 

chs. 7 c. 4 in 1118. 


■ * The number of patients treated in the MarmacMMsa Wii 
for fractures, dislocation of bones, eto., was 8,946 against 4,242 
in 1118 and the number of those, subjected to Panchaharma 
forms of treatment was 460 against 396 in the previous year. 


During the year two special oourses were started for the 
training of Ayurvedio Nurses and Pharmacists (Compounders). 

The duration of the nursing .course is two 
Training of years, of training followed by a probationary 
Ayurvedic Nur- course of one year and .th.ht of the pharmacists’ 
ses and Com- course is two years. The studepts i admitted 

pounders . to these cour'ses underwent training, in the Go¬ 

vernment Ayurveda Hospital at Trivandrum, 
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The medicines required for the Government Ayurveda' 
Hospitals and dispensaries and the several temporary Vaidyasalas 
were prepared in the Government Ayurveda 
Government Pharmacy. Medicines' were also prepared for 
Ayurveda Phar sale to the public. The students of the Ayur- 
macy. veda College and the students of the phar- 

1 macists’ course were given training in the 

Pharmacy in the preparation of medicines and the identification, 
of drugs. 

The Ayurveda College conducted courses for the Vaidyasastri 
and the Vaidyakalanidhi examinations, the former-representing 
the high school course extending to three years 
Ayurveda and the latter representing the college course \ 

College. extending to two years. The strength -of the i 

College rosfi from 143 in 1118 to 166 in 11M ( j 
of which 13 were females. Twenty-nine scholarships amounting 
to Rs. 1,088 were awarded to the students of the various classes 
during the year. Two allopathic doctors were appointed as full- 
time lecturers in modern anatomy, and physiology, and the 
students were given training in dissection of dead bodies, in la¬ 
boratory methods, hygiene and physiology. 

The work of re-editing Ayurvedic text-books was started 
.. J -- l ' l ' ’ ’ ppointed for the 

purpose. 


The organisation of a Central Herharium and a garden of 
living'botanical specimens to give training to the students of the 
Ayurveda College, was sanctioned. 

There were 6 aided and 4 recognised Ayurveda high schools 
till Madom 1119 when 3 of the aided schools were stopped so that 
at the end of the year under report there were 
Aiaed and Re- only 3 aided and 4 recognised high schools. 
cognised Ayur¬ 
veda High Schools- 
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The number of candidates including private candidates who 
appeared for the public examinations conducted by Government 
in "Ayurveda was 181 of Which 93 oame out 
Public Exami- successful. 
nations in Ayur- 
■veda. 

The expenditure inourred during the year was Rs. 1,05,268 
against Rs. 93,966 in the previous year. 

Expenditure. 


Public Health Department. 

Director of Public Health. Rajyasevanirata Hr- M- K. 

Qopala Pillai, M. R- G■ S., <} 

L. R. O. P., D. P. H., ( Land •), 

Dr. P. H., F. R. S. (Prop-), 

M. andH., F.R. L P.H. - - 

The State is divided into three public health districts viz- 
northern, central and southern, with Kottayam, Quilon and 
Neyyattinkara as the respective headquarters* 
General■ each district being in the charge of a Distriot 

Health Officer. The work of the department 
consists in the registration of vital statistics, control of commu¬ 
nicable diseases, vaocination, plague and malaria control measures, 
medical entomology, maternity and child welfare work, public 
health education and rural sanitation. 

The Taluk Health Organisation which was confined to the 
taluks of Thovala, Agastiswaram, Kalkulam, Vilavancode and 
Shencottak was extended on a State-wide basis 
Taluk Health with effect from the 10th Medom 1119.. This 
Organisations- measure raised the total number of sanitary 

circles from twelve to thirty, providing there- 
by a sanitary circle for every taluk. These Taluk Health Orga- * 
nisations cater to the public health needs of every locality in" the 
State ; and they have also facilitated- the prevention and control 
o.f epidemics and the collection of aeon rate vital statistics. . 
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The number of births 'registered in the State fell from 
122,174 in 1118 to 119,719 in 1119. Of these 62,010 were males 
and 57,709 females, the ratio of male births 
Vital Statis- to 100 female births being 107'45 against 
tics■ 105'51 in the previous year. The birth rate 

calculated on the census population was 19'72 
per mille against 20'13 in the previous year. There were 800 
still births against 1,044 in the previous year, the proportion of 
still births to 1,000 live births being 6‘68 against 8‘55 in 1118. 

The number of deaths rose from 80,637 in 1118 to 85,253 in 
1119 of whioh 43,888 were males and 41,365 females, the ratio 
of male deaths to 100 female deaths being 106'1 against 104'23 
in 1118. The death rate for 1119 was 14'04 per mille of the 
■census population and 13'35 per mille of the estimated population 
for the year. 

There was a fall in the number of infant deaths from 8,658 
in 1118 to 8,245 in 1119, the infant mortality rate being 68'87 
per 1,000 live births as against 70 - 86 in the previous year.. 

The increase in population (excess of births ’over deaths) 
worked out from the vital statistics recorded in 1119 was..34,46fT'* 
against 41,537 in 1118. 

The cholera epidemio whioh had broken out by the middle 
of 1118 subsided by the middle of 1119, though stray cases were 
reported even as late as in the . month of 
Diseases- Meenam. There was an increase -in the pre¬ 

valence of smallpox as compared with the 
previous year, Parur taluk and Parur municipal town being the 
worst-affected areas, Three cases of plague occurred at Alleppey 
and one case at Mavelikara. But on aooount of the timely ado¬ 
ption of preventive measures the disease did not spread. 
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The following statement oompares the number of deaths in 
1118 and 1119 due to principal diseases:— 



Smallpox 
Plague 
Typhoid 
Oilier fevers 
Bowel diseases 
Diabetes and Cal 
Eeapiratory diseai 
Injuries 


There were 2,963 attacks and 1,849 deaths from cholera 
during the year as against 6,887 attacks and 4,756 deaths in 1118. 

AH the preventive measures organised in 1118, 
Cholera- such as intensive, inoculation campaigns, disin¬ 
fection work, special, sanitary precautions coni' 
neoted with fairs and festivals and. propaganda on oholera pre¬ 
vention were continued in toto till the epidemio completely abated 
towards the commencement of the third quarter of the.year. 
The departmental staff performed altogether 383,998 cholera 
inoculations during the year. 
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There were 677 attacks and 218 deaths from smallpox in 
the year as against 349 attacks and 100 deaths in the previous 
year. Vaccination work was intensified in all 
Smallpox the affected areas and the situation was soon 
and Vaccina- brought under control. The intensive vaooi- 
tion. nation campaign inaugurated in 1109 was 

continued during the year under report. The 
total number of vacoinations performed during the year was ■ 
436,633 of which 91,759 were primary and 344,874 were re¬ 
vaccinations.' The suoeess rates in respect of primary and re- 
vaooinations in the rural areas were 92’18 per cent and 52‘73 
per oent respectively. 

Four cases of plague ocourred during the year of which two 
were fatal. The epidemic made its appearanoe at Alleppey but 
as a result oftthe intensive oontrol measures 
Plague. adopted the outbreak was effectively cheoked. 

Plague oontrol measures were continued at 
Munnar and Quilon as in the previous year. 

There were 1,223 attacks and 344 deaths from typhoid 
during the year. The department conducted 5,763 inooulations. 

Other preventive measures such as disinfection 
Typhoid. and ohlorination of water supplies were also 
adopted. 

Mosquito oontrol measures were carried on successfully in 
the endemio malarial areas of South Travanoore in spite of the 
difficulty of obtaining larvioides. Mosquito 
Mosquito control measures were also carried out in the 
Control- . municipal towns of Alleppey, Quilon, Kot- 

tayarn, Neyyattinkara and in the City of 

Trivandrum. 

■ Towards the close of the year the medioal officer in charge 
of the Neyyattinkara Health Unit was deputed for training in 
Malariology in the Malaria Institute of India at Delhi. 
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The ohief item of control work viz., Pistia olearance was 
oarried out over a total area of 364'35 aores of water surface 
consisting of 1,702 ponds, 431 drains and 54 
Filwriasn In- fields. The research section also oarried on 
vestigation and its usual investigations, viz., the collection and 
Control • ‘ ■ examination of adult mosquitoes and the study 

of the conditions of breeding of different lands 
of mosquitoes with particular reference' to Mansonioides. 

The Health Unit, Neyyattinkara is an all-comprehensive rural 
health'organisation covering an area of 40 square miles and it 
serves also as a demonstration and training 
Health Unit, oentre for health workers. The activities of 
Neyyattinkara. the Health Unit consisted of registration of 
vital statistics, oontrol of communicable 
diseases, maternity and ohild welfare work, sohool medical inspec¬ 
tion, rural sanitation and public health education. As in the 
previous year the public health of the Unit was very satisfactory, 
x. Good progress was also maintained in the various activities of the 
Unit in spite of the faot that there had to be frequent dislocations 
of staff in connection with anti-cholera measures outside the Unit, 
The general death rate was 9'9 per mills against 10'0 in the 
previous year. 

The oontrol of cholera occupied the entire attention of the 
Unit during the first four, months of the year and 24,427 anti¬ 
cholera inoculations were performed. There were only 104 
attacks and 49 deaths from cholera in the Health Unit area. 

Maternity and ehild welfare work of the Unit was consider¬ 
ably dislocated by the diversion of the entire staff for anti-cholera 
work during the first four months of the year. Of the total 
births 38‘6 per cent were attended to by the midwives attaohed 
to the Health Unit as against 41‘1 in the previous year. The 
midwives attaohed to the Unit registered 1,706 pregnant women 
during the year. The number of hifant deaths was 121 against 
.185 in 1118. 

. 723 sohool ohildren were examined in the area of whom 290 
Were found to have defeots, As in the previous years particular 
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attention was also bestowed on rural sanitation and health 
education. 

Rural maternity and child welfare work in the State was 
carried on in the various centres established for the purpose. To 
the twenty maternity and child welfare centres 
Maternity that existed previously three were added dur- 
and Child Wei- ing the year. The midwives attached to these 
fare Work . centres paid home visits, registered ante-natal 
cases, oondueted urine examinations, rendered 
midwifery aid and gave hygienic advice. The midwives made 
107,048 home visits during the year. The total number of pre- 
.gnant women registered by them was 6,368 against 4,001 in 1118 
and-the number of deliveries attended to was 2,47.3 against T,938 
in the previous year. 

Towards the close of the year, under the auspioes of the 
Friends’ Ambulance Unit, Caloutta, milk canteens were started 
'in several rural and urban areas in the State for the distribution 
of condensed milk to expectant and nursing mothers and to 
Children under five years. These supplies of milk came from 
•private donors of the Empire countries and the United States for 
free distribution. • 

The object of the health education section of the department 
is- to enlist the co-operation of the public in the successful conduct 
of the various activities of the department and 
Public Health, to arouse in the people a sense of their respon¬ 
d'd!sibility-in the matter of preservation and pro¬ 
motion of-public health. The total number of 
lectures and group talks on public health subjects given was 
7,755 to an estimated audience of 402,060 - .persons against 3,923 
talks to 318,000 persons, in 1118. About 10,000 copies of popu¬ 
lar health literature on various subjects were also distributed. 
Particular attention was bestowed on extending the benefits of the 
health education work to rural populations and to sohools. 

A vacation course in hygiene for teaohers of the - primary 
and middle schools was held.at Nagerooil for a fortnight. - Four 
health exhibitions and three health conferences were held during 
the year, . . 
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The principal activities under rural sanitation were sinking 
of new wells, repairs, cleaning and disinfection of existing wells ; 

street lighting and' sweeping, sanitation of 
Rural Sard- markets and centres of fairs and festivals 
lotion • installation of sanitary privies and control 

measures against epidemics. 196 markets 
were inspected during the year and particular attention was paid 
to their proper sanitary maintenance. Sanitary arrangements 
were also made in connection with important fairs and festivals 
which numbered 49 during the year. 251 tanks and 15,950 wells 
were disinfected and 24 wells were repaired, cleaned and improved 
during the year. The number of bore-hole latrines constructed 
was 685 against 356 in the previous year. 

The receipts of the department for the year amounted, to 
Rs 11,581 and the expenditure to Rs 4'-51 
Receipts and lakhs. 

Expenditure. 

Medical Council. 

In order to regulate the practice of medicine and to prevent 
charlatanism and fraud, the Travancore Medical Practitioners’ 
Act (Act VII of 1119) was passed during the year. This Act is 
unique in that it contains provisions for the registration of practi¬ 
tioners under all systems of medicine. 


The Travancore Medical Council constituted under this Act 
was inaugurated on the 12th June 1944 (30th Edavam 1119) by 
the Dewan. The Council consists of 17 members with the follow¬ 
ing distribution of representatives :— 


Allopathy 

Ayurveda 

Siddha 

Homeopathy 

Dentistry 


9 members. 

4 „ ■ 

1 member. 

1 

1 

1 


Out of 8,509 applicants for registration during the year, 380 
had recognised qualifications in the allopathic system, 706 in’^he 
Ayurvedic system, and. 3 in dentistry. The following statement 
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shows the number of applies: 
fications 


Allopathy 

Ayurveda 

Siddha 

Homeopathy 


vho have no recognised quali- 


592 applicants. 
4,510 
1,218 
175 „ 

8S2 ,, 


The work of registration was not yet- complete at the end of the 
year. The applications for registration were being scrutinised by 
a Registration Committee containing the representatives of every 
system of medicine. 




CHAPTER XIII. 


PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 

From very early times, the village school master, styled 
the Asctn, imparted education of a rudimentary character in 
Malayalam or Tamil. ' He was remunerated 
Historical . by the people themselves. The principal sub- 
Survsy. jeets taught were reading, writing, arithmetic 

and the elements of astronomy necessary for 
the simple calculations required for domestic rituals and for 
determining the chief periods of agricultural operations. The 
old village schools taught boys and girls together. The State’s 
direct activity in the field of education began over a century 
ago. The duty of the State to impart public instruction was 
recognised so long ago as 992 m. e. (1817 A. d.) when Her 
Highness Rani Gouri Parvaihi Bayi issued a rescript in which 
Her Highness resolved “ that the State should defray the entire 
cost of the education of its people in order that there might be 
no backwardness in the spread of enlightenment among them, 
that by diffusion of education they might become better subjects 
and public servants and that the reputation of the State might 
be advanced thereby.” The pioneers of English education in 
the country were Christian Missionaries who opened two English 
schools, one at Kotiayam and the other at Nagereoil in the 
years 1816-19 and they were given substantial aid from the 
Government in the shape of grants of land. The first Govern¬ 
ment English School was started in 1884 at Trivandrum and 
this institution slowly and steadily developed into the Maha¬ 
raja’s high school and college. An English school for girls was 
opened at Trivandrum in 186-3 by the Zenana Mission and next 
year, was opened the Maharaja’s English High School for girls 
which has since developed into a college for women. The first 
Normal School was founded in 1885 and it developed in 1911 
into, the Training College. A Sanskrit school was opened in 1889 
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which subsequently developecfinto the Sanskrit College. The first 
Director of Public Instruction was appointed in 1084 m. e. (1909 
a. D.) and this, was followed m the next year by the promulgation 
of the Education and Inspection Codes, which marked the inaugu¬ 
ration of tile existing educational system and policy. The Uni¬ 
versity of Travaneore was established by Act I of 1113 m. e. 
promulgated by His Highness the Maharaja Sri Chitra Tirunal 
on the 1st November 1937. Tne University has made adequate 
provision for pure academic studies of the highest standard and 
the pursuit of knowledge m all the various branches, the dis¬ 
tinctive characteristic of tins University being the emphasis laid 
on technological studies, scientific research and the promotion 
of. indigenous art and culture. 

The educational system of Travaneore consists of three im¬ 
portant branches, vis-, the Malayalam and Tamil schools, the 
English schools and the colleges. There are 
Educational also institutions for the training of teachers, 

System ■ special schools for the teaching of Sanskrit 

and technical schools for giving vocational 
instruction. Malayalam and Tamil Schools are of three 
classes, viz,, primary schools, middle schools and high 
schools. Primary Schools teach up. to class IV, the course of 
instruction being confined mainly to reading, writing, elemen¬ 
tary arithmetic and simple lessons in history and geography. 
In girls’ schools special attention is paid to singing, needle 
' work and domestic economy. Primary education is free through¬ 
out the State. Malayalam and Tamil Middle schools teaoh up 
to class VII and high schools to class IX. At the end of the 
primary course, the pupil either pursues studies in the Mala¬ 
yalam and Tamil middle and high schools or joins the pre¬ 
paratory class in the English middle schools. English middle 
schools teach up to Form III and English high schools consist 
of all or any of the forms IV, V and VI. Facilities are pro¬ 
vided for the admission of pupil?, with sufficient knowledge of 
English, irom Malayalam and Tamil middle schools, to English 
Middle school, English being an optional second language in 
Malayalam and Tamil middle schools. The Malayalam and 
Tamil school leaving certificate issued to candidates who pass 
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class VII confers eligibility for entertainment in tie subordinate 
ranks of the public service. Similarly, the English school leaving 
certificate gives eligibility to University courses of study and 
to the public service. On the English, Malayalam and .Tamil 
branches, except at the primary standard, there are separate 
sohools for boys and girls with practically the same course of 
instruction. All primary schools except those for Muslim girls 
are mixed schools for boys and girls and co-education is adopted 
as the departmental policy for all primary schools. In the 
higher classes and forms too, co-education is allowed in places 
where separate schools or colleges for girls are not available. 
Girls were paying only half the rates of fees prescribed for 
boys in schools and Colleges till 1107. From that year full 
rates began to be realised from girl students in colleges and 
three-fourths of the rates from girl pupils in schools. A notable 
feature in the domain of education is the part played by 
private enterprise. There are institutions of all grades from 
the lowest primary standard to the highest college oourse, run 
by private agencies. These agencies share with the Government 
the task of public instruction and receive substantial grants-in- 
aid from Government. The expenditure incurred by Govern¬ 
ment in 1119 on account of grants-in-aid to private educational 
institutions amounted to Es. 12'79 lakhs. 

In the matter of education, the Government have always 
pursued a liberal and progressive policy, and the remarkable 
advanoe made by Travancore during the past 
Educational few decades which has brought the State to 

Policy ■ the forefront of educated India, has been 

due to their sedulo.us and fostering care. 
As regards primary education, its utmost importance has al¬ 
ways been recognised and everything practicable is being done 
to make it universal. Consistently with the educational policy 
of the State, the education of backward communities has been 
systematically enoouraged by the grant of special concessions 
and facilities to pupils belonging to such communities. Special 
sohools are also provided for the benefit of certain communi¬ 
ties like tbs Kshatriyas and Malayala Brahmins who still show 
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reluctanoe to send-their children tu school if there art no se¬ 
parate schools for them. Including the Government grant of 
Rs. 9'35 lakhs to the Travanooro University, the total expen¬ 
diture on Education incurred by Gov-.-mm nit in 1119 amounted 
to Rs. 60’42 lakhs. 

The University of Travancore. 

A two year diploma course in shorthand and typewriting 
was started during the year under report. A new group of 
optional subjects for the B. A. course—Tamil 
General- and Early South Indian History—was in¬ 

troduced in the University College. In order 
to bring the science oourse and examination lor oho Intermediate 
students into line with those in other Universities, tae ordinances 
were revised so as to provide practical tests in science subjects. 
The M. L. Degree Examination was n-Ja xor too tirsfc tune in 
June, 1944. 

The University continued to contribute nosh omcers and men 
for the defence services. During the rear under report, the 
Government of India sanctioned the opening of an Indian Air 
Training Corps Unit in this Uravemtv. This course provides 
pre-service training to candidates desirous of joining the Indian 
Air Eorco. Towards the close of the year, courses of study in 
military science were introduced m the University. 

Under the administrative control of the University there are 
six Government Colleges in Trivandrum besides the Institute of 
Textile Technology. There are four private 
Institutions colleges in the mofussil admitted to the 

and Strength- privileges of the University. The number of 

students studying in the various institutions 



XIII. 


INSTRUCTION 


143 


war <f,nb? a- asamv, 4JOS in the previous year. The following 
table snows the number of st-udents in the several institutions :— 

| Strength. 


j *(213) 
j '420) 
(25) 
(6) 
(5) 

d) 

(4) 
(70) 

(llfi) 

(24) 

0.i -he total strength 884 were women. The strength of the 
Government institutions alone was 2,464. 

The jfifth Convocation of the University was held on the 27th 
October 1943. His Highness the Chancellor presided over the 
Convocation. The Honorary Degree of Doctor 
Convocation. of Laws was conferred upon Sir Maurice 
Gwyer, Vice-Chancellor of the University of 
Delhi, and the Honorary Degree of Doctor of Letters was 
conferred on Rajyasevapravina C. V. Ohandrasekharan, Pro- 
Vice Chancellor. The Elaya Raja took his B. A. Degree at this 
Convocation. In the unavoidable absence of Sir B. L. Mitter, 
who had agreed to address the graduates, hia Convocation address 
was read by Mr. H. G. Papworth, Professor o£ English (now Pro- 
Vice Chancellor). 
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Two meetings of the Cotmcil of Research were held during 
the year. Experiments on improved methods of salt manufacture 
were continued during the year. As a result 
The Central of these experiments it was found that salt of 

Research In&ti- 98‘S per cent purity could be produced in the 
tute. Balt pans. Research work on monozite and 

ilmenite was also continued. In connection 
with the research work on the retting of cocoanut husk, weekly 
samples of water from three typical retting grounds were col¬ 
lected and analysed. The work on the restoration of spoilt fibre 
yielded positive results and the restored fibre was found to retain 
its colour for more than a year. Analysis of charcoal of 
different kinds was conducted and it was found that with the 
type of producer used, casuarina gave the best results. The 
chemioal analysis of a few indigenous drugs was completed 
during the year. The production of agar-agar from Gracillaria 
weeds was continued. The local product was used in the Public 
Health Laboratory for the manufacture of cholera vaccine. 
Some supplies were also made to the Director of Public Health, 
Bengal. Soil samples from five pakuthies in tho Kalkulam taluk 
were collected and analysed. At the request of the Director of 
Agriculture, the soil of Kaipuzha in the Kottayam taluk was 
analysed to find out the cause of failure of paddy crop3 there. 
As supplies of aluminium sulphate required for the clarification 
of water in the Willing'don Water Works were not available, the 
use of concentrated bitterns from the salt pans as coagulant was 
suggested. After several tests it was found satisfactory. The 
effects of food shortage on health were studied in respect of new 
born babies, children and adults. A fall in average weight was 
reported in all categories. The production of shark liver oil by 
the Department of Marine Biology "was extended to meet the 
demands of the Government of India. 2,807 gallons of shark 
liver oil were manufactured during the year. A cheap method 
of decolourising the oil without loss of its vitamin contents was 
devised by a research student. 

Another research student was selected by the Government of 
India as one of the Indian Exchange Research Scholars for study 
in China. He is now working on soil science in the University 
of Chungking. 
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The medical examination of the first and third year students 
was conducted as usual. The total number of students examined 
was 2,330 as against 1,993 in 1118. 33 - 6 per 
Physical Edu- cent of the men students and 20'2 per cent of 
cation and the the women students were found to be suffering 
University Of ft- from some defect. The system of compulsory 
cers’Training & physical instruction for the Intermediate 
Labour Corps■ classes worked satisfactorily. The various 

athletic clubs were active. The University 
won the South Zone Inter-University Tootball Tournament. The 
Volley Ball team won the Championship Trophy at the Madras 
Provincial Olympic Tournament. The CriGket Club won the 
runner-up cup in the Kerala Cricket Tournament at Ernakulam. 
The Inter-Collegiate Athletic Meet was held in January 1944. 
The Director of Yogic Physical Culture continued to hold regular 
classes. Graded courses of exercises were prescribed and the 
records of the health of students show that these exercises have 
special curative value in several cases. 

As the name of the University Training Corps in other 
Universities w r as changed to Officers Training Corps, the name of 
the Travaneore University Labour Corps was changed to “Tra- 
vanGore University Officers’ Training and Labour Corps”. The 
Corps had a strength of 200 during the year. The annual camp 
of the training corps was held at Cantonment barracks. His 
Highness the Maharaja, Colonel-in-Chief of the Corps and the 
Elaya Raja, Colonel, were graciously pleased to visit the camp. 
During the camp senior -cadets and non-commissioned officers 
were given firing practice at Mukkunnimalai. 

The Training Centre, at the College of Engineering continued 
to work satisfactorily. The sanctioned strength of the centre was 
282. It is worthy of mention that in view of 
Technical the high standard of training imparted at this 
Training oentre it was selected for holding refresher 

Scheme. oourses for the benefit of Instructors employed 

at various centres. Owing to reduced demand 
from the Services, the Training Centre at the Institute of Textile 
Technology was closed about the middle of the year. 
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A glossary of terms in education was published during the 
year. The printing of an illustrated Malaya- 
JJepartment of lam book on Anthropology was completed. 
Publications. 


Education Department. 

Director of Public Instruction• Mr■ A. Gopala Merton * 

M- A., B. Com. 

There were during the year 3,709 recognised schools under 
the control of the Education Department with 821,840 pupils 
under instruction as against 3,752 schools and 
Progress of 776,825 pupils in 1118. Of the total number 
Education-Gene- of schools, 1,040 were departmental and 2,669 
ral Statistics. private, the corresponding figures for 1118 
being 1,038 and 2,714. The decrease in the 
number of private schools was due to the amalgamation and 
closure of overlapping institutions and the withdrawal of recogni¬ 
tion of inefficient ones. Of the total number of pupils under 
instruction during the year, 471,698 were boys and 350,142 were 
girls. The percentage of male scholars to the male population 
was 15*5 and that of female scholars to the female population 
was 11'5 as compared with 14'7 and 10'8 respectively in the 
previous year. 

English Schools. 

The number of English schools of all grades in the State rose 
from 328 in 1118 to 331 in 1119 and their strength from 86,574 
to 105,947. Improvement in the economic condition of farmers, 
householders, traders and labonrers was the reason for the 
increase in the number of pupils under instruction. The follow¬ 
ing comparative statement gives figures for the different grades 
of schools for the years 1118 and 1119 :— 
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Clasa, grade and managemen 


Departmental English High 
Sohools ior Boys. 

Do. Do. for Girls. 

Do. English Middle 

Schools for Boys 
Do. Do. for Girls 

Private English High Schools 
for Boys 

Do. Do. for Girls 

Do. English Middle 

Schools for Boys 
Do. Do. for Girls 

Total 


Out of the total number of 105,947 pupils under instruction 
in English schools, 35,516 were girls while the corresponding 
number for the previous year was only 29,116. There wore 25 
English High Schools and 25 English Middle Sohools mainly 
intended for girls. Girls were also admitted in boys’ schools in 
oentres where there were no girls’ schools. 


Malayalam and Tamil Schools. 

The number of Malayalam and Tamil schools deoreased 
from 3,328 in 1118 to 3,283 in 1119, hut their strongth increased 
from 682,188 to 708,140. 'The following statement shows the 
number and strength of the Malayalam and Tamil schools in 1118 
and 1119:— 


Malayalam and Tamil High ; 

Middle Schools for Boys 
Malayalam and Tamil High : 

- Middle Schools for Girls 
Primary Sohools 


Total 


1118 


Number. 



1119 

umber.. J Strength. 

n ~ 

423 | 156,279 

103 j 36,256 

2,757 I 515,605 

I 

3,283 , 708,140 
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There was a rise in the strength of the primary and middle 
school sections while the strength of the high school section 
decreased. The decrease was due to the general desire for 
English education. Of the total number of 708,140 pupils in 
Malayalam and Tamil schools, 311,719 were girls as against 
299,570 in the previous year. The number of girls studying in 
boys’ schools was 53,077, the corresponding figure for 1118 
being 48,925. Co-education of pupils was permitted in all classes 
and mixed staff was appointed to the departmental schools when¬ 
ever possible. 

Instruction in Tamil and Hindi was provided in 114 school* 
and 21 schools respectively during the year. 

Instruction in 
Tamil and Hindi. 

In the interests of efficiency, appointment of trained teachers 
was insisted on as far a3 possible and the mntrained teachers 
were directed to get themselves trained. 

Teachers■ During the year 15,367 trained teachers were 

* working in the various schools, the percentage 
of trained teachers to the total number of teachers being 62 - 6. 

Special Schools. 

There were 40 training schools for undergraduate lower 
and higher grade training. Seven of these 

Training schools were for women. The number- of 

Schools■ persons who underwent training during the 

year was 861 of which 113 were women. 

There were 12 aided technical schools for girls, with a total 
strength of 1,101 pupils at the end of the year.' 

Technical Weaving, embroidery and lace work w-ere 

Schools for the main subjects taught in these institutions. 

Girls- 

The strength of the Reformatory School at the commence¬ 
ment of the year was 59. There were several admissions to and 
discharges from the school during the year. 

Reformatory and the strength at the close of the year 

School• was 66. The juvenile offenders in the school ' 

were trained in gardening, spinning, weaving, 
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cookery, etc. Moral, religions and general instruction was given 
to them so as to train them in habits of industry, obedience and 
self-control and to instil in them a spirit of loyalty and devotion. 

There were 29 recognised and 23 unrecognised Sanskrit • 
sohools. The total strength of the reoognised, schools was 4,977 
against 5,178' in the previous year. The 

Sa-nskrit Kavya section attached to the Sanskrit College 
Schools- continued to be under the control of the Edu¬ 

cation Department and it had a strength of 
227 at the end of the year. 

Among other special sohools working in the State, the 
following deserve mention :— 

Other Special- 
Schools- 

(i) the sorewpihe vocational weaving school for girls at 
„ Trivandrum ; 

(ii) the weaving school attached to the Kannamangalam 

Malayalam Middle Sohool for girls ; 

(iii) four kindergarten sohools ; 

(iv) the Sri Chitrodaya Narthakalaya for giving training 

in Indian dancing ; 

(v) three musio schools ; 

(vi) the Veera Kerala Gymkhana which is a school of 

physical culture at Trivandrum ; and 

(vii) the sohool for the deaf and dumb opened at Trivan¬ 
drum during the year. 

All these institutions worked satisfactorily during ’the year. 


The Sri Swati Tirnnal Academy of Musio at Trivandrum 
was started in Chingom 1115 for the purpose of popularising the 
compositions of Sri Swati Tirnnal Maharaja 
The Sri Swati and 'for imparting advanced instruction in 
Tirnnal Acade- music. The strength of this institution at the 
my of Music- end of the year was 104. of which 72 were 
girls. 
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Education oi Special Classes. 

There are special schools for the education of the members 
of the Kshatriya families at Mavelikara, Panda-lam, Aranmula 
Kilimanoor. and Poonjar. The school at 
Special Schools Mavelikara is an English middle school and 
» for KshatHyas. all the rest, are Malayalam primary schools, 
There is a boarding house attached to the 
school at Mavelikara where free boarding and lodging are 
provided. 

There'is an English middle school at Kulakkada exclusively 
for the pupils of the Malayala Brahmin community. The 
strength of this school at the end of 1119 was 
Special Schools 73 as against 104 at the end of the previous 
for Malayala year. All the Malayala Brahmin pupils were 

Brahmins• boarding and lodging in the school. 

Speoial encouragements by way of scholarships and fee con¬ 
cessions have been offered to the Mohammedan pupils in the 
educational institutions. All the Mohammedan 
Education of girls who are poor are taught free in Malaya- 
Mohammedans- lam and Tamil schools as well as in English 
schools and all Mohammedan girls in English 
sohools are given scholarships. Special schools for the exclusive 
use of the membersmf the community have also been provided in 
certain areas. There is an Inspector for Muslim education who 
inspects Arabio and Koran teaching in schools and who acts as 
consultant in matters pertaining to Mohammedan education. 
The number of Mohammedan pupils under instruction in 
English schools rose from 2,840 in 1L18 to 3,323 in 1119 and that 
in Malayalam and Tamil sohools from 29,858 to 31,004. The 
number - of Mohammedan girls in Malayalam and Tamil schools 
rose from 9,678 in 1118 to 9,716 in 1119, while that in English 
sohools fell from 834 to 772. Special instruction in Arabio was 
given in 285 sohools during the year. 
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The education of pupils belonging to the backward com¬ 
munities is systematically encouraged by the grant of speoial fee 
concessions, stipends, scholarships, boarding 
Education of grants, etc. As in the previous years text 
Backward Com- books and class readers were distributed free 
inunities. to the pupils belonging to the backward com¬ 

munities studying in olasses III and IV of the 
departmental and private schools. The concession to backward 
communities in respect of exemption from payment of examina¬ 
tion fees was continued during the year. 'The number of pupils 
belonging to the backward communities under instruction in 
English schools rose from 14,911 (including 4,433 girls) in 1118 
to 18,476 (including 5,018 girls) in 1119. In Malayalam and 
Tamil schools their number increased from 71,355 (including 
24,974 girls) in 1118 to 71,795 (including 24,467 girls) in 1119. 
78 Harijan schools were aided during the year and a sum of 
Es. 8,411 was spent on that aocount. 

Miscellaneous. 

There were 70 hostels and boarding houses under the control 
of the Education Department, 35 attached to 
Hostels and English schools for boys, 4 to Malayalam and 
Boarding Tamil schools and 31 to girls’ schools. 

Houses- 

There were 15 orphanages working during the year with a 
total strength of 681. A sum of Es. 3,951 was 
Orphanages■ spent as grant-in-aid to these institutions. 

In-order to encourage adult education a system of awarding 
grant-in-aid to reading rooms and libraries was introduced from 
the year 1092 m. js. Sixty suoh institutions (13 
Libraries and urban and 47 rural) were in receipt of grant 
Beading Robrns■ during the year. The system of running ■ 
rural libraries .attached to the departmental 
primary schools was continued during the year. -There were 100 
suoh libraries during 1119 as against 98 in the previous year. 
Every rural library was supplied with a daily newspaper, a weekly 
ari^d two monthly magazines. 




152 


PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 


[chap. 


The policy of encouraging the Scout movement in schuols 
was continued during the year and there was definite progress in 
the movement. The total number of scouts, 
Scouting. cubs, etc., was 4,462 in 1119 as against 4,126 
in the .previous year and the number of girl 
guides, blue birds, etc., in English schools was 115 as against 84 
in 1118. The Travanoore Boy Scouts Association was given the 
usual grant of Hs. 5,000 as in the previous year.. 

Special attention was bestowed by the Department on the 
encouragement of games and other athletic activities in schools. 

The Travancore Athletic Association was given 
Athletic Acti- a grant of Rs. 1,500. Sports and tournaments 
vities- for boys and girls were organised and con¬ 

ducted. 

The Visual Education Scheme was introduced during the year 
for the benefit of the pupils in the high schools 
Visual Edu- in Trivandrum and educational films were 
cation• shown to the pupils of these schools. 

The expenditure incurred during the year on account of 
scholarships paid by Government amounted to Rs. 34,198 as 
against Ra. 26,975 in the previous year. 
Scholarships Stipends were given to teachers deputed for 
and Stipends■ training and a sum of Rs. 15,092 was spent 
during the year on this aocount. 

The percentage of literaoy of different communities as well 
as their economic conditions were adopted as the basis for the 
grant of fee concessions. A sum of Rs. 79,633 
Fee Concessions, was spent on account of fee concessions during 
the year as against Rs. 77,177 in the previous 

year. 

Under the auspices of the Vanchi Poor Fund, noon feeding of 
starving school children was conducted in as 
Noon Feeding many schools as possible and a good number 
of School Child- of poor ohildren benefited by this scheme. 
ren- 

The results of the Public Examinations conducted by the 
department are shown in the following state- 
E a: animations, ment:— 
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The receipts of the Education Department in 1119 amounted 
to Rs. 9’75 lakhs and the expenditure inoltiding 
Receipts and the grant to the University was Rs. 60'42 
Expenditure- lakhs. 



CHAPTER XIV. 


LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT. 

The earliest legislation relating to local self-government in 
Travanoore was Aot ITof 1069. Prior to that, a set of rules passed 
in 1053 m.e. governed sanitation and other 
History■ matters connected with the improvement of 

towns. The rules applied to the. town of 
Trivandrum and regulated only certain matters relating to oon- 
servanoy. They had not the force of law and were not compre¬ 
hensive enough to meet the growing needs of the capital or of the. 
important mofussil towns. The Aot passed in 1069, to provide 
for the conservancy and improvement of towns, created town 
improvement committees and town funds; but the powers of 
the committees were limited and their duties oonfined to the 
supervision of sanitary arrangements. The committees had no 
power of taxation. Five committees viz., those at Trivandrum, 
Nagerooil, Quilon, Alleppey and Kottayam, were appointed under 
this Act. The number of members on those oommittees varied 
from 5 to 9 with a permanent official majority. This Act was 
superseded by Aot III of 1076 which for the first time authorised 
local taxation with the previous sanction of Government and 
thereby enabled the oommittees to augment their -resources and 
to widen the scope of their usefulness. The experience gained ..in 
the iworking of this Act, the demands from the various com¬ 
mittees for greater powers and the progress of local bodies else¬ 
where led to the promulgation of Act Y of 1095 on the lines of 
the law in foroe in British India at the time. Under this Aot, 
municipal councils were constituted and the maximum official 
as well as the minimum elected non-official element were fixed. 
The scope of municipal activities was enlarged and the obligatory 
and disoretionary duties of municipal councils were defined. 

The provisions of Act V of 1095 which governed the working 
of the municipality of Trivandrum, as also of the mofussil muni¬ 
cipalities for a oonple of decades were not in many respects, 
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suitable enough to meet, the increasing needs of these munici¬ 
palities. It had also been felt that the municipal town of Tri¬ 
vandrum, the capital of the State which had grown into a oity 
should be treated on a separate footing and be governed by a law 
for itself. The Trivandrum City Municipal Act, IV of 1116 m. e. 
drawn up on the lines of the Madras City Municipal Act of 
1919 a. d. was therefore passed; and the Trivandrum Munici¬ 
pality was constituted into a Corporation on the 14th Thulam 
1116, with larger autonomous powers in the matter of managing 
its own affairs. The new Act provides for the vesting of the 
administration of the City in a council composed of 24 elected 
and 8 nominated councillors one of whom shall be a woman. 
The municipal authorities charged with the carrying out of the 
provisions of the new’Act are (1) the Counoil (2) the Standing 
Committees and (3) the Commissioner, who is the chief executive 
authority of the Corporation responsible for the proper conduct 
of the municipal administration and for carrying out the decisions 
of the oouncil. 

The. Travanoore District Municipalities Bill intended to 
stimulate the efficient progress of municipal administration in 
Travancore was drafted on the lines of the Madras District 
Municipalities Act of 1919 and was passed into law as Act XXIII 
of 1116. 

The number of munieipalities excluding the Trivandrum 
City Corporation' was 17. Six of the municipal towns are in the 
Trivandrum Division, six in the Quilon Divi. 
Number , Com- . sion and the. remaining five in the Kottayam 
position, Area Division. The municipal councils are com- 
awl Population, posed of members, partly elected by the rate' 
payers and partly nominated by the Govern¬ 
ment, the eleoted members forming the majority. Of the nomi¬ 
nated, some are officials and the others non-officials. All th 6 
municipal oouncils have the right of eleoting their Chairmen who , 
may be chosen oither from amongst the members or from out¬ 
side. The area comprised within the limits of municipalities 
was.,roughly 102 sq. miles, with a total population of 574,500 
according to the. census ’of 1941. 
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The aggregate opening balance to the credit of all the muni¬ 
cipal councils (including Trivandrum City Corporation) at the 
beginning of the year was Rs. 3'84 lakhs. The 
Finance. total receipts of all the councils during the year 

including the opening balance was Rs. 17'41 
lakhs. ■ A sum of Rs. 11'81 lakhs was spent by the councils 
during the year. . 

The main function of municipal administration continued to 
be the care of sanitation and publio health. Among the obli¬ 
gatory functions devolving on municipalities, 
Work of the lighting of public streets, vaocination and 
Municipalities. ' registration of births and deaths were attended 
to by all municipal councils. Conducting 
leper clinics and child welfare centres, rendering free midwifery 
aid, running libraries and reading rooms, subsidising vaidyasalas,' 
etc., were some of the other important items of work attended 
to by the counoils. 

Village Panchayats and Village. Unions. 

The Village Panchayats constituted in 1107, under the 
Village Panohayat Act, VII of HOC at Bhoothapandy, Nedu- 
mangad, Paravur, Samburvadakara, 15t.tumanur and Perum- 
bavnr have been working since 1109 and the Panohayat at 
Airoor in the Tiruvalla taluk has been working since the year 
1112. The seven Panchayts had a total of 65 members of whom 
44 were elected and the rest nominated by Government. Sanita¬ 
tion and lighting of roads and improvement of tanks and wells 
were the main items of work undertaken by the Panchayats. 

With a view to affording better opportunity to the people for 
making the village organisations more useful and beneficial, 
Government decided that side by side with the Village Panohayat 
Act, another measure to suit modern conditions should be 
brought into being and ‘ accordingly the Village Unions Act of 
1115 was promulgated. Besides the. first instalment of 26 village 
unions constituted under the Act in 1115 anothor batch of 13 
unions was established in 1116. At- the end of the year under 
report, there were 39 unions working; 11 in the Trivandrum 
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Division, 15 in the Qnilon Division ■ and 13 in the Kottayam 
Division. Each of these Unions is ooraposed of six non-offioials 
and five officials. Subject to certain rules prescribed by Govern¬ 
ment in this behalf, it is the function of village unions to attend 
to works of public utility, such as the cleaning of streets, water 
supply, irrigation, sanitation, etc., of the places coming within 
their respective jurisdiction. 


t 




CHAPTER'XV. 


HINDU RELIGIOUS AND CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS. 

Devaswom Commissioner. Mr. 8. Ratnakritshno Aiyar, B. A- 
In pursuance of the Devaswom Proclamation dated the 12th 
April, 1922 the control of the Sirkar Devaswoms, which had been 
vested in the Land Revenue Department, was 
General- taken away from that department and vested 

in the Devaswom Department, newly formed 
from the commencement of 1098 at. e. To 7neet the annual 
expenditure on Devaswoms, it was also resolved to credit to 
Devaswoms, annually, a sum representing not less than-40 per 
cent, of the State’s recurring land revenue and to constitute a 
Devaswom Fund comprising this allotment and the other mis¬ 
cellaneous items of revenue like offerings etc., received by them. 
The newly formed Devaswom Department was entrusted with the 
administration not only of the Sirkar Devaswoms but also of 
JapadahsMna and Otius or charitable institutions, with the 
exception of the Sri Padmanabhaswaini temple and the Agrasala 
at the Capital, and of Personal Deposit Devaswoms and of their 
properties situated in and outside the State. Towards the close 
of 1100, the Dewan was relieved of his duties and responsibilities 
' in connection with the administration of the Devaswoms within 
the purview of the Devaswom Proclamation ; and their adminis¬ 
tration was entrusted to the Devaswom Commissioner, who was 
made directly responsibile to the Sovereign, except in certain 
important matters in respect of which the previous approval of 
the Dewan had to be obtained. From Vrisohikain 1107, however, 
the notification giving effect to this arrangement was cancelled 
and the Devaswom Department was again placed under the 
Dewan like the other departments of Government. 
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Scheduled Devaswoms are grouped into 8 classes vie., major, 
minor and petty according to their annual expenditure. Major 
Devaswoms are -those whose annual expendi- 
Devasworns - ture is Rs. 1,000 or more, minor between 

Major, Mi/ior Rs. 100 and Rs. 1,000 and petty below Rs. 100. 
and Petty . The number of major, minor and petty Deva¬ 

swoms at the olose of the year was 167, 377 
and 881 respectively. 

Apart from Scheduled Devaswoms there. are the Personal 
Deposit Devaswoms which are unincorporated religious institu¬ 
tions which have come under the control and 
Personal management of Government at different times 

Deposit Deva- and under varying circumstances. The 

s-wonis- accounts in respect of these are not merged.in 

the general Devaswom accounts, but are 
maintained separately. They have personal deposit aocounts 
with the Government treasuries. The total number of such 
institutions at the end of the year was 92 against 90 at the end of 
the previous year. The most important of these are (1) the 
Pattazhi Devaswom, (2) the Erumeli and Pasehima Devaswoms, 
(3) the Turavur Devaswom, (4) the Perumbavur Devaswom and 
(5) the Perumanam Devaswom in the Cochin State the utohapuja 
service in which is conducted by the Travancore Government by 
virtue of the right acquired from the Parur Raja, by the annexa¬ 
tion of that principality to the Travancore State. 

The Sree CUiitrodaya Deva Pooja Patasala at Tiruvalla 
for the train in g of persons in the performance of Santi or 
devotional : service in the tempfes, the Veda- 
1 mtruotional -patasala at Trivandrum and the Themra- 
Institutions . patasala at Suchindram wero continued dur¬ 
ing the year. 

The Sri Chitra Central Hindu Religious Library and Lecture 
Hall at Trivandrum functioned throughout the - year. There 
were 3,024 books in the Library. Besides, 16 
Hindu ReM- periodicals were also subscribed for. The 
gious Libraries • Library and Lecture Hall opened at Nagercoil 
in 1117 continued to work during the year. 
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The’Devaswom Fund consists of the Government’s contri¬ 
bution and the inoome derived from Nudavara/vus, interest on 
investments, revenue from Devaswom lands, 
Devaswom etc. The Government’s annual contribution 
Fund. to the Devaswom Fund* according to the pre¬ 

sent'arrangement 4s a sum "of not less than 
Rs. 16 lakhs, provided that it does not fall below 40 per cent, of 
the total Ayaeut and Sanohayam land revenue, the Kandukrishi 
land revenue also being included in the Ayaout land revenue in 
calculating the percentage. The Government’s contribution 
from the year 1113 has accordingly been Rs. 16 lakhs per year. 
The total receipts of the Fund including the above contribution 
- amounted to Rs. 19‘92 lakhs in 1119, and the total expenditure 
charged to the Fund was Rs. 18’57 lakhs. This does not include 
the pay of the officers and the establishment of the Devaswom 
Department, which is met from the general revenues of the 
State. 

The Maramath Branch of the Public Works Department 
attended to major works connected with temples, all works under 
petty construction and repairs being, as usual, 
Devaswom carried out ]jy the Devaswom Department. 
Dorics. The Maramath Committee scrutinised the esti¬ 

mates for major works. A sum of Rs. 66,172 
was spent by the Public Works Department on the renovation of 
the Devaswom buildings and appurtenances. 

The Hindu Religious Endowments Act, III of 1079, provides 
for the better administration of Hindu Religious Endowments in 
the State. Under this Act it is competent to 
Working of the Government to intervene in the affairs of 

the Hindu Deli- such institutions and assume their management 

gious Endmo- whenever necessary. Enquiries under Section 

jnents Act■ 6 of the Act were ordered in respect of 6 

institutions and enquiries in respeot of 
institutions wore completed during the year. The management 
of the affairs of one Devaswom. was assumed by Government. 
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Verification of Thiruvabharananis and other valuables hi 
Devaswoms was continued during the year. Religious discourses 
were, as usual, conducted in most of the 
Miscellaneous • major Devaswoms in connection with utsa- 
warns and other important oeremonies, and 
religious conventions were held at Mandakad, Thirunakkara and 
Vaikom. 



CHAPTER XVI. 


FOOD CONTROL MEASURES. 

, As a result of the comprehensive measures taken by the 
Government in 1118 the food situation during the year under 
report eased to a certain extent. The first step taken in 1119 
was to intensify the procurement operations within the State.' 
The uniform application of the system of purchase on the acreage 
basis was modified and the system of purchase on the basis of the 
settlement pat-tom was introduced. The local Purchase Officers 
were also empowered to ascertain the purchasable excess beyond 
the settlement pattom with each land owner and to arrange for 
the sale of these excess quantities to Government. after meeting 
the reasonable requirements of the cultivator for purposes of seed, 
cultivation expenses and bonafide domestic consumption. 
Although a minimum quota for purchase was thus indicated, the 
general principles followed in the matter of purchase was on the 
lines indicated by Government in the Press xNbte dated the 1st Sep¬ 
tember 1943 which says “The entire paddy produced in the State 
is at the absolute disposal of Government for general distribution 
among the people and the entire quota is liable to be purchased 
by Government compulsorily except such quantity as the land¬ 
holder or the cultivator will be permitted to retain for purposes 
of seed, cultivation and bonafide consumption”. 

In pursuance of the polioy announced by the Government of 
India to expedite the despatch of all outstanding balances in the 
quotas already allotted to the State, large shipments of rice, 
wheat and other food grains were consigned in quick succession 
to the Port of Cochin. In order to relieve congestion at the Port 
and to facilitate speedy movement of food grains from Cochin to 
Travancore, Government secured shuttle service steamers to ply 
between Cochin and Trivandrum. They also utilised to the 
largest extent possible the existing facilities for canal transport, 
A senior officer of Government was appointed to be in sole charge 
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of all transport arrangements relating to food grams whether by 
canal route or by sea route. He has been invested with the 
powers of a District Magistrate so far as may be necessary, 
throughout the State in the matter of commandeering boats, 
valiums and other vessels plying in Travancore waters. He com¬ 
mandeered godowns and other buildings for storing food grains 
imported from outside the State. He was given full authority to 
negotiate with boat owners and boatmen direct in the matter of 
commandeering boats. Such Polioe assistance as was necessary 
for the discharge of the above functions by the Special Officer 
was placed at his disposal. The P. W. D., the Revenue and the 
Police Departments were asked to give their unstinted co-opera¬ 
tion to this Officer who was empowered to utilise the services of 
the subordinate Officers of all the Departments concerned. In 
order to minimise the inconveniences for the transport of private 
cargo. Government released about 400 valiums out of nearly 1,000 
and odd valiums which had been commandeered. 

Though Government had prohibited the export of tapioca in 
any form from the State and also the manufacture of tapioca 
starch, numerous complaints were received regarding the non¬ 
availability of tapioca in the local markets, for purposes of con¬ 
sumption. One of the main reasons for this dearth was under¬ 
stood to be that leading merchants and industrial concerns were 
in the habit of buying raw tapioca at prohibitive rates and 
storing it in the form of dry chips with a view to profiteering. 
As a result the commodity went out of the poor man’s reach. 
In order to ensure its supply and meet the present food crisis, 
Government were forced to take steps for controlling the artiole. 
Accordingly, the Tapioca Control Order, 1119, which introduced a 
license system in tapioca business was issued. The price of the 
stuff was also fixed by Government. 

With a view to regulate the distribution of food grains on an 
equitable and uniform basis and thereby to ensure that every 
person in the State wiii obtain a definite quantity of food stuffs, 
Government introduced rationing on a State-wide basis with 
effect from February 1944. The 30 taluks in the State have 
been treated as separate rationing areas besides the Trivandrum 
City and the four major Municipal towns' of Nagercoil, Quilon, 
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Alleppey and Kottayam .which are. treated as urban areas. 
There,are now 3.0 rural apd 5 urban rationing areas in the State. 

The Foodgrains Purchase Officer was functioning as the State 
Food Rationing Officer as well. Full time Rationing Officers have" 
been appointed for the 5 urban areas. But in the case of the 30 
rural areas the respective Tahsildars are put in charge of ration¬ 
ing in addition to. .their normal .work. However, in 28 of the 
above rural areas Assistant Purchase and Rationing Officers have 
been appointed to assist the Tahsildars. The City Rationing Officer 
in Trivandrum has been given four Food Inspectors to assist him 
in the discharge of his duties. 

To take a correct census of the occupied houses and of the 
number of persons residing therein, a special staff of enumera¬ 
tors was engaged for a short period. The application forms for 
the ration cards were issued at the time and they were collected 
duly filled up. Ration cards were issued to the applicants after 
verification of the details furnished in the application; 

Persons not below 12 years of age were deemed as adults 
and those below 12 years of age but not below 1 year as non¬ 
adults. Those below 1 year were ignored for purpose of ration. 
Persons expected to reside in any house for any period below 1 
month werb not to be included in the application. Units were 
allotted to every family on the basis that every adult 5s entitled 
to get 2 units per week and every non-adult 1 unit. - Accordingly 
an adult would get every week 6 nazhks of rice, 3 nazhies of 
wheat and 1 nazhi of bajra or maize, weighing 56 ozs., 24 J ozs., 
and Hii ozs., respectively. 

Persons in charge of catering establishments, etc., were asked 
to apply for ration permits in the form prescribed therefor. 
Supply to them was based on the average number of persons for 
whom meals were served daily and the quantity of paddy or rice 
that was supplied to them by the distributing authorities in 1118 
and in the first quarter of 1116. Since no hard and fast rule 
could be laid down in regard to the supply to the establishments, 
etc., the Rationing Officers were directed to malm carefnl enquiries 
and exercise their discretion in the best interests of the public. 
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Provision has been made for the supply of foodgrains to 
guests and visitors who intend to stay for not less than 7 days in 
an area. Temporary ration cards are issued to them if applica¬ 
tions are presented to the Area Rationing Officer in the form 
prescribed for the purpose. 

Supplementary rations amounting to 50 per oent. of the 
basic ration are allowed in the oase of manual labourers. 

Government have called upon the public to exeroise economy 
in the use of foodgrains and have directed that feasts, etc., should 
be .minimised as far as possible. However, provision has been 
made for special supplies on a small soale. Applications therefor 
have to be made to the Area Rationing Officer in the prescribed 
form and if he is satisfied about the bonafides of the application, 
a special ration card will be issued for the minimum require¬ 
ments within the maximum of 100 units allowable to any card 
holder in a month. The applicants for speoial supplies have the 
option to purohase rice or paddy alone. 

Authorised wholesale merchants and retail merchants were 
engaged for the purchase of rationed food grains from the Gov¬ 
ernment Depot and for distribution to the public. The retail 
selling price of the rationed food grains was fixed by the Ration¬ 
ing Officers after taking into account the actual price, loading, 
unloading and other incidental charges involved and a reasonable 
margin of profit. The margin of profit allowed over and above 
the total cost is meant to include interest on investment, esta¬ 
blishment charges, shop rent, etc., a margin of 4 to 8 annas per 
bag is ordinarily allowed to retail dealers. 

The co-operation of the public was enlisted in all activities 
connected with .rationing and instructions were issued to the 
Rationing Officers to attend promptly to all suggestions made by 
the non-official committees in regard to the conduct of the distri¬ 
butors in their dealings with card-holders, the enforcement of the 
price fixed, checking.of the quality and quantity of food grains 
issued and such other matters. 

A few public spirited and active young men who offered their 
services to do honorary work in connection with the purchasing. 
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and rationing sohemes were selected and posted in different 
centres. They are oalled Volunteer Supervisors and are given 
only honoraria. 

A sum of Rs. 1058‘71 lakhs was invested in the purchase of 
food grains and Rs. 777'43 lakhs were realised by sales. 

The ration has sinoe been revised as follows : — 

Rice ... H NazhiesX One Unit. 

Wheat ... If „ \ 

On the whole the food situation at present may be said to be 
satisfactory. 
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Anchai (State Postal Department) 


Superintendent■ Mr- P- A. Kasim, B. A-, B. L. 

The Sirkar Anohal is one of the earliest institutions in the 
State. Its reorganisation so long ago as 1784 a. d. is the earliest 
available record relating to the department. 
Early His■ Its original function was confined to the trarfs- 

tory- mission of State papers and sundry articles like 

vegetables, flowers, etc. from moin3sil stations, 
for use in the Palace and the Sri Padmanabhaswami temple. 
In 1848, the department was thrown open to Government ser¬ 
vants and petitioners, private letters of Government servants and 
petitions from members of the publio being carried free. Private 
covers were accepted from 1860 ; and postage on letters, paokets 
etc., was regulated during the succeeding year. Registered en¬ 
velopes were introduced in 186-5, Anchai stamps and cards in 1888 
the money order system in 1901, the value payable system in 1906, 
the saving^ bank work in 1912 and the insurance system in 1921. 

There were 380 Anchai Offices at the end of the year against 
375 at the end of the previous year. Of these, 197 wero depart- . 

mental and 183 non-departmental, 35 of . the 
latter being only in the experimental stage, 
The nu mber of letter boxes at the end of the 
year was 620 againsi 615 at the end of the 
previous year. 

The number of private articles posted rose from 17,169,249 
in 1118 ’to 47,960,354 in 1119, that of official artioles from 
3,937,036 to 5,247,210 and that of privileged 
Artioles post' articles from 1,252,205 to 2,926,913., The 
ed and deliver nnmber of articles delivered during the year was 
ed. 55,073,289 against 24,977,447 articles in 1118, 


Anohal Offi¬ 
ces and Letter 
Boxes- 
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As in the previous year, 29 Anohal Offices were doing 
insurance work. 218 articles were insured daring the year as 
against 214 in the previous year. The total 
Value Pay- number of value payable ..a rtioles both inland 
able and 1 mated and foreigmissued in Travanoore during the 
Articles- year was 29,573, the corresponding figure for 

the previous year being 17,218. Of the value 
payable articles issued 1,706 were for delivery in the Cochin State. 
Inclusive of 213 undelivered value payables of the previous year 
and 5,958 received from Cochin State for delivery, the total 
number of value payable articles for delivery was 34,038 against 
19,973 in the previous year. Of these 31,225 were delivered to 
the addressees., and .1,896 returned to the senders leaving a • 
balance of 917 value payable articles in the hand3 of-the depart¬ 
ment at the end of the year. ' 

The’hundi branch of the department deals with inland 
hundies, foreign hundies for payment in Cochin,' Labour foreign 
hundies, revenue hundies and pension pay- 
ITundi Busi-. ment hundies. All the 380 Anchal Offices in 
ness- the State were doing hundi_busines3. The total 

number of inland and foreign hundies for 
delivery in 1119 was 639,-361 as against 610,925 in tb® previous 
year. Of these 630,027 hundies were delivered in Travanoore 
and 623 were redirected tb Cochin for payment leaving a balanoe 
of 8,711 pending payment at the and of the year. The amount 
of hundies paid was Rs. 83,31,976-11-15 which showed an increase 
.of Rs. 13,32,774-22-7 over that of.the previous year. The num¬ 

ber of revenue hundies issued during the year , was 10,632 for 
Rs. 67,432-2-7. and that of Government revenue remittance 
hundies was 279 for Rs. 73,348-16-8. forty-eight pension pay-. 
ment hundies for Rs. 630-24-0 and . 1,07.4 Labour foreign hundies 
for Rs. 22,112-9-10 were received for payment: during the year. : 
Money orders for Rs. 1,43,869-7-0 were issued in different offices ' 
free of commission against Rs. 91,'614-12-8 in 1118 and State Life 
_. Insurance money orders for Its. 1,39,696-18-13 were paid to toe 
Accountant General's Cffipa against Rs, ^9,359-13-2 during the 
• previous year.:-, - ; r 1. iv-, _ A:,, i Pi i. l ;V" 
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The number of Anohal Offices doing Savings Bank work was 
160 at the close of 1118. Savings bank work was started in 3 
offices during the year. The number of savings 
Savings Bank. bank transactions done during the year 
was 274,468 as against 285,620 in the 
previous year. Of these, 137,913 were deposits amounting to 
Bs. 2,83,34,213-17-3 and 1-36,555 were withdrawals amounting 
to Bs. 1,86,97,732-16-6. The balance held by the savings bank 
at the end of the year was Rs. 2,73,45,014-13-14 as against 
Bs. 2,19,68,125-5-5 at the end of the previous year. 

The total number of Anchal Offioes doing telephone work at 
the dose of the year was 30 as against 29 at , 
Telephone the close of the previous year. ; Twenty-four 
Work in Anohal hours service is guaranteed in all telephone 
Offioes. publio call offices except Alwaye. 

The total length of mail lines increased from l705j. miles at 
.the end of 1118 to 1729| miles at the end of 
Anohal Mail 1119. The transport of mails was made by 
Lines- ■ railway for 99 miles, by motor boats for 18 

miles, by motor buses for 9,39| miles and by 
runners for 672| miles. 


Transport Department. 


Director- Mr. E. G. Salter 

There was no extension of ordinary services during the year. 
The express servioe was extended from Alwaye to Munnar with 
one journey per day ■ in each I direction. A 
Extensions separate express service was started between 
and Re-adjust- Trivandrum and Quilon operating two jour. 
ments of Ser- neys either way, thus enabling the Trivand- 
vice. rum-Kottayam express to. be operated direct 

instead of along the cirouitous route pi a - 
Quilon. The rules regarding the reservation of seats in express 
buses were jso modifisc? as to make all the seats availably for 
reservation instead of 50 percent. ; 
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The number of passengers carried during the year was 
8'6 millions against 7'6 millions in 11.18 and the mileage operated 
was 4,(170,333 as against 4,829,685 in the 
Mileage, Fare previous year. No modification in passenger 
amd Traffic- fares was effected during the year. 

There were agencies in all the important stations to receive 
parcels from consignors and to distribute thepi to consignees and 
the number of such agencies was 49 as intho 
Parcels and previous year. The great increase in the 
Goods Trans- volume of parcels and luggage rendered it 
port. necessary, as a restrictive measure, to increase 

the charges by 33 13 percent. In order to 
relieve the strain on the buses two lorries were provided for 
transporting parcels exclusively. The receipts from parcels 
amounted to Rs. 1,76,973 as against Rs. 1,30,690 in 1118. 

In addition to the transport of goods on behalf of the 
K. D. II. P. Oo. Ltd., the department, in Makaram 1119, under¬ 
took the transport of all materials required in connection with 
the extension of the P. H. E. Project, A total quantity of 24,856 
tons of goods was transported during the year and a sum of 
Rs. 5‘5 lakhs was earned thereby. 

After the monsoon season was over, the brigs belonging to 
the department resumed voyages between West Coast ports 
mainly Trivandrum and Cochin bringing 
Coastal down ioodgrains to Trivandrum and carrying 

Transport. mineral sands and sundries to Cochin. On 

1st Medom 1119, the management of the 
coastal transport was entrusted to the newly formed Steam 
Navigation Company and the. vessels belonging to the department 
along with those newly eonstrnotod by Government were handed 
over to the Company for operation. 


Although the scarcity of materials and'labour, especially of 
new vehicles and spare parts, continued to prevail,, the depart¬ 
ment has made the best use of all available 
Amenities to facilities for maintaining the efficiency of the 

Passengers. : services and for providing the i 

* ’ fort to the passengers. 
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equipped with saloon bodies designed for comfortable travel. A 
high standard of tidiness is maintained and the seats are regularly 
'sprayed with insecticides. Waiting rooms are provided in im¬ 
portant stations. Civility and courtesy on the part of the staff 
towards passengers are insisted on. 

The number of accidents fell from 46 in 1118 to 32 in 1119. 
Of these, 12 were petty accidents, 13 were serious and 7 fatal 
^accidents. The accident rate was one for 
Accidents. every 146,000 miles run as against one 
for 105,000 miles in the previous year. 

The gross receipts of the department during the year 
amounted to Rs. 37‘7 lakhs and the expendi- 
Receipts and ture to Rs. 25'47 lakhs as against R3. 3013 
Expenditure. lakhs and Rs. 22'66 lakhs respectively in the 
previous par. 

Mint., 

The history of Travancore coins dates back to a period far 
earlier than the establishment of the Travancore Mint at Padma- 
nabhapuram in 965 m. e. (1789—90 a. d.). To 
- General■ , begin with, gold coins known as anandarayan 

fanarnsy silver chuck-rams and copper cash 
were issued. The Mint was permanently transferred t5 Trivan¬ 
drum in 1824 a. 0. Gold, silver, zinc and copper coins were once 
in circulation. Travancore gold coins are hot now legal tender. 
The existing currency is described in Chapter I. 

The administrative control of the Mint is vested in the Finan¬ 
cial Secretary to Government, the immediate 
Control■ oharge ot the Mint being with the Superinten¬ 

dent of that institution. 

Owing to the acute shortage of small coins, the activities of 
the Government ' Mint were confined during the year to . the 
minting of copper coins from blanks got down from the Bombay 
Mint. Copper coins to the face value of Rs. 1,18,879 were 
minted during the year and the-soarcity of small coins ex¬ 
perienced during 1118 was eased during the ‘year under review. 
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The following statement shows the Sirkar coins assumed to 
be in circulation at the close of the year : — 

Goins in circu¬ 
lation. 



373 Sirkar coins and 804 British Indian coins of various 


denominations were cut by the Treasury 
Goins out. Officers during the year as defective. 

The total receipts of the department during 1119 amounted 
to Be. 3,76,229-26-13 of which Bs. 3,76,22C-2J-5 
Receipts and represented the gain on silver coinage. An 
Expenditure- expenditure of Ks. 7,193-17-7 was incurred on 
a ccount of establishment charges and contin¬ 
gencies. 

Government Press. 

Superintendent. " Mr. P. E-Mathew, B. A- 

■ The Government Press was first organised in 1836 a. d. 
In addition to the Government Gazette published every Tuesday, 
the most important items of work attended to 
General. by the Government Press are the printing of 

the State Administration Report, the depart¬ 
mental reports, the statistical volume, the proceedings. of both 
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Houses of the Legislature and all similar Government publica¬ 
tions including the Headers and Text books for schools. 

The value of the plant at the end of the previous year stood 
at Es 1'81 lakh. Types etc., cast in the Press and purchased from 
outside, valued at Es. 28,705, were added to 
Machinery the stock. Deducting the depreciation and 
and, Plant■ the value of plant transferred to other depart¬ 

ments and making allowance for the battered 
types etc., issued, the value of the plant at the end of the year 
. stood at Es. 2‘01 lakhs. 

The number of standard pages set in the composing section 
was 59,871 against 55,977 in the previous year. The total number 
of impressions struok in tbe machine sec- 
Out-tum. tion was 31,760,706 against 23,823,224 in 
1118. In the type foundry 18,347 lbs. of types 
and 4,308 square inches ol' line blooks, plates, etc., were oast and 
out during the year. The binding section executed works 
valued „at Es. 90,218 against Es. 57,489 in the previous year. 
4,136 lbs. of types’,valued at Es *3,158 were oast in the Thompson 
type-casting machines. Metal and rubber stamps to the value of 
Es. 1,129 were made and supplied. The total out-turn of 
work in the Press during- the year was valued at Es. 2'97 
lakhs. 

* The average circulation of the Gazette and the departmental 
sheets in the-years 1118 and 1119 is given below:-— 


Gazette 

Departmental shed 



Number issued 


247 

249 
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Stationery Department. 


The subjoined statement shows the receipts and expenditure 
under stationery for the years 1117,1118 and 1119 m. e. 


Particulars, 

| . HI", j 111, 

1119. 


i I’.s. Rs. 

Ha. 

Receipt* 

7,787 20,062 

26,041 

Expenditure . 

1,91,771 j 2,55,172 

5,54,685 

Deduct cost of Stationery supplied to 
Anchal, Water Works, Electricity, 
Clay Refining and Porcelain Fac- 

14,909 j 15,631 

20,444 

Total 

1,76,862 j 2,39,841 

5,34,241 


During the year under report, purchases to the value of 
R$. 5,55,045 were made against Rs. 2,83,107 during the previ-' 
ous year. The value of articles issued during the year • 
amounted, to Rs. 5,54,685 against Rs. 2,55,472 of the. pre¬ 
vious year. The inoreaso is due mainly to the increase in the cost 
of paper purchased. The value of stock on hand at the close of 
the year was Rs. 2,39,084. 


Presses and Publications. 

There were 166 printing presses at the 1 dose of the year 1119 
against 172 in 1118. The number of hooks published from the 
various presses was 312. Of these, 206 were 
Newspaper's published in Malayalam, 58. in English, 29 in 
and Periodicals- Tamil, 7 in English and Malayalam and 12 in 
other languages. As in, the previous years, 
the majority of the publications issued from private presses 
related to general literature and the rest dealt with religion, 
history, education, medioine, soience and other subjects. 

There were 80 newspapers and periodicals .published in the 
State during the year against 79 in 1118. Of these, 34 were 
published in Malayalam, 13 in English, 6 in Tamil, 23 in English’ 
and Malayalam, 1 in English and Latin, 1 in Sanskrit and 
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Malavalam and 2 in English and Tamil. • Of the newspapers and 
periodicals in circulation, 7 were dailies, 16 weeklies, 46 month¬ 
lies, 3 published once in two months, 1 quarterly, 4 published 
once in four months and 3 annually. Of the 80 newspapers and 
periodicals 12 were devoted to general and political topics, 15 to 
social and religious, 1 to commercial, 1 to medical and publio 
health, 3 -to legal, 2 to humorous, 15 to religious, 5 literary, 2 
literary and religious, 4 educational and 20 to general, educational 
and literary topics. During the tear under report, 8 licenses 
were issued to newspapers and periodicals under Seotion 3 of the 
Travancore Newspapers Act, V of 1101, as amended by Act IV 
of 1110. The total number of newspapers and periodicals that 
were being published at the close of the year was 80. 

The'Press Room and Enquiry Office which was organised in 
1090 m. e. (1915 a. u.) is now the Department of Information 
and it functions as a branoh of the Secretariat. 
Department The department furnishes reports about 
.ofInformation. Government activities, keeps the Government 
informed of the trend of publio opinion as 
reflected in the newspapers within and outside the State, gives 
effective publicity to matters relating to the State and supplies 
information regarding the State to tourists and others when 
required. In the Press Room, aooredited Press representatives 
are given all information relating to important administrative 
measures, the working of the various departments and new 
sohemes planned by Government. 

.In September 1940, the Department of Information began 
to publish an illustrated monthly journal called “Travancore 
*' Information.” One of the objects of the publi- 

Travanoore cation is to keep tho public informed of the 
Information various activities of Government in the field of 
a?id Listener . agricultural and industrial development. The 

publication also gives a bird’s-eye.-view of the 
happenings in the State from time’ to time. In April 1943, the 
name of the journal was Ghanged into “Travancore Information 
and Listener”. The advance programmes of the Travancore 
Radio are inolnded in the publication. The journal is filling a 
real want. 
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Archaeological Department. 

Director of Archaeology* Mr- R. Vasudeva Podiwal, 

B- A- 

The Archaeological Department was established in the year 
1071 M. E. The work of the department - is embodied in the 
" Travancore Archaeological • Series published 
General- from time to time. 

Sixteen inscriptions which were not hitherto notioed were 
oopied and deciphered. Survey and investigation of ancient works 
of art were continued during the year. 
Epigraphy. Plaster cast, models of 24 stone friezes belong¬ 
ing to the 15th century A. D. Were taken in 
the year for beMg set on display in the Government Museum at 
Trivandrum, Over 500 anoient coins in the Trivandrum Museum 
were classified and listed. 

The Museum of Antiquities at Padinanabhapuram was made 
permanent from 1119 M. E. Many valuable additions were 
made to the stook of exhibits in the Museum. 
Museum of A total number of 60,847 persons visited the 
Antiquities. Museum during the year. 

Museums. 

Art Adviser to Government to Professor J. H. Cousins, 

supervise Government 
Museums and Picture 
Galleries. 

Officer in charge of Museums. Mr. R. Vasudeva Poduval, 

- B.A. 

The Museum was originally started about the year 1853 A. d. • 
and was located in its present site in 1880. The objeot of the 
foundation was to enoourage soienoe and art. The Publio Gardena 
came into existence in 1859 a. d. Soon after, a Zoological 
seotion was formed with His Highness the Maharaja’s private ' 
menagerie as its nucleus. The Museum, the Publio Gardens and 
the Zoo formed one administrative unit till the end of 1111 m. b., 
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■when the- first as also the second and third were piaffed under 
the control of two separate officers designated officers-in-charge. 
The two latter branches together are now known as the ‘Govern¬ 
ment Gardens’ under the control of an Honorary Director, 
assisted by a full-time Superintendent. The institutions, as they 
exist to-day, are the growth of well over half a century and 
they have been giving instruction and pleasure to several 
thousands of people every year. 

Tho Museum was kept open to the public , for 307 days in 
the year and a large number of persons visited the Museum 
during the year under report. 

Government Gardens and the Zoo, 

Honorary Director- Dr. D-Jivanayaham,M-A. 

L.T.,PK.D. 

The Zoo live-stock at the commencement of the year was 564. 
During the year 105 animals were added to the stock by births, 
presentations, purchase, eto., 48 animals died 
Zoo- and 53 were disposed of by sale., exchange, etc. 

The total number of live-stook at the end of 

the year was 568. 

Speoial mention has to be made of the gracious benefaction 
to the Zoo by His Highness the Maharaja of Mysore by valuable 
presents of a zebra stallion, a pair of Chacma baboons, a female 
Arabian baboon and a female Mandrill monkey from His 
Highness’s Zoologioal Gardens. 

The number of visitors to the Zoo was more than that of 
the previous year, the average number of visitors per day 
increasing from 271 to 418. In addition to the visitors admitted , 
on payment of nominal gate fee, many parties of students and 
teachers were admitted free. 

The Gardens are divided into two. sections, the top garden 
and: the lower garden. The top garden where there are many 
drives and paths, lawns and flowering plants 
Gardens • is an evening resort of the people. The attrac- 

. • ' ’ tion of the lower garden is that it has a small 

lake for boating. 
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THE SRI OniTP.AI.ATA3'. 

The Sri Chltralayam 

Art Adviser to Government to Professor J.H. Cousins- 
supervise Government Museums 
and Picture Galleries. 

Officer in chargg of the Sri Mr. T- S- Seshadri, B. A, 
Chitralayam. ■ ' (from 1 - 1-1110 to 8 - 1 - 1119 ) 

Mr. K. Madhava Menon 
(from 9 - 1-1119 till the end 
of the year.) 

. The Sri Chitralayam which is the . ohief Art Gallery in the 
State was founded in Kanni 1111 M. E., and has been rendering 
valuable servioe by its display of representative Indian paintings 
(particularly of Kerala) and of selected examples of other Asian 


The following paintings and illuminated manuscripts were. 

added to the Gallery during the year under 
Additions- report:— 

1. Three Moghul paintings including an exquisite. painting 

depicting Aurangazeb riding on an elephant. 

2. Copy of an Ajanta Mural depicting a flying musician 

(Gandharva) playing cymbals. 

3. A set of 50 pictures on mica framed in five panels of 10 

pictures eaoh. <»• 

4. Oil Painting by the late Raja Ravi Varma—A Bairagi. 

5. Modern Indian paintings— . ■ 

(a) Paintings by Sudhir .Khastgir of Dehfa.Dun School 

(i) Rabindranath Tagore 

(ii) Dolok Dance 

(5) Paintings by Promode K. Chatter jee . . 

(i) Yama before Naohiketa' _ ■ • . 

(ii) Sakuntala 

(iii) Deepavali Dance ^ 

• (iv) Arjuna and Panohali ■ ‘ 
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(v) King Harshavardhana meeting the Chinese traveller 

Hinan Tsan 

(vi) Agni Swaha 

(vii) Nityananda and Sri Gouranga 

6. Copies of five Murals from Vaikom temple; and two 

from Adikesava temple, Tirnvattar 

7. Siva by K. Madhava Menon 

8. Copy of Mural ‘Indra on elephant’ copied from Sri Padma- 

nabhaswami temple, Trivandrum 

9. Mother and Child by Ram Mohan Sastri 

Nos. 2, 3, 5 (b) (v) and 9 above were presented by the Dewan 

The total number of visitors to the Gallery daring the year 
was 19,801. Groups of students from various institutions in the 
State and outside as well- as excursion parties 

Visitors- visited the Gallery during the year. 

The Sri Chitra Home for the Destitute and the infirm. 

The Sri Chitra Home for the Destitute and the Infirm was 
established at Trivandrum ten years ago with the donation of 
Rs. 50,000 given by His Highness the Maharaja.. Further dona¬ 
tions, including a sum of Rs. 1,000 from Her Highness Maharani 
Setu Parvati Bayi were received' subsequently. The control and 
'management of the Home are vested in a Board appointed by 
Government. 

There 'were 81 inmates in the Home (40 adults and 41 
orphans) in the beginning of the year. Nine adults and one 
orphan boy were newly admitted while 24 inmates were discharged 
and 12 inmates died during the year. : At the end of the year 
there were 56 inmates (24 adults and 31 orphans).. The general 
health of the inmates] was good. At the end of the'year 29 
orphans in the Home were attending school. Fifteen orphans 
Were engaged in weaving work and they made artioles valued at 
nearly Rs. 1,800. 

The ‘total expenditure in running the Home amounted to 
Rs. 7,4B2 during the year against Es. 6,714 in the previous year. 
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Towards the close of the year a scheme for enlarging the 
soope of the institution was sanctioned by Government and 
brought into effect. The Board of Management-of the Home was 
reconstituted so as to consist of, besides the President, 16 members 
of whom five are nominated by the Government, five nominated 
by the Corporation of Trivandrum and five eleoted by the General 
Governing Body of the Home. The institution whioh wa3 housed 
in rented quarters was shifted to an extensive site which was 
acquired by Government at a cost of nearly half a lakh of rupees 
and where in addition to the existing buildings now structures 
are being put up so as to provide .healthy and sanitary tenements 
to the destitutes in the City. The new'Home is centrally situated 
within easy reach of the main thoroughfares and is contiguous 
to similar philanthropic institutions doing meritorious servioe in 
the cause of the poor. While the capital expenditure on the 
institution has been provided by Government the expenses of its 
maintenance are expected to be met from collections made by the 
public and contributions made by the Trivandrum Corporation 
for beggar relief. 


The Public Service. 

Public Service Commissioner■ Mr- 8- N- TJre,M- A- 

The year under report is the ninth year of the working of 
the Public Servioe Department. The Publio Service Commis¬ 
sioner is assisted by a non-offioial Advisory 
General- Committee whioh met twioe during the year. 

The discussions at these meetings of the Com¬ 
mittee were very helpful. 

During the year 2,513 recruitments were advised by the 
Publio Service Commissioner as against 2,036 in the ^previous 
year. Besides these there were about 800 
Recruitment - advices which were ineffective owing to the 
General- non-availability of the candidates, a' majority 

of- them having left the State for military 

service. . 
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The principle that the Civil. Servioe officers would not 
ordinarily bo assigned to any particular department permanently, 
but would be shifted from department to 
Recruitment department with reference to the exigencies 
to tke Higher of the servioe and the fitness of the officers, 
Division- The was modified and it was laid down that all Civil 
Givil Service- Servioe officers would in future be attaohed 
to the Land Revenue Department and borne 
initially on the cadre of Tahsildars. In pnrsuanoe of this 
modification four of the first batch of six Civil Service officers 
who were working in other departments were transferred to the 
Land Revenue Department and confirmed as Tahsildars. The 
training of the seoond batch of Civil Servioe Probationers was 
continued during the year. 

Eighteen selective tests were held during the year for 
appointments in the Intermediate. Division. 

Intermediate The total nnmberof candidates interviewed was 
Division- 121 out of a total number of 202 applicants 

and the number of reoruitments advised was 32. 

Selective tests were held in respeot of 30 olasses of 
appointments in the Lower Division. The total 
Lower Divi- number of applicants was 3,191 and the total 
sk>n Selection number of reoruitments advised was 1,017. 
Appointments. 

A Special examination for the selection of candidates' for 
appointment as clerks of the Lower Division was held during the 
year. Out-of a total of 1,239 candidates who appeared for the 
examination 759 were deolared suooessful. 

Thef subjoined statement shows the number of candidates ' 
advised for recruitment from the several recognised communities 
during 1119:— . 
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The State Lite Insurance (Public Branch). 

The State Life Insurance Scheme—Publio Branch --.completed 
the eleventh year of its working by the end of the year under 
report. The progress of the soheme as judged 
General. hy the rush of new proposals, premium in¬ 

come and the growth of . the' Fund, has been 
very satisfactory. As the volume of business transacted rose to 
such an extent that it could not be handled by a section of the 
Accountant General's office, the section was organised into a 
separate department under the administrative control of the 
Accountant General from the 1st Mithunam 1119, 
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During the year 2,897 proposals involving a sum of 
B. Rs. 32'958 lakhs were received against 1,913 proposals for 
B. Rs. 19'273 lakhs in 1118. Inclusive of 409 
Proposals. proposals for B. Rs. 4'463 lakhs pending dis¬ 
posal at the end of the previous year, there 
were in all 3,806 proposals for B. Rs. 37'421 lakhs to be dealt with - 
during the year. Out of these 45 proposals for B. Rs. 69,400 
were rejected or cancelled, 40 proposals were ■subjected to a 
reduction of B. Rs. 54,400 and 2,926 proposals for B. Rs. 32‘58 
lakhs were accepted leaving a balance of 295 proposals for 
B. Rs. 3'305 lakhs pending at the end of the year. 

1,003 policies for B. Rs. 11’281 lakhs were completed during 
the year under review after admitting proof of age, as against 
993 policies for B. Rs. 10'135 lakhs in 1118. 
Policies. The total number of policies issued to the last 

day of 1119 was 10,860 for B. Rs. 98’334 lakhs. 
Including the rest of the proposals aocepted, but awaiting com¬ 
pletion, the risk on which had, however, commenced, the total 
number of policies allotted till the end of the year works out to 
12,093 for B. Rs. 110-768 lakhs. 

Three olaims by maturity for B. Rs. 3,112 arose and pay¬ 
ments were settled during the year. Including 52 .claims by death • 
for B. Rs. 34,900 relating to the 7 previous 
Olaims. year, 95 olaims by. death for B. Rs. 71,000 

came up for settlement during the year. Out 
of these, 27 olaims for B. Rs. 20,200 were settled during the year 
and one claim for B. Rs. 1,000 was rejected, leaving a balance of 
67 olaims for B. Rs. 49,800 pending settlement at the end of the 
year. ': 

Jour polioies for B. Rs. 2,400 were surrendered during the 
,■ . year for B. Rs. 197-4-9 and payments made 

Surrenders. thereon. 

During the year under report 1,078 polioies for B. Rs. 10'351 
lakhs lapsed. By taking prompt action 740 . 
Lapses and Re- polioies for B. Rs. 8'146 lakhs, were revived 
vivals, , ; Biter realising a revival fee. of B. Rs. 544-14-9,; 
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Loans to the-extent of B. Es. 14,8-30-10-8 ware granted to 
148 policy holders ,du ring the year as against 
Gash Loans. .305 loans for B. Rs.. 26,337 in the previous 
■ year. 

The reOeipts for the year inclusive of repayment of cash 
loans, interest on investments, etc., amounted to S. Rs. 5*48 lakhs 
while disbursements of the year including loan 
Receipts and , op policies, claims, agents’ commission, medical 
Payments• fees, salaries, establishment ' charges, etc., 

. amounted to B. Rs. 84,194. 

After making the - disbursements, the cash balance to the 
■ credit of the Fund at the ,end of the year 1119 
Fuads. stood at S. Rs. 21’42 lakhs, whioh was S.,Rs. 4:63' 

lakhs more* than the cash balance .for 1118. 

The proportion of expenditure incurred for the management 
of the business to the premium-income realised 
Expense Ratio . during the. year was 9'9 per cent, as oompared 
\yith 10*01 per pent, during the previous year, 

'State Life, Insurance. '■ 

(Q overttmenf Servants’ Branch) 

, Government servants in the permanent pensionable service 
of ihe’St'ate'and thpse of the funds whose services are'pensionable 
’’ from the general revenues are eligible for 
" General • insurance in this branoh. Palace subordinates 

' " Who are eligible for pension either, from' Gov¬ 

ernment or from Palaoe’ fuads- and who hold permanent appoint¬ 
ments are also eligible' for insu;rande"in this branch and .Officers 
in temporary service are also' feligible under certain', conditions. 
The administrative control of the fund is vested in .the 
Aocountant General. 

There Were six proposals for , which policies were pending 
issue at the olose of the year 1118 and 29 fresh proposals were 
received during the year under review. Thirty- 
Proposah-.. three polioies were issued in the ooiirse of the . 

„■ year and two proposals were pending at the 

end of, the year. > : ^ 



The number of policies'in force at the close of the year Ills 
was 593, with a total Bum ’ assured of Rs. 5,20,762-43 and 33 
polioies with an aggrogato'aum of Rs. 4=2,010*69 
Policies’ were issued in 1119. Twenty-four policies for 

a total amount of.Rs. 30,757*22 \yere removed 
in 1119 and 602 policies for a total sum of 
Rs. 5,32,015*90 were in force at the close of the year. 

There were ten blaims on 14 policies pending settlement at 
the end of the year 1118 and 22 claims on 27 polioies were pre¬ 
ferred during the year under review. Out of 
Claims • the total of 32 olaiins on 41 policies, 21 claims 

on 24 policies were settled and 11 claims on 17 
policies were pending settlement at the close of 1119.. , Eight 
claims'by death and thirteen claims , by maturity totalling 
Rs. 6,310-17-12 and Rs. 24,446-16-8 respectively were paid during 
the year. 

During the year under review 17 loans on 17 policies wets 
issued for a total amount of Rs. 2,968. The 
Loam on receipts during the =year on aocount of loan 
Policies. repayments with interest amounted to' 

Rs. 4,651-15-4. . 

The dosing balance of the. Fund at the end of the year' 1118 
was Rs. 4,77,626-11-3 and the receipts incluking 
Receipts and interest allowed to the Fund in 1119 amounted 
Expenditure. to Rs. 39,401-11-2, thus raising the total of the 
.Fund, to Rs. 5,17,027-22-5. The expenditure* 
during the year was 40,837-25-9 and the closing balanoe at the 
end of the year stood at.Rs. 4,76,189-24-12. . ^ . . i t - ' 

* State Savings Bank. 

Saving's bank business is conducted in all the State treasuries 
and also in important Anehal Offices. During the year under 
. report the savings bank business V?as in- 
: General. troduced in three more Anohal Offices,- thus 

.increasing the number of offices doing this- 
business from 191 in 1118 to 194 in 1119. Besides the ordinary 
deposit aooounts open to the publio, security deposit accounts''fisre 
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allowed in favour of Government contractors for the due perfor¬ 
mance of the work undertaken by them and also in favour of 
.Government servants who have to furnish security in respect of 
the appointments held by them. Public accounts are permitted . 
in the case of municipalities, co-operative societies and other 
public bodies and institutions constituted for purposes other than 
the personal advantage of the contributors. Fixed deposit 
accounts are allowed to be opened in the treasuries by municipali¬ 
ties, by Deavaswoms having personal deposit accounts at trea¬ 
suries and also on behalf of some of the Funds. 

The number of savings bank accounts rose from 191,097 at 
the end of 1118 to 211,285 at the end of 1119. The total balance 
of deposits also showed a rise from Rs. 406‘15 
Volume of lakhs at the end of 1118 to Rs. 466‘09 lakhs at 

Business• ■ the end of 1119. There was a steady rise in 

the number of depositors and in the deposit 
balances during the last ten years except in regard to the closing 
balance in the year 1112. This, indicates the confidence of the 
general public in the Government Savings Bank. 


State Provident Fund. 

The ^State Provident Fund was instituted in the year 
1107 M. E. with the object of providing facilities for Government 
servants to invest a portion of their pay every month and to 
enable them to withdraw the aceumnlated savings -in a lump 
when they retire from service. The benefit of the Fund 'accrues 
to the family of officers in the event of death while in harness. 
All-employees in permanent pensionable service under Govern¬ 
ment and local bodies are eligible to subscribe to the Fund. 

The number'of subscribers admitted to the Fund in 1119 
was 1,544 as against 1,807 in 1118. The total number of sub¬ 
scribers admitted up to the end of 1119 was 20,492. The amount 
of subscription realised in 1119 was Rs. 3’84 lakhs as against 
Rs. 3‘58 lakhs in 1118. The interest paid on the deposits in 1119 
amounted to Rs. 90,879 as against Rs. 81,725 in 1118. 
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The number ofacoounts finally closed during the. year was 
312, the amount paid out of the Fund on that account being 
Rs. 1,43,959. '1,015 loans for Rs. 57,050 were issued during 
1119 as against 1,091 loans for Rs. 61,455 in 1118. A sum of 
Rs. 60,820, including Rs, 1,580, towards interest, was realised 
during the year.. The dosing balance at the end of the year was 
Rs. 27,95,913 against Rs. 24,62,835 at the close of 1118. 


Huzur Cutcherry, 
Trivandrum, 28th May 1945. 


C. P. Ramaswami Aiyab, 
Dewctn. 
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